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House decked out despite buckled wall

By Sharon Corcoran
slcorcoran @nwkansas.com

Christmas trees adorn the porches
and rooms, garland and ribbons on
the fence greet passersby and lights
glisten in the windows atnight at the
Ennis-Handy House.

Though the 1907 Victorian house
is sitting on a collapsed sewer line
and a crumbling basement wall
it is available for parties, and the
Sherman County Historical Society
board members are hoping for a lot
of good will from arearesidents dur-
ing the holidays to help with repairs
that may cost up to $9,000.

The sewer line and wall won’t
affect the availability of the house,
said Historical Society President
David Branda — the upstairs is
functional, and temporary supports
will keep the house stable until re-
pairs can be finished. The house is
decorated for the holidays, he said,
and is anice place to come and have
a party.

The society is accepting holiday
party bookings, he said; the charge
is $5 per person, notto exceed $100
and besides use of the house can
include use of the society’s dishes
and cutlery.

The society is hoping for book-
ings, donations and new members,
as well as good sales of the latest
holiday ornament with a picture of
the Grant School from 1927, the
year it opened.

The 2008 ornamentis $10, Bran-
da said, and ornaments from 2004,
2006 and 2007 are $8 each. A set of
four, one fromeach year, is $30. The
ornament from 2004 is blue and has
a picture of the Ennis-Handy House,
the one from 2006 is gold and has a
picture of the courthouse and the
one from 2007 is red with a picture
of the old telephone building. The
one with Grant School is green.

The Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerce started the ornament
program in 2004, Branda said, and
then elected nottodoitthe nextyear,
so the society picked it up in 2006
and plans to continue making anew
collectors’ ornament each year.

“We have a wonderful archive
of pictures from the Parker Collec-
tion,” he said.

The current ornament has a pic-
ture of Grant School from 1926, he
said, the year the school was built.
The ornaments are available at the
house and at the High Plains Mu-
seum, he added.

Board member Christie Rasure
put up the garland and decorated
trees, Branda said; she is very cre-
ative.

A tree in the dining area is deco-
rated in a tea party theme with cups,
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pots, tea bags and napkins, one in
the sewing room with hats, one in a
child’s bedroom with gingerbread
men, trains and toys, and one in the
front room is from ceiling to floor
intraditional style with gold ribbon,
red bows, lights and red, green and
gold ornaments.

Wal-Mart donated the tree, Ra-
sure said, adding that it was 12
feet tall, and the house has 10-foot
ceilings. Board members cut it at
the base as much as they could, she
said, and then cut a little at the top
to make it fit.

The tree included the lights and
the red bows, she added.

Historical society board members
knew the house had sewer problems
for several years because when the
sink and dishwasher in the kitchen
were used, water came up into the
sink in the basement. Temporary
fixes had been done to keep the
house in good shape, he said, but
they knew more would have to be
done eventually.

Branda said he noticed signs the
house’s sewer problems were get-
ting worse the last week of October
and suggested it was time to look at
more permanent repairs.

The historical society board met
and made arrangements for digging
up the sewer line to make repairs, he
said, but the sewer line collapsed
under the foundation wall, and when
they were digging, the basement
wall gave and was pushed in.

No concrete footing was poured
under the wall like would be done
today, he said; the concrete floor in
the basement only goes to the edge
of the walls, not under them.

‘When the wall buckled, he said, it
was decided to replace a section of
the wall after pouring new footing.
The new wall can be made of cinder
blocks under ground, he said, and
will be made of brick above ground
to match existing construction.

Since that will not change the
house’s appearance, he said, that
method was approved by the state
and national historic registries,
which the house is listed on.

Construction on the house started
in 1906, Branda said, and finished
in 1907, so the house is 101 years
old.

The mortar between the bricks
(in the basement walls) had water
damage and was getting soft and
crumbly, he said. With the boards
that were put up over the basement
walls, he said, the damage wasn’t
seen, but piles of mortar dust were
collecting at the bottom of the
walls.

Worst case scenario for the re-
pairs, Branda said, is $9,000. The
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Win a $500 & $250 Shopping
Spree with a Walmart Gift Card

$2.00 donation=1 ticket
$5.00 donation=4 tickets
$10.00 donation=10 tickets
$20.00 donation=S-T-R-E-T-C-H

Drawing to be held at Walmart at 2 p.m.
on December 13. Need not be present to
win. Tickets will be sold at Walmart on
November 15 and November 29 from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. and December 13 from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m.. Or contact a Paw Wash

Relay for Life team member.
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(785) 890-3982
(785) 821-3999
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David Branda, Sherman County Historical Society president, pointed out
~.| where bricks had fallen and crumbled mortar piled up at the base of awallin
the basement of the Ennis-Handy House that buckled when work was be-
il ing done on the sewer. Despite the need for repairs, the house is decorated
for Christmas and is available for holiday parties. A 12-foot tree, donated by
Wal-Mart, was cut to fit under a 10-foot ceiling in the front room of the house
and decorated by board member Christie Rasure.
Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

Annual meeting planned

The Sherman County Historical
Society will have its annual meeting
at 1:45 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 10, at the
Goodland Public Library.

The program will be Sherman
County History Vol. 4, whichis being
compiled with publication planned
in 2009.

Perry Baird is in charge of the
committee compiling the book, said

David Branda, historical society
president, and he and the committee
will do apresentation on the volume’s
contents.

The meeting will also include the
treasurer’s report, Branda said, and
the state of the society — what has
happened in the past year and future
goals. Light refreshments will be
served, he added.

work will be done, he said,
but it would help a lot if the
historical society has support
from the community — even

if it’s just buying an orna-
ment or renting the house for
aparty, any money coming in
will help.

HOMESTEAD REALTY & AUCTION

ANNUAL FALL CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Saturday, December 6th starting at 9:30 MST
Location: Homestead Auction Lot, East Highway 24, Goodland, KS. (1/2 mile North of Exit 19 on 1-70)
Partial list only. Check www.goodlandhomestead.com for pictures and daily updates!

TRACTORS, LOADERS, SPRAYERS: 2004 JD 4710, 90’ self leveling booms, 800 gal poly tank, trimble easy steer, 2750 hrs, maintenance
records available; 1994 Case IH 9250 tractor, 3pt, pto, power shift, 18.4 x 42 tires, 7000 hrs; JD 4020, 3pt, 18.4 x 34 singles; IH 1586, 3pt, 18.4 x 32
singles, Leon loader W/graphel fork; 2002 New Holland LS 170 skid loader , high flow hyds; Bobcat T-190 skid loader W/tracks; Cat 910 payloader
W/Tink dump bucket; 1974 Cat 922 payloader, 2 yd bucket; 1984 Clark 55c payloader, 3 yd bucket; 1980 Ford A66 payloader, 3 yd bucket; Heyster
9000XL forklift, rough terrain,new brakes; Liftall 80001b rough terrain forklift; Champ 60001b rough terrain forklift; Case 930 diesel, 3pt, pto, 2
hyds, cab; 1944 Farmall H, inframe OH, narrow front; 1940 MM-U w/loader, runs good TRUCKS, TRAILERS: 1990 IH 70 bulk fuel truck,
2200 gal, 5 compartments, 6¢yl turbo diesel, 63,000 miles; 1997 Freightliner, Cummins diesel, W/Simon Electric pull box, only 56,000 miles; 1992
Mac truck W/1996 Supreme 1200 mixer box, reconditioned, W/scales; 1973 GMC 6500 tandem, twinscrew, 5&4, 427 motor, 20’ box & twin hoist,
RO tarp, 54,000 original miles; 1966 GMC , 16’ box & hoist, 4 & 2 trans, 8:25 tires, runs good; Ford F-600 single axle truck W/1600 gal water
tank, transfer pump, runs good; 1979 Ford LN 800; 1974 Chevy 1 ton, dump bed; 1964 GMC 7500 Fire truck, gas, V-6, good pump; 1953 Chevy
6400, 14’ box & hoist; 1965 IH single axle, 4&2, V-6, 16’ box & hoist, drill fill auger; 1985 C-60 Chevy, crew cab, 427 motor, 5&2, 22.5 tires; 1969
Tempte 40’ grain trailer, converted 9 hole hopper, 10:00x20 tires, RO tarp; 6 X 12 Cargo trailer; Combine header trailer; Tandem converter dolly
trailer; WW 6x16 bumper pull covered top stock trailer, new tires, paint, good floor. 20’ — 3axle steel bp trailer ATV’S: 2008 250cc 4-wheeler;
2008 150cc 4-wheeler; 2008 110cc 4-wheeler; Yamaha 175cc 3 wheeler; Yamaha 100cc motorcycle, no title  VEHICLES: 2000 Ford F250 4x4
diesel, crew cab, auto trans; 1993 Ford F150 4x4, 5sp, 300 motor; 1997 Nissan 4x4, extended cab, Ssp; 1976 Ford 1 ton dually, auto, FB, 30,000 on
460 motor; 1987 Chevy 4x4 pu, 350, trans need work; 1984 Chevy crew cab, dually, 454 motor; 1996 Ford ranger, step side, 5sp  VEHICLES
FROM ALEX’S RADIATOR: 1989 Chevy S 10; 1991 Ford Taurus; 1989 Nissan pickup; 1982 Oldsmobile Cutlass; 1998 Dodge Caravan; 1991
Chevy Astro; 1995 Nissan Maxima; 1993 Subaru Legacy; 1995 GMC Suburban; 1993 Buick Skylark; 1992 Buick LaSabre; 1994 Chevy S-10;
1996 Buick Roadmaster; 1996 Pontiac GrandAm; 1991 Mazda B 2200 pickup EQUIPMENT: Orthman 8 row bedder W/Orthman ditchers,
stabilizer wheels; Orthman 8 row bedder; IH 8370 — 14’ hydro swing swather; JD 853 Crop head W/sunflower shields on side & back; Farmhand
1140 loader W/graphel forks, Case IH 7140 mountings; Noble 7x5 sweep W/pickers; JD 220 18’ tandem disc; Krause 1950 — 30’ tandem disc;
Golden Plains 750 gal tow between 3pt caddy; CaselH 8460 round baler, good cond; IH 580 tandem axle manure spreader; 20’ 3pt NH3 applicator,
like new; JD model 100 - 18’ chisel ; IH 800 Cyclo pull planter, all boxes, monitor; 8 row subsoiler, on 2 — 7x7 bars ; Speed King 6” x 60’ auger,
gas motor; Hutchinson grain cleaner W/wheat screens.; 2-Schafer 16’ oneways; 7 Shank ripper; Overhead carrier; NH 276 square baler, excellent
condition; Square bale loader; 5’ 3pt mower; 5” pull mower MISCELLANEOUS: Regency business band radios, 2 mobiles & 1 base; Murray
garden tractor W/new 22hp Kohler motor; 25K generator W/Ford 300 motor; Lenan Corporation waste oil shop heater model H590; Sportsman full
pickup topper, off 89 GMC; Agri-Inject Chemigation system; New set 48’ pallet forks for skid loader; McMillian Hyd.; Post auger for skid loader;
500 gal water tank on trailer; Drake 25 ton Air-Hydraulic press, foot peddle, works good; 3 pu tool boxes; 2 welding benches; Tire machine; Small
pull sprayer; 6 Case IH suitcase weights; Trash dumpster; New 20 x 6 bin unloading auger; Assortment of Wisconsin engines; 90 Sprinkler drops;
Krause center link screw jack; Metal walkway for probing trucks at scale; Pump jack; Hyd wet kit W/pump, tank, works good LIVESTOCK:
Round bale feeders; Several cattle panels; 2 portable loading chutes; 2 Heavy duty squeeze chutes; 20+ wire hog panels; Hog waterers; 4 hole hog
feeder; Goat water tanks; Rabbit hutch; Animal cage for 6’ box; Wood self feeder on skids; 6 Round hog feeders TIRES: New & Takeoffs: 8-11R
24.5; 8-11R 22.5; 8-Low Profile 24.5; 8 Low Profile 22.5; 2-16.9 x 26 tires & rims for JD 50,55,60, FWA tractors; 4-14.9 x 26 tractor tires on rims;
2-18.4 x 38 tires; 2-15.5 x 38 tires; 1-30.5 x 32 tire; 4-10:00 truck tires on rims.
** There will be lots more coming in before sale day so watch the web site for daily updates. **
NOTE: ALL ITEMS MUST BE REMOVED WITHIN 14 DAYS OF AUCTION.
##% SPECIAL OFFER FROM ORSCHELN FARM SUPPLY. 10% off any purchase made Dec. 6th by presenting a Homestead
Realty & Auction bidder card. ~ Terms: Cash or good check with proper ID day of auction. Nothing removed before being paid for. Lunch
served by Renner Lunch Wagon.

For more information or to consign, contact Terry Richardson 785-899-2328 office, 785-899-8094 cell,

800-974-2426, Homestead Realty & Auction, 1023 Main, Goodland, KS.
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