
The Goodland Star-News
(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association

Inland Press Association   Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: star.news@nwkansas.com
   Steve Haynes, President
   Tom Betz, Editor 
   Pat Schiefen, Society Editor
  
  Jessica Corbin, Josh Harenberg  
 Advertising Department

  Sheila Smith, Office Manager
Nor’west Press

Richard Westfahl, General Manager
Jim Bowker, Betty Morris, James Jackson,

Lana Westfahl, Kris McCool, Monica Aaron, Gary Meyer, 
Barbara Ornelas, Judy McKnight

 

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services
(nt.betz@nwkansas.com)  

Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)  

Published every Tuesday and Friday except the days observed for New 
Year’s Day, Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving  and Christ-
mas Day, at 1205 Main Ave., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Good-
land, Kan., Post Office under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1878. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Star-News, 
1205 Main Ave., Goodland, Kan. 67735. 

TELEPhONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: star-news@nw kansas.
com.  Advertising questions can be sent to:  goodlandads@nwkan sas.com

The Goodland Star-News assumes no liability for mistakes or omissions 
in advertising or failure to publish beyond the actual cost of the ad. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three 
months, $29; six months, $46; 12 months, $81.  Out of area, weekly mailing 
of two issues: three months, $39; six months, $54; 12 months, $89 (All tax 
included). Mailed individually  each day: (call for a price).

Incorporating: 

The Goodland Daily News
1932-2003

4  The Goodland Star-News / Tuesday, March 23, 2010

from our viewpoint...

Historic votes pass 
health care reform

Local poll resounding ‘NO’ to health care

More than 14 months of argument, hundreds of hours of rhetoric 
and millions of dollars spent lobbying on both sides came full 
circle as the U.S. house of Representatives voted 219 to 212 to 
pass the U.S. Senate health care bill Sunday evening.

The action sends the Senate bill to President Barack Obama to 
sign health care reform into law. It was not without heated argu-
ment and emotional passion on both sides of the house chamber 
on Saturday and Sunday.

Democrats worked over the past week to get the majority to 
pass the Senate bill and work out the reconciliation bill to “fix” 
the Senate bill that takes back room deals out of the bill and makes 
changes sought to improve the Senate bill.

Lots of questions about the process were raised as the majority 
party sought ways to get the bill passed and to give party members 
ways to show they improved the final product. The reconciliation 
bill has to be passed by the Senate, and house members who have 
not seen much action out of the other chamber have been skeptical 
this will be approved.

As expected not one Republican voted in favor of the bill while 
34 Democrats voted against the Senate bill.

The house sidestepped a motion to recommit the reconcili-
ation bill on a vote of 231 to 200, which was the Republicans 
final effort to stop the process. The vote on the reconciliation bill 
passed 220 to 211.

Debate was held in the house Rules Committee on setting the 
debate for health care on Saturday, and at the same time the house 
took up several resolutions of a more routine nature including one 
to recognize aviators who were shot down in hostile territory and 
evaded capture.

Democrats spoke in favor and said many servicemen from 
wars going back to World War II, Korea and Vietnam were shot 
down and evaded capture some even joining resistance efforts 
before they were able rejoin American forces. These men were 
not honored with any recognition for these efforts and there was 
no award for such bravery.

The Republican floor leader said he was in favor of the resolu-
tion honoring these servicemen for their valiant efforts. however, 
he and all of his subsequent speakers spoke more in opposition 
to the health care bill than adding anything to the resolution to 
honor the aviators. The same action by the Republicans followed 
on resolutions to support American troops with a moment of 
silence on March 26, honoring those who served during the Cold 
War and celebrating the anniversary of the battle of Iwo Jima in 
World War II.

On Sunday between the debate on the house rule establishing 
the debate on the health care bill, a vote was taken on the resolu-
tion recognizing the valor of the aviators who were shot down but 
evaded capture. That recorded vote found 426 in favor and none 
in opposition. Votes on the other resolutions had similar results 
with not one vote against.

America has health care reform. It took more than 14 months to 
get to this point, but it does not mean the fight is over. More words 
will pour out in the months to come as Republicans try to use health 
care to chop down the size of the Democrats majority. 

The Democrats can claim victory today, and let the American 
people decide if this was the right thing to do in November. 

The protestors in Washington on Sunday were both for and 
against the health care bill. The bill has passed, but the work has 
just begun. — Tom Betz

The little poll on health care reform among 
readers of this column turned out much as 
expected — No! The total vote was 66, with 
44 voting no and 22 voting yes. This was a 
good turnout for a straw poll and I thank all 
who took part.

Most respondents limited their vote to either 
yes or no, although a handful decided to com-
ment. Those comments pretty much mirrored 
the comments heard on television by leaders of 
both the Republican and Democratic parties. 

I hope a lot of you took advantage of C-
SPAN’s Sunday coverage. It outsmarted all 
other coverage on television which allowed 
for slanting, depending on the network you 
watched. C-SPAN covers these events with 
cameras rolling and no commentary by its own 
staff. What you see if what is happening.

What now for health care since President 
Obama’s plan squeezed through? It’ll be in-
teresting to see if what was being sold to the 
public will be delivered. 

Now with health care reform out of the 
way — will it ever really be out of the way — 
Congress can get down to the business of the 
people in other areas just as important as health 
care reform.

It will be interesting to see how long it takes 
both the house and Senate to get back to nor-
mal — whatever that is — and carry on with 
the people’s business.

Again, thanks for your interest in the poll.

-td-
Sorry, but I received zero Thumbs Up; 

maybe the poll had something to do with that. 
But please send your thumbs up to me at tad1@
st-tel.net, or call 890-2475 or drop them off at 
the Star-News office. Thanks in advance.

-td-
Watching the U.S. house of Representatives 

in session this past week, and at other times this 
session, I can’t understand why the speaker has 
to gavel the house in order so often and tell 
the members to take their seats or move their 
conversations out of the chamber. They act 
like youngsters who haven’t quite understood 
proper behavior. Shame on them — not the kids 
but the congressmen!

-td-
I am still in a state of shock over KU’s loss 

Saturday to Northern Iowa of the Missouri 
Valley Conference. For some reason, the Jay-
hawks just didn’t look like the Jayhawks we 
were used to seeing during the regular season. 
Something amiss there. however, I was elated 
with K-State’s victory Saturday advancing 
them to the Sweet 16. They looked mighty 

good. Let’s hope they keep it going for all of 
us proud Kansans!

-td-
Yes, that thing you see accompanying me 

is a cane. Never thought it’d come to that, but 
it sure has. I suffered a fall this past week and 
X-rays showed inflammation on the right side 
near the hip. So my good doctor administered 
a pain-relieving shot. The cane is supposed to 
help me relieve the pressure on that side. Takes 
a little while getting used to one of those things.  
The fall, unfortunately, occurred on stair steps, 
and thank heaven for hand railings.

-td-
Why don’t we just call this season of the 

year Springter — spring-winter combination. 
It happens without fail every year that March 
will give us warm temperatures and then toss 
in a mix of winter, such as we experienced last 
week and might experience again this week. 
It’s nothing new. There’s one television weath-
erman at Wichita that seems to delight in telling 
us the good and then injecting the otherwise. 
And all of the television weather guys and 
gals make their forecasts sound gospel-true: 
It “will” do this and it “will” do that. But we 
viewers know better: It “might” do this or it 
“might” do that. 

-td-
have a good evening! And, again, it’s been 

nice chatting with you. (tad1@st-tel.net)

Farmers, ranchers and landowners must 
continue to have the opportunity to use fire as a 
range management tool while maintaining the 
economic viability of the Flint hills.

Discussions are ongoing which will impact 
the future of pasture burning in this region and 
adjacent land. In past years, smoke generated 
from Flint hills burning has created temporary 
air quality issues in local areas and some down-
wind metropolitan areas. These air quality 
violations primarily occur during years with 
heavy fuel loads (abundant growth from last 
year’s grass and plants) and a shortened burn 
season due to climatic conditions, like 2009.

This has raised the eyes of regulators. Farm-
ers, ranchers and landowners understand the 
importance of this issue. They’re working 
toward possible solutions and alternatives

At stake is the ability for ranchers to burn 
their land in the spring, which rids the pasture 
of old-growth thatch and young woody growth 
from the landscape. By conducting such annual 
burns, the pastures produce re-growth of the 
native prairie grasses that provide nutritious 
forage for livestock as well as benefits for 
birds, plants and other animals that inhabit 
the prairie.

“Grass is the economic engine that drives 
the Flint hills,” says Steve Swaffar, Kansas 
Farm Bureau Director of Natural Resources. 
“Revenue generated by stocker cattle shipped 
to the Flint hills each year amounts to millions 
of dollars. Suspension of burning as a manage-
ment tool would be economically devastating 
to the region and the state.”

It is vital these cattle eat the nutritious, 
tender grass to put weight on each spring and 
summer. Without this annual pasture burning, 
new grass growth is more difficult as it tries to 
emerge from the previous year’s thatch. When 
that thatch is removed with fire, new growth 
emerges more easily and has greater nutritional 
value for grazing animals.

Ongoing research at Kansas State Uni-
versity confirms cattle grazing on this lush, 
new-growth grass can, on average, add an 
additional 32 pounds per head during the first 
90 days of grazing. Most of that additional 
weight is added in the first 30 days following 
a burn, when the grass has the greatest protein 

and nutrient content.
Do the math. If the average sale price for 

cattle is $1 per pound and Kansas brings in 
approximately 500,000 head of stocker cattle 
(that spend the spring and summer on this 
Flint hills grass), that adds an additional $16-
million to the regional and state economy.

Burning of the Flint hills region is also vital 
to maintain the prairie ecosystem. Burning 
promotes a diversity of grass and other broa-
dleaf species, but more importantly prevents 
the invasion of woody plants and tree species 
from encroaching on the grass landscape.

In turn, maintaining these acres in a prairie 
ecosystem supports the many grassland depen-
dent species, like greater prairie chickens and 
henslow’s sparrow. Ranchers also understand 
the importance of allowing the grasses to grow 
at the end of the season so there is adequate 
cover and refuge for wildlife during winter 
but also to maintain the health of the native 
ecosystem.

While agriculture remains the number one 
contributor to the Flint hills economy, tour-
ism and recreation also bolster the local and 
state coffers.

A healthy Flint hills region provides addi-

tional benefits including soil erosion control, 
carbon sequestration, water quality, recreation 
opportunities and wildlife diversity.

“Farmers and ranchers understand and use 
these fires wisely,” Swaffar says. “They have 
a long history of managing the prairie for 
economic and ecological purposes. They also 
understand the health issues associated with 
pollutants produced from range burning and 
they’re committed to look for solutions to alle-
viate as many of these concerns as possible.”

Livestock producers hope for a workable 
plan for mitigating smoke during future burn 
periods. It is essential any form of smoke man-
agement plan should not reduce the number of 
acres already preserved by fire management 
and cannot create a system unworkable for 
ranchers.

For generations, farmers and ranchers have 
lived in harmony with the prairie ecosystem 
within the Flint hills. These livestock produc-
ers have been good to the Flint hills and in 
turn the grassland has returned the favor. They 
look forward to working in harmony with their 
urban neighbors who may be impacted by this 
proven land management tool.

John Schlageck of the Kansas Farm Bureau 
has been writing about farming and ranching 
in Kansas for more than 25 years. He is the 
managing editor of “Kansas Living,” a quar-
terly magazine dedicated to agriculture and 
rural life in Kansas.     
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U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 hart Senate 
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. 
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts .
senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 hart 
Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 
20510. (202) 224-6521; web e-mail address 
— brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2202 Rayburn 
house Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20515. (202) 225-2715; Fax (202) 225-5124 
web address — www.jerrymoran .house .gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol 
Building Rm. 247W, Topeka, KS 66612.  
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address — jmor-
riso @ink.org

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol 
Building, Rm. 225-E, 300 SW 10th, Topeka, 
Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail address 
— ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us

Kansas Attorney General, 301 S.W. 10th, 
Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-1597 (785) 
296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699 TTY: (785) 
291-3767
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