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The Goodland Star-News will 
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing in a news story. Please 
call our office at (785) 899-2338 
to report errors. We believe that 
news should be fair and factual. We 
want to keep an accurate record 
and appreciate you calling to our 
attention any failure to live up to 
this standard.

corrections

OPENING DAY MAY 26, 2008
STEEVER WATER PARK

REGULAR POOL HOURS
MONDAY-SUNDAY

1:00-5:30 PM
ADULT SWIM

MONDAY-THURSDAY
5:30-6:30 PM

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY
12:00-1:00 PM

POOL FEES
PER DAY

Ages
0-5                      FREE
6-12                    $2.00
12-adult              $3.00
FRIDAYS          $1.00 DAYS

COUPONS
25 FOR $20
50 FOR $35
75 FOR $50
100 FOR $65

SWIM LESSONS: Signup Starts May 27.
First session to begin June 9th, 2008; second session 
June 23rd, 2008; and third session July 14, 2008 AT 

THE STEEVER WATER PARK. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION PLEASE STOP BY THE POOL 

OR CALL (785) 890-4565 BETWEEN 1:00 PM 
AND 5:30 PM.

While remaining 
active in Kansas

effective 
May 12, 2008

Rosewood Resources 
is moving its 

Goodland 
office to:

423 Main Street, 
Suite D

Wray, Colorado

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 
PLEASE CONTACT

Dean Jarrett @ 970-630-3378
Ginny Burchard @ 303-991-4690 ext 107

Brewster Public

Schools

“Public School in a Private
School Setting”

Why would I send my child to Brewster

to school?
   • Our classes consistently meet the standards on the
     Kansas Assessments.

   • Our students score higher than the state average on
     ACT scores.

   • Our students excel both academically and athletically.

   • Small class sizes allow for more individual attention for
     students.

   • Extracurricular activities include cross country, volleyball,
       football, basketball, golf, track, Academic Bowl, National
     Honor Society, Student Council and Speech/Drama.

   • Brewster offers a safe and secure learning environment
     for all students.

   • All staff are highly qualified and fully certified teachers
     through the Kansas State Department of Education.

   • A four-day week (Monday through Thursday) provides
     extra family or work time for students.

Please call 785.694.2236 or visit the school web page at

usd314.k12.ks.us for more information.

Enrollment will be held in August.  Watch this newspaper

for more information.

DAWGS

Board votes
to advertise

By Tom Betz
ntbetz@nwkansas.com

Smoke curled around the door 
as the volunteer firemen began to 
crawl into a house to search for a 
victim and put out the fire.

The first two firemen carried the 
fire hose to attack and put out the 
fire, and the second pair were in 
search of the victim.

Fire Chief Brian James had told 
the rescue team the victim was 
thought to be in the front of the 
house, and told the attack team the 
fire was in the kitchen area in the 
back of the house.

The two rescue team members 
kept a hold of each other as they 
used their hands to search for the 
victim in the smoke filled house, and 
in a few minutes reported they had 
found the victim and were heading 
back with him.

A third volunteer fireman held 
the door open and fed the fire hose 
in to the attack team, who reported 
by radio they had found the fire and 
had put it out.

The two team retraced their path 
and exited the house. 

They gathered around Chief 
James to review what happened and 
what they found

This was an exercise, but not a 
normal exercise as the lead man on 
the rescue team was Commissioner 
Dave Daniels and the lead man on 
the fire hose was Commissioner 
Josh Dechant. Daniels is a self-
employed rental housing manager 
and Dechant is the credit manager 
at Frontier Ad. Both have been on 
the city commission for more than 
four years.

The two commissioners had taken 
James up on an invitation to partici-
pate in an evening of fire training. 

Both commissioners said they really 
enjoyed the experience and that it 
gave them a new perspective on 
what the volunteers go through in 
training to fight fires.

Daniels said it was hard to see 
through the smoke and they had to 
feel their way around the room to 
find the pretend victim.

Dechant said it was similar for 
him pulling the nozzle along as he 
and his partner searched out the 
fire, which was a smoke generator 
in this case.

James talked to the two about what 
they had done, and then changed 
positions and sent them back in to 
locate a victim in a different part of 
the house and changed the location 
of where the fire was to be found.

This time it was Daniels’ turn to 
lead the rescue team into the smoke, 
and Dechant followed handling the 
fire hose nozzle.

All the volunteers were equipped 
with a self-contained breathing ap-
paratus to breath in the smoke-filled 
house. James said the smoke being 
used in the training exercise was not 
real, and would not be dangerous to 
breathe. He said using the breathing 
apparatus during the training was 
the best way to get the volunteers 
used to using the equipment and 
how it feels to be carrying that much 
weight.

James said Friday at the Goodland 
Rotary, where he was the program, 
that with all the bunker gear and 
breathing equipment the fireman is 
carrying about 100 pounds. He and 
another volunteer, Scott Hilbrink, 
demonstrated how quickly they 
can get all the gear on and be ready 
to attack a fire. James said one of 
the tests the volunteer had to pass 
to be certified as a Firefighter 1 

was to get all the gear on and be 
breathing through the mask within 
90 seconds.

James said he had the two com-
missioners go through an orienta-
tion at the fire house with the vol-
unteers before they jumped on the 
trucks and reported to the simulated 
fire in an vacant house.

“I had the commissioners do a 
regular search and rescue of a vic-
tim,” James said, “and had them do 
an interior fire attack by pulling a 
charged hose line into the house and 
find the simulated fire.

“Then I had them change and do 
roof ventilation training where they 
had to carry a ladder to the area of the 
house where a hole needed to be cut 
in the roof. I had them climb the lad-
der onto the roof and use a chain saw 
to simulate cutting a 4x4 hole.

“I had them go inside and see how 
using a pressure fan can ventilate a 
house quickly.”

James said he was pleased the two 
commissioners had been willing to 
participate, and said they seemed to 
like the experience and said it was 
very educational for them.

He said he is going to call the 
employers of his volunteers and see 
if they would be interested in doing 
the same thing.

“I think that would show them 
what their employee does when he 
leaves work to protect the city in a 
time of need,” James said.

James has been with the city fire 
department for a little more than a 

year and has been the chief for about 
a year. When he arrived the volun-
teers were almost all new, and very 
few had any fire fighting training.

James has an Associates degree in 
fire fighting from Aim Community 
College of Greeley, and City Manag-
er Wayne Hill said from his research 
James is the first certified and trained 
fire chief the city has had.

James told the Rotarians his 
volunteers will be going through a 
second fire fighting academy this 
fall to increase their training to a 
Firefighter 2, which means they will 
have more education on the aspects 
of fighting different types of fires 
and handling hazardous material 
situations.

He said one major change he has 
made is that when there is a fire call 
he does not wait for the volunteers 
to arrive at the fire station. He said 
he drives to the scene so he can do 
an examination and assessment of 
the situation. He said that makes 
it better so as the fire trucks and 
volunteers arrive he can stage them 
in the best location to fight the fire, 
and have them mentally prepared 
for what they need to do.

James brought the city’s newest 
fire truck to the Northwest Kansas 
Technical College to let the Ro-
tarians see and climb aboard the 
truck.

“This is your equipment,” he said. 
“I am hired to take care of it and see 
that it is ready to handle any fire 
emergency we might have.”

By Sharon Corcoran
slcorcoran@nwkansas.com

The Sherman County Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau decided 
to advertise in the annual Wildlife 
and Parks Hunting Regulations 
book but not to hire a photog-
rapher or give him a free room 
when he comes to take pictures 
for the state Division of Travel 
and Tourism.

The board voted to spend $610 for 
a full-color ad in the guide, which 
will print 277,000 copies. That’s 
about 2/10ths of a cent per copy, 
said Bill Stoick, board secretary and 
owner of the Super 8 Motel.

A photographer hired by the 
tourism division will take pictures 
Monday at the Goodland Travel 
Information Center, said Director 
Donna Price, and may take pictures 
of the giant Van Gogh replica in 
Goodland. Price asked the board 
if they would be willing to provide 
a room.

“He’s getting paid to do his 
job,” said board member Lincoln 
Wilson of the Howard Johnson 
Hotel, “and he may or may not 
stay beyond taking advantage of 
our hospitality.”

He should either pay for his own 
room, Wilson said, or the state 
should pay for it.

Price said the photographer had 
offered to come back to shoot pic-
tures for the bureau, charging $500 
for a four-hour shoot or $250 for 
two hours.

“I have a problem with that,” 
Wilson said. “I think we should turn 

that down. I don’t think we will get 
anything for that $500 we couldn’t 
generate on our own.”

There are professional photog-
raphers in Goodland who could 
take pictures for the bureau, he 
added.

The state hired Steve Crecelius 
of Wonder Works Studios in the 
Denver area to take pictures for 
its “Ready-Made Adventures” 
guide. The adventures are on 
the department’s web site, in the 
Kansas Getaway Guide and will 
be featured in magazine advertis-
ing, Price said.

When the photographer comes 
Monday, she said, the state will own 
those pictures. If he comes a second 
time, she said, the bureau would 
own those pictures.

“If they’re doing an I-70 project in 
the getaway guide,” Wilson asked, 
“how could they not include the 
travel information center, the only 
one in the area, or the Van Gogh rep-
lica, the only one in the country?”

Price said the photographer would 
come Monday for the state whether 
a room is provided or not, but the 
second trip would depend on the 
visitors bureau choosing to pay.

The pictures could be used for 
the bureau’s brochures, the Good-
land and Sherman County guide, 
the northwest Kansas guide, the 
bureau’s web site and advertising, 
she said.

Wilson made a motion to say 
“No” to both the room for the first 
time and hiring the photographer to 
take pictures for the bureau.

Firemen practice rescuing victim

Fire Chief Brian James (above, 
right) briefed the volunteers 
before they entered the house 
to rescue a victim and put out 
a fire. Commissioners Dave 
Daniels (left) and Josh Dechant 
(second from left) and volunteer 
Jeff Dinkel (center) listened as 
James told them where to look 
for the victim where the fire was 
located. Daniels (left photo) 
checked the door before open-
ing it to crawl inside with the fire 
hose to attack a simulated fire 
as part of a fire fighting training 
exercise. Volunteer fire fighter 
Bob Juleson was right behind 
Daniels and Dinkel was ready to 
feed the fire hose into the house 
as needed. 
	                     Photos by Tom Betz
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Coaches of the Goodland Cow-
girls and Weskan Lady Coyotes are 
planning a Junior Cowgirls Basket-
ball Camp this summer.

Don Smith, head coach for the 
Cowgirls, and Andy Scheopner, 
head coach for Weskan, are inviting 
girls in first through seventh grades 
to the camp Monday-Friday, June 
9-13.

Third through fifth graders will 
meet from 8:30 to 10:15 a.m., first 
and second from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. 
and sixth and seventh from 1-3 p.m. 
in the Max Jones Fieldhouse.

“We will work on a lot of fun-
damentals, contests and games,” 
Smith said, “and have a lot of fun.”

It is important to work on your 
skills when you are young, Scheo-

pner said, since it will help you 
improve as you get older.

Registration is due Friday. Call 
Scheopner at 899-5462 (home), 
890-3912 (North Elementary) or 
821-0299 (cell) for information.

Coaches team up
for basketball camp


