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Development council approves Denver trade show

By Tom Betz
nt.betz@nwkansas.com

Sherman County Economic Develop-
ment Council members questioned the
value of having a person attend trade shows
out of the area, but did agree to allow Helen
Dobbs, office manager, to attend one in
Denver in January.

Steve West, vice-chairman of the council,
said he had some issues with spending mon-
ey to have someone attend trade shows.

Council member Nancy Cole said she felt
they should allow Dobbs to attend the one
in Denver because she feltit was a closer fit
than the ones in Wichita or Kansas City.

Council member Jerry Fairbanks asked
what goes on at the trade shows.

Dobbs said they are trade and sportsman
shows. She said the booth is sponsored by
Northwest Travel Council. She said a lot
of the people who come to the booth start
talking about hunting and go on to what is
available in northwest Kansas.

She said there are two or three who man
the booth on a four-hour shift.

Council member Larry Keirns asked if
Dobbs could isolate results from the trade
shows.

“If they contact us I could know some-
thing directly,” Dobbs said, “but we do not

have areally good tracking system.”

Council member Danny Archer asked
if all the people who man the booth come
from Goodland.

Dobbs said Donna Price of the Sherman
County Convention and Visitors Bureau
would go along with others from northwest
Kansas.

Council member Mike Cochran said he
felt the Denver trade show would be the
best for our area.

West asked council member Walt Lin-
thacum his opinion and he said he felt
Denver was the best.

West asked council member Shelley

Colby mother faces challenge
after birth, death of husband

By Vera Sloan
Colby Free Press
colby.society @ nwkansas.com

A young Colby mother faces the
challenge of raising her child by
herself since her husband husband
died of cancer earlier this month at
age 23.

Samantha Rhodig, now 19, said
she came from Texas as a fifth
grader with her mother and family
to live with her grandmother, Cathy
Brown.

She described herself as a care-
free and happy teenager when she
met Dustin Rhodig, “the boy of her
dreams.” They fell in love. Like
many young people, they dated,
had fun and dreamed of a future
together.

A growth had developed on
Dustin’s leg as a youngster, she
said, but doctors thought it as “a
growth spur.” They gave it no fur-
ther thought.

When he was 22, Samantha said,
he was out running when a carr that
seemingly came out of nowhere

Colby college gets

Students studying agriculture at
the Colby Community College had
anew tractor help them this last se-
mester thanks, in part, to grant from
the Dane G. Hansen Foundation.

The brand new 100-horsepower
Ford New Holland arrived in June,
College foundation director Nick
Wells said, and the students and
teachers started using it almost im-
mediately.

“We’ve gotten great use out of
it,” he said.

The new tractor has front wheel
assist with a full bucket and grappel
fork, which helps in moving large
round bales, Wells said. This helps
with safety, he said, since moving
the big bales can be dangerous.

The money to help buy the new
tractorcame atanexcellenttime, Wells
said, because the transmission on the
old tractor gave out the same week the
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hit him.

The trauma from the accident ap-
parently activated a tumor at the ex-
actspot where the supposed growth
spur had been located, she said.

The tumor grew quickly, and
he was soon diagnosed with bone
cancer.

The future looked uncertain for
the young couple.

Dustin learned that if he kept his
leg, he might have only six to eight
monthstolive, butthatif they could
amputate it, he would have a year
or two.

Dustin underwent chemo and
radiation, she said, but the effects of
treatment took their toll on his blood
count. And with alow blood count,
surgery was no longer an option.

Through time-consuming deci-
sions and doctors’ appointments,
the young couple had to put off mar-
riage, she said, although Dustin des-
perately wanted to have a child.

Samantha became pregnant, and
they waited together for the birth
of what they learned was to be a

$45,000 grant came through.

The new tractor has proved a
hit with the students in the beef
and horse programs, he said. Last
semester the school had about 20
students in its horse program and
25 in the beef program.

The tractor was purchased lo-
cally, he said, through Dougherty

son. They were married and began
counting the days for the baby to
arrive.

Dustin’s health continued to
deteriorate, though, and he chose
to spend his days athome to be near
his wife and the baby. She stayed by
his side 24 hours aday, seven days a
week to care for him.

Dustin tried to hang on to see his
son, she said, but that was not to be.
He died at home on Nov. 10.

Samantha faced the end of her
pregnancy with her grandmother
by her side. Dustin II was born
Dec. 16 with his daddy’s dark hair
and eyes, a mere 36 days after his
father died.

Samantha says she’s doing fine.
She said she gets her strength to
face each day from the dreams she
and Dustin had for their son, and
from her family, her friends and her
faith in God.

She said wants to enter the nurs-
ing field and hopes to enroll in a
certified nurse aide course in the fall
if she can find the money.

Implement, which is now Farm
Implement and Supply. However,
the local dealer did not have what
the college needed in stock, so the
tractor was shipped in from a Plain-
ville dealership, Wells said.
Theoldtractor,a 1975 John Deere
40-20, has not been put out to pas-
ture, however. It’s in the process of

Thompson and she said thought Denver
might be beneficial.

Dave Daniels, city commissioner and
ex-officio member of the council, asked
if the council was focusing on a tourism
project on on an economic development
program. He said he felt it would make
more sense if they were going to a show
where people were looking for sites to
locate businesses.

“That is why I ask that question,” Fair-
banks said. “I would like to have more
information about what our objective is and
who is going to be there.”

West asked for a consensus and Archer

made a motion to allow Dobbs to go to
Denver. He said he would like to see some
results about who she has talked to during
the show.

Marciea Weaver, who was elected to
fill a vacancy on the council, said she had
been involved in economic development
efforts for 22 years, and was at many trade
shows.

“I can say from my experience the suc-
cessful contacts will come from the least
likely place,” she said.

The council unanimously approved the
motion to allow Dobbs to go to the trade
show in Denver.

Lt

New mother, Samantha Rhodig admired her 6-day-old son, Dustin Rhodig Il as she contemplated
plans for their future. The baby’s father and namesake died of cancer Nov. 10.

orant to buy Ford farm tractor

being rebuilt so the college should
soon have two tractors.
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‘January Consult Schedule

goodland Regional Medical Center

ALLERGIST**
CARDIOLOGIST
CARDIOLOGIST
CARDIOLOGIST**
COUNSELING SERVICES
DERMATOLOGIST
DIETITIAN

EARS, NOSE, THROAT
ENDOCRINOLOGIST
GASTROENTEROLOGIST
GENERAL SURGEON
GENERAL SURGEON
GYNECOLOGY
NEUROLOGIST

Jeffrey Rumbyrt, M.D.
Barry Smith, M.D.
Vijay Subbarao M.D.
Babar Ali, M.D.

Thursdays by Appointment
January 8 & 29

Monday - Friday

January 9, 16 & 30
January 9, 15, 16, 29 & 30
January 21 & 22

January 8 & 22

Charles Ruggles, M.D.
Sarah Linton, RD, LD, CDE
Alfred N. Carr, M.D.

Gerald Poticha, M.D.

Jeffrey D. Huston, M.D.
David D. Beck, M.D.

Jeffrey Cross, M.D.

Laura Rokosz, M.D.

Steven J. Gulevich, M.D.

OBSTETRICS/GYNECOLOGY David Forschner, M.D.

ONCOLOGY

Gary Doolittle, M.D.

ONCOLOGY/HEMATOLOGY Martin Rubinowitz, M.D.

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
OPHTHALMOLOGIST
OPHTHALMOLOGIST
OPHTHALMOLOGIST**
OPHTHALMOLOGIST**
ORTHOPEDIST
ORTHOPEDIST
ORTHOPEDIST
ORTHOPEDIST
ORTHOPEDIST
ORTHOPEDIST
ORTHOPEDIST
PATHOLOGIST
PODIATRIST
PODIATRIST
PULMONOLOGIST
RADIOLOGISTS
SPEECH THERAPY
SUBSTANCE ABUSE DIR.
UROLOGIST
UROLOGIST
UROLOGIST

Brian Joondeph, M.D.
David Pfoff, M.D.
Ronald Wise, M.D.
Eric Fry, M.D.

William Clifford, M.D.
Tim Birney, M.D.
Armond Hatzidakis M.D.
James Holmes, M.D.
Edward Parks, M.D.
Raj Bazaz, M.D.

Kevin Nagamani, M.D.
Gareth Shemesh, M.D.
Pathology Services P.C.
Erik Ouderkirk, D.P.M.
Daniel Mallett, D.P.M.
Ken Weisiger, M.D.

Professional Radiology Services

Lisa Paxton CCC-SLP
Fred Waters, CADC III
Darrell D. Werth, M.D.
Wallace Michael Curry M.D.
Kevin McDonald M.D.

January 19

January 14 & 28

January 8
January 26

January 15

January 14 & 28
January 7, 14 & 21

January 21

January 9, 16, 23 & 30

January 6
January 21

January 12, 19 & 26 19.

January 16
January 8
January 9
January 12
January 5
January 26
January 19
January 12
January 8

February 12 & 13 40.
Call for Availability

January 14
January 21

January 5 & 12
WEEK DAYS
Monday - Thursday 50

Mondays
January 6

February 10

January 20

**For an appointment with the Allergist please call 1-888-849-8424

**For an appointment with Dr. Ali please call 1-888-625-4699 select option 4
**For an appointment with Dr. Fry or Dr. Clifford please call 1-800-526-3937

Goodland Family Health Center (106 Willow Road (785) 890-6075
Monday i Friday, 8a.m. to Sp.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Walk-in Clinic Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.

Dr. Mohedine Shafei (Out of office on Monday)

Dr. Travis Daise (Out of office on Wednesday)

Dr. David Younger (Out of office on Thursday)

Jackie Jorgensen, ARNP
Lindsay Taylor, PA

6. Basics

10. Redirect
11. Angelic

Clyde

17.Cainand ____
18. Mexican shawl
Large artillery
22. Gambling town

24. Trash container

29. About an EMT
35. Seaport in Finland
36. 6th Jewish month

The highest points
42. Dressed
43. Overhung
45. Soft and sticky
47. Of an empty sink
49. Float on the water
. Reap (Spanish)
51. Grey sea eagle
52. Enlighten
CLUES DOWN
1. Public TV
2. Wife of Jacob
3. Assumed name

CLUES ACROSS
1. Athenian philosopher

9.__ d: praise greatly

14. Island in the Firth of

15. Public executioners

23. Source of chocolate

28. Playful harassment

38. In an arched manner

4. Processes leather
5. Matured beyond
6. Access to pressured air
space
7. Women’s undergarment
8. Co-tangent (abbr.)
10. Spectacle locations
12. Give forth
13. Removed from power
14. Manila hemp
16. Point midway between N
and E
17. Atomic #89
20. No (Scottish)
21. Drunkard
25. A citizen of Thailand
26. Fled from confinement
27. More bead-like
29. Vinyl paint polymer
30. Jack P___: talk show host
31. Nocturnal masked mam-
mal
32. GWTW’s Mr. Wilkes
33. S.E. Asian peninsula
34. Mammalian enzyme
37. Counted on
39. 36 inches (abbr.)
40. Blood group
41. Grey faced shrew
44. People who cannot hear
45. Gaborone airport code
46. Relevant to us
48. Not wet
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