The Goodland Star-News | Tuesday, February 23, 2010 5

Commissioners review dog pound contract

By Tom Betz

nt.betz@nwkansas.com

Sherman County commissioners reviewed
the revised dog pound contract Tuesday morn-
ing, and agreed in principle to the changes and
raise in cost.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas said the com-
mittee had met and heard the city did not want to
include the clause about paying the utilities.

He said Janet Rumpel, county clerk, had said
the county could not abate the property taxes
without going to the state, and that the property
taxes included money for the school district.

He said under the revised contract the Paw
Wash owned by Kathy Schermerhorn would
pay the utilities and the property taxes, and to
allow that the annual contract amount had been
increased to $27,000.

Rumpel said the commissioners should check
with Terry Ballard, county assessor, to see if he
had arrived at an assessed valuation.

Thomas asked if Schermerhorn had applied
for the neighborhood revitalization program that
would have given her a property tax break.

Commissioner Cynthia Strnad said she did
not know it was possible because this was com-
mercial.

Rumpel said it does not matter that program
covers all projects.

Thomas said the total amountis what Schermer-
horn is going to be offered, and that it was not
yetadone deal.

Strnad said Schermerhorn is planning to have
a spay and neuter clinic available, and with the
photos taken by Ballard said the future plans
are for trees and windbreaks as well as concrete
pens.

Thomas suggested checking with Ballard
to see how close the figure is for the property
taxes.

Strnad said to help out Kanorado Co-op is
donating a pallet of food to be split between the
pound and the animal shelter. She said she is
going to ask Brad Cowan if Frontier Ag would
make a similar donation.

Ballard came to the meeting and said he had
been out to look at the facility. He said itis anice
facility for the animals and has a good system
tocleanitup.

He said he has aquestion on the dog pound and
issortof on limbo. He said part of the question is
that it is being utilized for a city and county dog
pound. He said his thought was to lean toward
the residential class.

He said as residential, the property tax would
be about $300 a year, but if it was commercial it
would be about $650 a year. He said it is being
used as a public service, but it is sort of a busi-
ness.

Strnad said a businessman went to look at the
pound and thought it was a disaster.

Ballard said it was much better than what is
being used now.

Strnad said the hail storm in July put some
holes in it, but the insurance paid to have it
repaired.

The commissioners agreed that the increase
in the annual cost was within their ability as it
would be about the same as it would have been
with the property taxes abated.

The county commissioners may have achance
to approve the dog pound contract at their meet-
ing at 7:30 a.m. on Friday.

City struggles with approving dog pound contract
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cerned about the cost of the dog
pound operation going up.

Fairbanks said she was on the
original committee and was assured
Dr. Smith had been talked to about
the plan. She said she had not visited
with Dr. Smith face to face.

“I had not heard Dr. Smith had
called anybody,” she said, “nor has
he been to any meeting.”

Daniels asked if Prairieland Ani-
mal Clinic would be where dogs or
cats are treated in the first five days.

Gerber said it was the intent to
have the vet work done in Goodland.
He said the contract says that Scher-
mahorn is to contact him or Sheriff
Kevin Butts before doing anything
with a dog.

Billinger suggested putting in the
contractthatif any vetcareisneeded
that the animal would be taken to
Prairieland.

Gerber said he feltaline could be

putin to cover that.

Daniels said he thinks there are
a lot of things probably missing in
the contract.

“The committee has done a good
job,” he said. “You came up with
the contract Paw Wash did notcome
up with it.

“We did not have any bid specifi-
cations and no one was asked about
what the charges would be.I am not
sure we know where we are as ithas
not been done in the open through a
bid situation.”

“True we did not put an ad in
the newspaper saying give us a
proposal,” Gerber said. “This has
been hanging out there for eight
months.”

“Ifthis goes through we probably
cannot go back to Dr. Smith,” Dan-
iels said. “Once we make this step
we will be fixed into the cost.”

“We will probably be building
our own pound if we have to go that
way,” Billinger said.

“That is part of what I am con-
cerned about,” Daniels said.

“I agree with you about how this
was handled with Gary,” Billinger
said. “I have talked to him several
times about this.”

The first time Fairbanks made a
motion to approve the contractnone
of the other three commissioners
said anything as there was dead
silence for several minutes.

“I find this very frustrating,”
Fairbanks said. “IT know this did not
happen the way it was supposed to
happen. We have tried to do any-
thing that was needed to get this go-
ing. I understand the concerns. We
have to get past how it got started.
We have to make a decision. We
need to do something.

“We can look at it after the 18
months, but we have to move for-
ward. We have to stand behind the
decisions we make and feel this is
one we can stand behind.”

Gerber said after the previous
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meeting when the contract was not
adopted the changes were made to
make it adoptable. He said if that is
not the direction the commissioners
feel the city needsto take,he wanted
to know what to do. He asked if the
commissioners want to putitout for
bids or stay with the status quo.

Daniels and Garcia talked about
their objections to the contract
which mostly were centered around
the increase in cost and they were
disappointed what started out as a
joint project with the county was
whittled down to a 70-30 split.

“We seem to be at a stalemate,”
Billinger said.

Fairbanks rephrased her motion
to approve the contract, and Garcia
seconded.

When the vote was called Daniels
said he would like to have seen this
bid out, but felt the cost was close
and finally said “yes.”

The others voted yes to approve
the contract 4-0

Sheriff wants
commissioners
to make a decision
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“I hope you do something,”
Butts said, “because it is not
working the way it is now. I am
tired of it and we need to move
forward.”

Butts said he was not saying
Pianalto was the problem, but that
“there was not enough of Burton
to go around.”

Thomas asked Butts ifhe would
like to hire another person.

“I'would like to know what you
are going to do,” Butts said. “I
need to know so I can get things
moving.”

Strnad said she did not see what
the commissioners could do,
and suggested it would be better
for the discussion to be held at
budget time.

Butts said he felt Selby could
make some cuts in her office if she
really wanted the investigator in
her office this year.

Thomas said the commis-
sioners had thrashed the subject
about, but have not looked at the
details.

“If she wants that position there
are alotofthings thatcanbe cutto
get that done,” Butts said.

“What is your position about
what Burton needs todo,” Thom-
as asked.

“I think he ought to go to Bon-
nie’s office,” Butts said. “There
is not enough of Burton to go
around.

“The position was originally set
up to have him look over the cases
to see if they are ready to be filed.
What is happening now is Burton
is taking over the case. That is not
what I have planned and I did not
want to give up my deputy.”

Strnad said it sounds like Pian-
alto needs to be in the attorney’s
office and the sheriff needs to hire
an investigator. She said talking
about budgets and money, “I
know you are not obligated, but
are there any extra funds in your
budget we could transfer to the
county attorney for this year.”

“I would say I am not willing
to transfer anything now,” Butts
said.“Thave notlooked atitin that
way.Icutmybudgetdown anddo
not know if I could cut it further.
My budgethas gone down the last
three years at least.”

“What happens if we are not
able to make the move,” Strnad
said.

“He will have to go back to
doing more work in my office,”
Butts said, “and go back to re-
viewing the cases. If the guy |
brought back from Houston is to
be prosecuted I can see Burton
spending alot of time on him, and
that is probably a good thing.”

Commissioner Max Linin said
he felt better about the discus-
sion.

“I think we do need two posi-
tions,” he said, “but not sure it will
happen this year.”

Butts thanked the commission-
ers for looking at the budget, and
saidif there were any future meet-
ings with one of hisemployees he
would like to be notified.

The commissioners spent time
looking at the county budget, but
did not make any motions about
moving money tocreate aninves-
tigator position in the attorney’s
office. The indication was the
commissioners wanted to wait
until July to see where the budgets
and income are.
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Leon Kelly

“Serving Eastern Colorado
"9

for 35 years!

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!
See our ad in The Goodland Star-News!

1624 S. Main Street

SHELTER

INSURANCE

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Residential & Commercial HVAC
New Installations-Replacements-Service
Phone: (719) 775-2914  Toll Free: (800) 678-2914
Fax: (719) 775-9596  Email: plahtg@co-isp.com
976 Main Street, Limon, CO 80828

Free Estimates!
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“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR * FARM + BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent

Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Customized

with

requiring

(785)332-3370

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTimATES

(785) 462-6908

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial

Free EsTimATES

Jim Murray - Owner

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

(785) 443-1339

prescriptions for patients
unique medical situations

unique medical solutions.

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Etc. *
+ Remodels & Additions *

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

&= Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy

James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A

Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado

since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

WWW.MYWINDOWCLEANER.COM

Eldean and Janet Griffith 155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS
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Little Company
Licensed Daycare

e Openings for 18 months +
* Affordable rates, flexible hours
For more information contact

Arlene Lovington at
(785) 728-2130 (Goodland)
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wide variety of

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists | cjeaning products

Commercial & Residential for Commercial
* Advanced cleaning methods and Residential
* Affordable Quality Service *Spot & Spill Service S
* Water Damage Restoration * VCT Tile & Ceramic Maintenance xoo((\ )
O

Colby, Kan. (785) 462-8313 Toll Free (800) 473-4138 60‘\ &
www.profloorcareandsupply.com RNZAS

* Drinking Systems
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Better Water. Pure and Simp-le'”“ g:?:l%fse mice % Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)
Scheopner’s Water
Conditioning, Inc. * Water Coolers
904 Main, Goodland * Salt Sales & Delivery

(785) 899-2352
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER

FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BusiNess Loopr
GoobLanp, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317
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