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The Goodland Star-News will 
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing in a news story. Please 
call our office at (785) 899-2338 
to report errors. We believe that 
news should be fair and factual. We 
want to keep an accurate record 
and appreciate you calling to our 
attention any failure to live up to 
this standard.
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Beautiful Listings from Homeland Realty!

Go to our website and see  ALL our listings!
www.goodlandnet.com/homeland
1112 Main, Goodland
785-899-3060 Toll Free 1-866-899-3060
Make an appointment to see any of 
our fine HomeLand listings!

“Western Hospitality”

1209 Center St....One of a kind 
jewel!! You will fall in love 
with this picture perfect, two 
story home.  It offers 6 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms, gorgeous 
woodwork, fabulous kitchen, 
formal living and dining rooms, 
parlor, full finished base-
ment. Sellers have completely 
upgraded the mechanical systems and have restored and rejuve-
nated every area of this lovely home. There is a detached double 
garage, detached workshop, fenced yard, sprinkler and drip 
system.  You owe it to yourself to see all this home has to offer.  
Call Rose Koggie.

867 Centennial...Ranch home in the Paxton Addition offers over 
1,800 sq feet of 
main floor living 
area, there is also 
a full unfinished 
basement which 
is partitioned 
off in (1) 25x48 
room & (1) 

15x48 room plus a 4x8 storage area. Lots of possibilities. It is 
plumbed for a bathroom. The home includes 3 bedrooms, 1 3/4 
baths, family room off the kitchen with fireplace, formal living 
room. Convenient kitchen which has been completely remod-
eled with new cabinets, counter tops, built in hutch, and flooring.
Neutral carpeting throuhout. Fenced backyard, large patio, all 
new 24x24 steel building which is insulated & heated. Double car 
oversized attached garage. Lots of parking space behind house 
for that RV, boat, truck or maybe a garden. Priced to sell. Call 
Tom Harrison to see this property at 785-899-3060, or 1-866-899-
3060.

308 Main St.... Cute bungalow which was remodeled in 2000-
2001 with all new wiring, 
insulation blown in attic, 
central heat/air, new flooring 
in kitchen and bath, new bath 
vanity and tub surround. Main 
floor has living room with 
dining area, kitchen with stove 
and refrigerator, and one bath. 
Full unfinished basement (2 
rooms are partitioned off). Call Tom to see this house today!

Benefit Soup Supper and 
Dance for Blayze Bahe

March 6, 2010 at Goodland Elks Lodge

Soup Supper 4-7 p.m.
$7/adult    10 and under $3.00
Dance from 9 p.m. to 12 a.m.

Free will offering

Silent Auction
7-9 p.m.

4 p.m. until gone (free will offering)

“Early Bird” Town Hall Meeting
Senator Ralph Ostmeyer and Representative Jim Morrison 

will be in Goodland on Saturday, Feb. 27 from 7-8 a.m. 
at the Goodland High School Auditorium

The State of Kansas’ $400,000,000 budget deficit will be the 
focus of the town hall meeting. Questions will be generated from 
the health care, education, transportation and agriculture sectors 

of Sherman County.

PLAN ON ATTENDING TO VOICE YOUR CONCERN

Hosted by Sherman County Farm Bureau

City accepts offer to purchase school property
By Tom Betz

nt.betz@nwkansas.com
City commissioners approved a motion 

on Tuesday to formally accept the school 
district offer to sell the city land on Kansas 
Ave. to be used for the water treatment 
evaporation ponds.

The school board had approved a motion 
at their meeting to sell the land — about 27 
acres — to the city for $100,000. The city 
commission met in special session with 
the school district and said that was the 
best offer for the land as it would save the 
city about $100,000 to locate the evapora-
tion ponds next to the water collection and 
treatment plant already planned for Kansas 
Ave.

Mayor Pro Tem Rick Billinger, handling 
the meeting in the absence of Mayor Josh 
Dechant, said he has seen water project 
materials arriving and the city needs to meet 
with the farmer who has a wheat crop on the 
school land. He said the city manager needs 
to talk to the farmer about the project and 

what sort of damages may occur to the farm 
ground before harvest time.

In other business the commissioners:
• Approved the economic development 

incentives policy discussed at the previous 
meeting.

City Manager Doug Gerber said the 
changes suggested by the commissioners 
had been made. He said it is a good begin-
ning for the city.

Commissioner John Garcia said the 
major changes were splitting the clause 
about partial gifting of city property and 
eliminating an application fee.

Gerber said those were the major chang-
es.

Garcia said he felt the city administration 
had done an extensive job of developing 
the policy.

Commissioner Annette Fairbanks said 
she agreed the city staff had done a good 
job of putting the policy together and made 
the motion to approve.

Commissioner Dave Daniels seconded 

the motion saying it was a good start, and 
the policy was approved 4-0.

Gerber said the policy is not any kind of 
silver bullet, but it does provide the commis-
sion, potential business and citizens with an 
idea of the types of incentives the city can 
offer and will consider.

• Reviewed a draft of city fees to see 
where they might be changed or left alone.

The fee schedule for equipment use will 
clear up a lot of questions Gerber said.

The commissioners asked if the city 
equipment is rented very often. Gerber 
said it is a rare thing, but this way everyone 
knows what the cost is and what the rules 
are.

On the building fees, Daniels asked about 
a fee based on the project cost.

Gerber said the figure was an error and 
would correct it to say $25 plus .25 percent 
of the project cost for the building permit 
fee.

The electrical and plumbing fees have 
been simplified, Gerber said, and the permit 

fee is similar to the building permit fee.
On the police department fees, Gerber 

said these were being cleaned up and 
standardized with elimination of a storage 
fee on bicycles, and removing any license 
fee for bicycles. He said the city wants to 
encourage people to license their bicycles, 
but does not see it as necessary to charge 
for those.

The alcohol license fees will go up under 
the recommendation by $25 for the permit 
licenses and for a temporary beer license 
will go up to $50. Gerber said the fees in-
clude $25 the city has to send to the state.

The annual license fees remain the 
same.

The cemetery fees brought some ques-
tions from the commissioners.

The recommendation is to raise the burial 
plot fee to $200 per plot from the $50 cur-
rently and to raise the administrative cost 
for a disinterment to $500 from the $50 
currently.

Gerber said the city does not have to do 

too many disinterments, but City Clerk 
Mary Volk said it comes up more than she 
expected, and is a complicated process.

No changes are included in the city utility 
rates for electric, water or sewer.

Gerber said on Steever Water Park the 
fees were being simplified so all children 
over 6 are charged the same rate.

Daniels suggested the city try doing a 
program of giving the motels special free 
passes for the water park.

The commissioners agreed to review for 
formal approval the city fee schedule at the 
meeting on Monday, March 1.

• Gerber mentioned there is a new histori-
cal mural in the front office at the adminis-
tration building and said the credit goes to 
Leon Volk.

• Gerber said the airport approach situa-
tion may have been resolved, but it was not 
formal yet. He said Darin Neufeld gets a lot 
of credit for getting it solved.

Goodland 
Scouts attend 
Klondike 
competition

Goodland Boy Scouts Jonah Mc-
Clung, Seth Stramel and Kyler Amthor 
(left) spliced poles together to make it 
long enough to reach across a speci-
fied distance to recover a mouse trap 
(above) as part of one of the tests at the 
Klondike Scout event held at Atwood 
on Feb. 13.

Scoutmaster Gary McClung took the 
three scouts — members of Goodland 
Scout Troop 142 —to the event where 
each competed in several different 
events. The events included hatchet 
throwing, pancake frying and tossing, 
the retrieving event and a couple others, 
McClung said. 

He said the plan had been to spend the 
night, but most of the other troops had 
other things to do, and everyone ended 
up going home.

The Goodland Scouts plan to hold 
their annual Chili Feed from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Saturday at the United Method-
ist Church Fellowship Hall.

Photos by Gary McClung
Goodland Scout Troop 142


