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Community Development Academy ignites spark

By Ron Wilson
Director of the Huck Boyd
National Institute
for Rural Development
at Kansas State University

Sometimes it takes a spark to
get something started, such as a
campfire. Today we’ll learn about a
southeast Kansas town which used
a Community Development Acad-
emy as a spark to start some exciting
community initiatives. It’s today’s
Kansas Profile.

J. D. Cox is city administrator
for the city of Neodesha. Neodesha
participated in a recent Commu-
nity Development Academy which
helped launch a new community
improvement process there.

J. D. and his wife come from
rural Kansas roots. She is from
Neodesha originally. J. D. attended
Independence schools, but he’s

from the nearby community of Elk
City, population 301 people. Now,
that’s rural.

J. D. had a career in the informa-
tiontechnology business which took
him to such places as Chicago, Dal-
las and Boston. But when he and his
wife wanted to start a family, they
felt a desire to raise their children
in a smaller, Midwest community.
In 1993, they moved to Neodesha
where J. D. took a position with a
local manufacturing company.

J. D. also got involved with the
local chamber and the county lead-
ership program. Eventually some
people asked if he would run for
the city commission - and he said
no. But after more encouragement,
he agreed to run and was not only
elected, he became mayor and was
re-elected twice.

In late 2004, the city adminis-
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trator stepped down. The other
commission members asked and
encouraged J. D. to take the posi-
tion, which he eventually did. J. D.
said, “T absolutely love it.”

In late 2009, J. D. saw a notice
about a Community Development
Academy that was being held for
teams of community volunteers
in southeast Kansas communities.
The academy was being conducted
by a consortium of groups, led by
K-State’s Center for Engagement
and Community Development, K-
State Research and Extension, the
Federal Home Loan Bank and oth-
ers, with grant support from USDA
Rural Development.

J. D. liked the fact that the acad-
emy was intended to bring together
representatives from differentareas
of the community, so he encouraged
Neodesha to put together a team

which participated in the 2010
academy. The team consisted of the
executive director of the chamber of
commerce, a hospital representa-
tive, an involved citizen, a banker
and J. D. He said,”We had really
good folks involved with a can-do
attitude.”

J. D. said, “The content of the
academy was really good. It wasn’t
just one-way delivery, it was a dia-
logue.” The dialogue involved some
homework, including an assessment
of their community by the team.

J. D. said, “It was a great process
to go through. We did it rapidly but
as comprehensively as possible.
And once the class was over, it
provided a framework for us to
work on.”

Thatisexactly what the team from
Neodesha did. When they got back
home, they engaged anumber of ad-

ditional citizens and started thinking
about goals and action plans for the
community. Those goals focus on
planning and development strate-
gies, community promotion, leader-
ship and community involvement,
and hazard mitigation and disaster
planning. The team will be going
to the city commission to seek its
support for this community engage-
ment process, which would include
town hall meetings and more citizen
input, leading to a strategic plan and
action steps.

J. D. said, “Were excited. We
want to reach as much of the com-
munity as possible in small group
settings, including schools, civic
organizations, and business and in-
dustry. Our overall goal isto engage
the community and encourage par-
ticipation in setting goals and spe-
cific actions for our community s

District Traffic

The following fines have been
paid in the Sherman County
District Court.

July 5: Dwight Scott Weber,
no seat belt, $5.00.

Richard A. Swanson, motor
carrier safety rules and regula-
tions, $193.50.

Marc G. Campbell, speeding,
$252.50.

Robin A. Rivera, unlawful
parking, $207.50.

Jorgue Ojeda, drivingonleftin
no-passing zone, $169.00.

Timothy A. Claytor, no seat
belt, $5.00

Allen Randall Terhune, Jr.,
driving with suspended license,
$393.50; no seat belt, $5.00.

Sarah L. Terhune, no seat belt,
$5.00.

July 6: Dana M. Hall, no seat
belt, $5.00.

Myron F. Martin, no seat belt,
$5.00.

Landon Z. Williams, no seat
belt, $5.00.

Norman E. Shull, no seat belt,
$5.00.

Committed to serving the
Goodland area since 1972!
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Frank C. Serrano, no seat
belt, $30; connecting and safety
equipment of towing vehicle,
$268.

July 7: Lauren M. Bedola,
speeding, $192.50.

Kaitlyn P. Brown, unlawful
parking, $174.50.

Meagan M. See, speeding,
$162.50.

Syliva M. Marinez, no seat
belt, $5.00.

July 8: Anthony D. Allen,
speeding, $207.50.

Ray L. Brigham, no seat belt,
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$5.00.

Brian J. Skinner, no seat belt,
$5.00.

Dayton A. Odonnell, unlawful
parking, $192.50.

Jacob Matthew Meier, no seat
belt, $5.00.

Scott L. Junze, speeding,
$174.50.

Pak L. Au, speeding,
$162.50.

July 9: Adam Bojoh, speed-
ing, $168.50.

Daniel B. Deal, unlawful park-
ing, $180.50.
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Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

Ryan M. Hitt, no seat belt,
$5.00.

Alice L. Heller, unlawful park-
ing, $168.00.

Bridget M. Crawford, speed-
ing, $174.50.

July 10: Mark D. Bradak,
speeding, $168.50.

Nicole D. Carson, speeding,
$168.50.

Elizabeth A. Morrison, speed-
ing, $288.50.

Jeremy Mills, no seat belt,
$60.00.

Let US work for
YOU!

Call
(785) 899-2338
today!

future.”He said, “The Community
Development Academy was the
spark that got us going.”

Additional Community Devel-
opment Academies are now being
offered in northwest and northeast
Kansas. For more information, go
to www.ksu.edu/cecd/cda.

Sometimes it takes a spark to get
something started. In this case, the
Community Development Acad-
emy provided a spark to help the
community of Neodesha think
strategically about its future.

We commend J. D. Cox and all
those involved in Neodesha for
making a difference by launching
this initiative. With that spark to
get things started, they are now
fanning the flames of community
engagement.

public notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

Packrats Storage
Andy Potterf owner of #20

Items will be sold or disposed
ofon Sept5,2010at 10:00 A.M.
at 419 E 19th, Goodland, Kan-
sas, if restitution is not made.

Published in The Goodland
Star-News, Friday, August 27,
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(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735
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Eldean and Janet Griffith 155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS
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DAN BRENNER

FORD-MERCURY, INC.

222 W. Hwy. 24, I-70 Business Loopr
GoobLanD, KS 67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770 :
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME « CAR + FARM * BUSINESS

Bowman’s
Heating /Air

Conditioning

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
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INSURANCE

% TRANE

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane?

577 W. 31st St.
Goodland, KS
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www.shelterinsurance.com

Plains Heating & AR CondiTioning, INc.
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New Installations-Replacements-Service
Phone: (719) 775-2914 Toll Free: (800) 678-2914
E-mail: plahtg@co-isp.com
976 Main Street, Limon, CO 80828
“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,
and now serving Western Kansas!”

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!
www.plainsheating.com
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wide variety of
cleaning products
for Commercial
and Residential

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Commercial & Residential
* Advanced cleaning methods
* Affordable Quality Service *Spot & Spill Service
* Water Damage Restoration * VCT Tile & Ceramic Maintenance\

Colby, Kan. (785) 462-8313 Toll Free (800) 473-4138
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