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Money available
for beginning farmers

Each year the Natural Resources
Conservation Service administers
millions of dollars worth of conser-
vation assistance in both technical
and financial form.

Historically under served produc-
ers fall into one or more of three
categories: Socially disadvantaged
farmer orrancher, Beginning farmer
or rancher and limited resource
farmer or rancher.

The 2008 Farm Bill recognized
these landowners and operators
as eligible for special incentives
for program participation. Those
incentives may include increased
payment rates, advanced payments
and/or special funding pools.

A'socially disadvantaged farmer
or rancher is a one who has been
subject to racial or ethnic prejudice
without regard to his or her indi-
vidual qualities. Producers quali-
fying for assistance as a socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher
mustidentify themselves as aNative
Americanor Alaskan Native,Asian,
black or African American, Native
Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander
or a Hispanic.

In order for a farm or ranch of

any type to be eligible for socially
disadvantaged status, atleast 50 per-
centownership of the farm orranch
must be controlled by a member of
one of the aforementioned groups.
Gender alone isnotacovered group
for conservation programs.

Beginning farmers or ranchers
are those producers who have not
operated a farm or ranch or have
been operating a farm or ranch for
fewer than 10 consecutive years.
This requirement applies to all
members of an entity to qualify as a
beginning farmer or rancher.

A limited resource farmer or
rancher is an individual or entity
with gross farm sales of not more
than the current indexed value in
each of the previous two years
($142,000for2010) and an adjusted
gross income of less than 50 percent
of the county median. Eligibility for
this group is self-determined by us-
ing the online tool located at http://
www.Irftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/.

For more information stop by the
Sherman County Farm Service Cen-
ter, 210 W. 10th, and visit with the
National Resource Conservation
Service staff (785) 899-3070.

1he voyage of the S.S.

Gigantic

“Thelastvoyage ofthe SS Gigantic” was a Lenten dinner theatre
presentation on April 3, by the First Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) Thespians. The play was a spoof of the movie “Titanic.”
Captain of the ship was played by Marvin Seaman, Montrose

Flicic

Richer played by Tyler Jones, Molly Green played by Judi Vignery,
Zach Doright played by Terry Smith, Thurston Haughty played
by Ron Vignery and Jeeves Buymeoff played by Shaunna Arm-
knecht. The show was directed by Pastor Carol Jolly.

Painting doesn't raise taxes

TAXES, from Page 1

depends on the circumstances of
the seller if they are trying to leave
town and have to sell their home
rather than allowing it to wait for
the market.

“Iamnot going to raise taxesona
house because it has been painted,”
he said, “but that doesn’t mean the
value won’t change.”

Ifthere are sales of similar houses
in the past five years the value may
change, he said.

“We are always taking out an old
sale and putting in a new sale in
the five-year average formula,” he
said. “That may cause a fluctuation
in value, but it will not be a major
fluctuation in value.”

City Commissioner Dave Daniels
said itis the perception of the public
thatif they have painted their house
the taxes will goup,and if they clean
up around the house that will make
the taxes goup evenif they have not
sold the house.

“We need to get the word out
that cleaning and painting is not
what changes the property taxes,”

appraised for,and then I see the inte-
rior photos and it says this has been
remodeled, this has been done and
that has been improved. If the in-
formation I have is not correct  am
going to update my information

“Itell people if you have a house
that looks like hell on the outside
and the inside has been totally re-
modeled I am going to undervalue
that house. If the outside looks well
maintained and the inside is not in
good shape I am going to overvalue
that house.”

Daniels said that was how they
had come to the point.

“How do we get people to under-
stand about normal maintenance to
the house,” Daniels said. “We want
to get people to fix their homes up.
We don’t want to have them say it
will raise their taxes. The dilema
is how do we get the citizens to
understand that cleaning up their
neighborhood is not going to raise
their taxes.”

Ballard said the county has had
the Neighborhood Revitalization
program since 2004, and people
have taken advantage of the pro-

out to appraised value you have a
large chunk of money.

“I have talked to a number of
people and some of the service
clubs,” Billinger said. “I would like
to get two or three organizations
together and get 50 people together
on a Saturday and pick an area and
get the city trucks to haul off the
trash and have eight to 10 people
with paint brushes. We would have
to get permission of the homeown-
ers, but we could change the whole
community.”

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
said he knew it was hard to explain
the fluctuations to people so if they
paint the house the taxes may go
down and if they don’t paint the
taxes may go up.

“Thatisthe point,” Billinger said.
“People should clean up, and know
itwillnothave adirectimpactonthe
property taxes.”

Ballard said this year a lot of
people will see their values godown
because the market was down.

Present from the city were Com-
missioners Billinger, Daniels,John
Garcia, Annette Fairbanks, Doug

Labor department provides free
posters to state employers

Employers are required by es,” said Jim Garner, Kansas

state and federal law to display
wage and hour, child labor law,
unemployment insurance and
workers compensation post-
ers in the workplace where
employees can read them.

The Kansas Department of
Labor provides these posters
free of charge to Kansas busi-
nesses.

“We are pleased to provide
this service to Kansas business-

Secretary of Labor. “Employ-
ers should never have to pay
for required state or federal
workplace posters.”

Both federal and state post-
ers can be downloaded and
printed from the KDOL Web
site (http://www.dol .ks.gov/
es/html/posters_DBR .html)
or can be requested by phone
or mail. Posters printed from
the department Web site and

displayed in the workplace are
sufficient to remain in compli-
ance with the law.

The state currently provides
Kansas Child Labor, Unem-
ployment Insurance and Work-
ers Compensations posters on
the site, among others.

The official Kansas Clean
Air Act non-smoking sign will
be available prior to the July 1,
effective date.
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