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Treating city nitrates
long term, costly project
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include headache, dizziness, weakness
or difficulty in breathing.

City Manager Wayne Hill told the
city commissioners at a meeting on
June 16 that one city well has tested
at 11 ppm for nitrates, and one or two
others are showing slight increases in
nitrate levels.

The Kansas Department of Health
and Environment requires the city to
test wells at least once a year, he said,
but when one shows a level of nitrates
higher than 10 ppm that testing has to be
done every three months, Hill said. If the
test results show a nitrate level exceed-
ing 10 ppm, the city is required to notify
the public to take precautions.

“It will take quite a bit of time to get
this solved,” Hill said. “I am sure that it
is something we will continue to have
problems with, and know that the state
health department is watching. They
know we are looking into the problem,
but at some point we might get an order
to treat all the wells.”

Over the past year, he said, a well at

Chambers Park has tested at 11 ppm for
nitrate three times. Under state regula-
tions, he said, the water has to be tested
at the well, but when tests are made at
nearby houses, the nitrate level is well
within the limit.
In pastyears, he said, the city abandoned
a well at Memory Park because of high
nitrates. Nitrates commonly come from
fertilizers and manure, animal feedlots,
municipal wastewater and sludge and
septic systems, Hill said. In his research
of the nitrates in the city wells, Hill said
he has not been able to pinpoint where
the nitrates are coming from. He said
there is no historic evidence to explain
why the high level of nitrates are found
in the middle of the town, and not as high
in outlying areas.

Hill said he went to McCook, Neb.,
to see that city’s water treatment sys-
tem. McCook was under an order from
the Department of Justice to treat the

drinking water because of high levels
of uranium, arsenic and nitrates, he
said. The plant cost the city more than
$15 million.

There are options to treat Goodland’s
water, Hill added.

“I'have advocated acentral collection
point for all the well water,” he said.
“Mixing the water from the wells would
lower the total nitrate level and might
keep the level low enough to keep the
city from having to build a treatment
plant for maybe 10 years or more.”

The other optionisto treat the nitrates
at each well, but Hill said that would
be expensive. He said there are several
ways to treat the water, but then the
city will have to deal with the waste
products.

He said one person from a firm he
talked to has a plan that would treat
the water at each well, and the waste
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could be applied to agricultural land.
However, he said the process has not
been proven yet or approved for cities
touse.

He said the firstoptionistolook at the
project with a hydrologist from Evans,
Bierly, Hutchison and Associates, an
engineering firm with an office here.

“I'have one presentation from Wilson
and Co.,” Hill said, “butI want to be sure
we are looking at the best answer for the
city and our people.”

Commissioner John Garcia asked if
nitrates have showed up in wells other
than the one at Chambers Park.

Rich Simon, city public works direc-
tor, said they had, but were not as high
as those in McCook.

“We want to look at all avenues,”
Mayor Rick Billinger said. “I want
someone who dealing with water is all
they do.”

Hill said he would include some
engineering work as part of the budget
for next year.

“We need to look at it for the long
term,” Hill said. “We looked at the ten-
dency of the city wells, and the increases
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SHELTER

INSURANCE

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR < FARM + BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

Hot Brush

NEW SYSTEM

800-611

PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

SERVING THE
GOODLAND STAR AREA
SINCE 1992!

~ FREE ESTIMATES —~
785-462-6995

6735
WWW.MYWINDOWCLEANER.COM

OCHRIS AND BETH LEwWON 650 N GRANT CoOoLBY KS
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Let me ﬁeﬁo ymj{ﬁnaf the
your reams!

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Commercial,

Land, Residential

785-899-3060
785-399-2282
785-821-2492
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L4 W. 12th Goodland KS

REALJesTATE

Tom Harrison-Owner/Broker
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Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

Repairs, Water Blasting, Rust

FARM AND INDUSTRIAL
PAINTING

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Pat Costello
1-800-940-8289

(Leave a message)

m i
150 Radius

Houses, Barns, Roofs, Barn

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Efc. *
+ Remodels & Additions *

Stop, Screwing Down Roofs

. 785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060
Free Estimates

Murray Rooflng& & Construction

Residenti Commercial

Residential roofs (785) 462-6908

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit
Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free Estimares [

Jeff Dreiling - Sales [ E: -]
i

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Call

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
VCT Tile (Stripping, Waxing & Buffing)

We Clean Most Floors! Got Dirty Grout, Tile or Carpet

Tile & Grout Restoration (We Remove Stubborn Stains)
Water Damage Restoration (Insurance claims welcome)

Commercial and Residential Carpet

785-462-8313 - Cell:
Toll Free: 1-800-473-4138

www.profloorcareand supply.com

Pro [Fleor Care

No Job to big or to small
Free Estimates

Service to

all areas

Since

443-1091 1991

(785) 443-0819
Trouble-Free Translations

English/Spanish
Elsie Pimentel
Professional Translator

Will Consider All Types of Documents
Medicual-Educdational-General Correspondence
Over 14 yeurs Experience/Low Cost!

(719) 342-0941
elsiep@centurytel.net
http://translatorpimentel.gooylepuyes.com/home

Doors °

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Windows e Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

Serving the tri-state area.

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical situ-

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

ations
requiring
unique medical solu-

tions.

& Bi
Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

FORD
MERCURY

“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER
FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 Business Loopr
GoobLanp, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317



