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Tuberculosis cause discovered in 1882, still threat

Wednesday marks World Tuber-
culosis Day, the day in 1882 when
the microbiologist Robert Koch
revealed to a gathering of scientists
in Berlin that he had discovered the
bacteria that cause tuberculosis .

At that time, TB was humanity’s
single largest disease threat.

Known then as “consumption”
for the way its victims would waste
away, TB struck the young and old,
the rich and poor, the famous and
obscure throughout the world.

Among the dead were many be-
loved writers and musicians, such
as Henry David Thoreau, Franz
Kafka, Robert Louis Stevenson,
Steven Foster, D.H. Lawrence, Em-
ily Bronte, Frederic Chopin, John
Keats and Anton Chekhov.

Koch and his fellow scientists
were sure that his discovery would
lead to a cure that one day would rid
the world of TB.

But today, more than 125 years
after Koch’s breakthrough, TB is
still one of the gravest threats to
human health - although it is often

overlooked.

The dimensions of the global TB
emergency almostdefy comprehen-
sion. TB kills about 5,000 people a
day - nearly two million every year
- despite the fact that most cases are
completely curable.

Two billion people, roughly
one-third of the world’s popula-
tion, are chronically infected with
tuberculosis. Someone acquires a
new infection with TB every second
of every day.

Usually the body’s normal im-
mune response walls off the infec-
tion and keepsitunder check for life.
Butin five to 10 percent of infected
people the TB organism breaks free
atsometime in their lives and makes
them sick with active tuberculosis.

In most cases of active TB, the
organism takes hold of the lungs,
which helps spread the infection to
others. People with active pulmo-
nary TB can propel the organism
into the air around them whenever
they cough, sneeze or simply talk.

Left untreated, someone with
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The following real estate trans-
actions have been reported by the
Sherman County register of deeds:

The United States of America,
acting through the United States
Department of Agriculture, conveys
and quitclaims to Eloisa Franklin
and Leland L. Franklin, all interest
in Lots 18 and 19, in Block 15, in
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BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Free Estimates!

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!
See our ad in The Goodland Star-News!

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR « FARM * BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

the Second Addition to the City of
Goodland.

Phyllis L. Newson; Lonny L.
Liljegren and Elizabeth Liljegren
and Craig A. Liljegren and Jane
Liljegren, quitclaim to PLC Prop-
erties, LLC, Lots 16, 17 and 18 in
Block 23 in the Third Addition to
the Town of Goodland.

Plains Hearing & Air CondiTioning, Inc.

Leon Kelly
Residential & Commercial HVAC
New Installations-Replacements-Service
Phone: (719) 775-2914  Toll Free: (800) 678-2914
Fax: (719) 775-9596  Email: plahtg@co-isp.com
976 Main Street, Limon, CO 80828
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Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTimATES

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTimATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Your ad could be here!

Let us work for you!

Call 785-899-2338 today!

active TB will infect on average
10 to 15 other people. As some of
these people become ill with active
disease, they keep the infectious
cycle going.

Today tuberculosis goes hand-in-
hand with poverty. An overwhelm-
ing majority of active disease occurs
inless developed countries in Asia,
Africa and Latin America, where it
cripples economic advancement,
social progress and political free-
dom. The disease is also on the rise
in Eastern Europe and the former
Soviet Union.

In Kansas, the majority of cases
arise in people who have come from
countries where TB infections are
pervasive, or in those who have
close contact withactive TB athome
or at work. Two other high-risk
groups for TB are the homeless and
elderly people who may have been
infected as children.

Identifying people infected with
TB and treating them before they
spread the disease to others is an
essential function of state and local

health departments.

Kansas is fortunate to have a
dedicated group of well-trained
TB investigators, led by one of
America’s most respected experts
on the disease, Phil Griffin.

Griffin and his team in my di-
vision of Kansas Department of
Health and Environment ensure
that public health professionals
track down tuberculosis whenever
it turns up in our state, sometimes
in places that few others would
dare to enter. With compassion and
unwavering determination, these
dedicated public servants provide
treatments and support to people
infected with TB for periods up to
nine months or more.

Because TB treatment takes so
long, the organism is especially
prone to develop resistance to an-
tibiotics if doses are missed. New
drug-resistant strains are driving
up the cost of treating this disease,
and in some cases are making it
incurable.

That’s why it is so important that
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Rx compounding & Therapy

Customized
prescriptions for patients
with

unique medical situations
requiring

unique medical solutions.

NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL

James E.

Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

WINDOW CLEANING

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

WWW.MYWINDOWCLEANER.COM

Eldean and Janet Griffith 155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS

Fitzgibbons
._
Inc.

6930 Highway 27
Goodland, KS 67735

(785) 899-2288

e We sell Honda LLawn Mowers.

* We mow lawns.
* We do power raking

-call us to get on list now!
* We service all lawn mowers, small engines,
riding mowers, chain saws.

e We fertilize lawns.

e Starting April 1, see our new line of mowers
in front of Big Twin Automotive-NAPA
* Been in business 40 years.

We do it right!

public health staff work tirelessly on
each case of active disease to make
sure that every pill is swallowed
every day by every patient.
Beyond this, they trace and test
contacts of anyone suspected of
having active TB, to ensure that the
disease is contained. Thanks to their
hard work at the front lines of the
global war on TB, the rest of us can
enjoy lifein Kansas with a very low
risk of exposure to this disease.
Asthe anniversary of Koch’s dis-
covery approaches, it’s impossible
notto feel some regret that the early

hopes of eradicating TB remain un-
fulfilled. But here in Kansas we can
mix our disappointment with afeel-
ing of pride in the way that unsung
public health heroes are overcoming
TB in our communities every day,
wherever it is found.

Written by Dr. Eberhart-Phillips,
who is the Kansas State Health Of-
ficer and Director of Health in the
Kansas Department of Health and
Environment. He can be reached at
Jjeberhart-phillips @kdheks.gov.
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Commercial & Residential

* Advanced cleaning methods
* Affordable Quality Service *Spot &

* Water Damage Restoration * VCT Tile & Ceramic Maintenance \006‘ =)
Colby, Kan. (785) 462-8313 Toll Free (800) 473-4138
®

www.profloorcareandsupply.com
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Better Water. Pure and Simple™  since 1948

Scheopner’s Water

Conditioning, Inc.

904 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-2352
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Michael Downing

General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢+ Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Efc.
+ Remodels & Additions *

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Please stop by and register ASAP!

For grades 1-6 and ages 5 and 6
Boys and Girls

Games begin week of April 5!
Stop by The Goodland Activities Center today to
fill our your registration form!

www.goodlandgac.com =
808 Main Street
—ap-(785) 890-7242
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DAN BRENNER

FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, I-70 Business Loor
GoobLanp, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

GAME ON!

at The GAC!
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wide variety of
cleaning products
for Commercial
and Residential
Spill Service =
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* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery
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Llh‘le Company
Licensed Daycare

e Openings for 18 months +
e Affordable rates, flexible hours
For more information contact

Arlene Lovington at
(785) 728-2130 (Goodland)




