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Department budgets reviewed for more cuts

By Tom Betz
nt.betz@nwkansas.com

Commissioners went through
the budgets looking for additional
cuts or places to shift money for the
nextyear during their special budget
meeting on Friday morning.

In the special alcohol fund the
commissioners agreed to move about
$4,000 from Goodland Regional
Medical Center to assista youth pre-
vention program and Big Brothers
and Big Sisters of Sherman County.

Commissioner Cynthia Strnad
said it was her opinion that if the
county can help kids, “we are better
off than helping someone who is 60
and probably would not change.”

Commissioner Max Linin said he
agreed itis better to keep the money
with the kids programs.

The commissioners talked to
Sheriff Kevin Butts and Attorney
Bonnie Selby about moving the sal-
ary for the investigator to the county
attorney budget.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
said it was his understanding that if
Sheriff Butts needs Burton Pianalto
he can schedule that with Selby.

Selby said that was her under-
standing.

Butts arrived at this point and
Thomas went through it with him
to make sure everyone was on the
same page.

“What about the law enforcement
part?” Butts said. “If he is not under
me I cannot use him. In an emer-
gency I can use him, but if he is out
patrolling he needs to have adeputy
card from the sheriff’s office.”

Thomas asked if the investigator
can be paid through the attorney’s
office and be a deputy.

Butts said he had to check on
that part.

Strnad said if the investigator is
working out of the attorney’s office
he does not need a vehicle.

Butts said the investigator can use
the equipment he has now,and when
he is working for the sheriff he will
have a vehicle for use.

Thomas said the commissioners
felt there was enough left in the
sheriff’s budgetto give the deputies
araise to make them more competi-
tive.

Butts said that will be for the start-
ing deputies.

A question was asked about the
sheriff getting by with replacing one
pickup instead of two.

Butts said he could sell two older
trucks to help put money back in
the fund. He said he has two push-

ing 100,000 miles and would be
pushing 140,000 if he delays one
for a year.

Lininsaid Butts budgeted $55,000
for two pickups.

Butts said that is to buy two new
vehicles and does not include the
sale of the two older vehicles. He
said the ones he wants toreplace are
a2001 and a2004.

Thomas asked if Butts would be
replacing two vehicles the follow-
ing year.

Butts said with replacing two next
year he would only need to replace
one the next year. He said every
four years he needs to replace two
vehicles.

Butts later came back and said
Pianalto can work out of the attor-
ney’s office as long as he works for
the sheriff’s department one day a
month.

On the noxious weed budget
the commissioners agreed to put
$23,000 in the budget as a possible
downpaymentonanew spray truck,
but said they are not convinced the
new truck is the way to go.

Doug Hall brought some figures
to Linin about spraying the county.
He said it costs about $26 per mile
and there are 1,200 miles the county
maintains and another 250 miles of
minimum maintenance.

Linin said the county is not go-
ing to do a first mowing of weeds
nextyear.

“We cannot spray for that,” he
said. “All thatmowing does is make
it look pretty. We cannot afford to
look pretty. That is why we are not
doing the first mowing.”

Thomas said he did not want to
cut the budgets to the bone.

“We have to remember the more

we cut the harder itis to bring things
up next year,” he said. “We need to
have a carryover. Just because we
put the money in does not mean it
has to be spent.”

“We were too good last year,”
Strnad said. “Many counties are in
the same place we are.”

Thomas said people need to
understand they were trying to
improve services with the weed
spraying.

Strnad said she hopes people
understand the county is trying to
get into a system that will be less
expensive in the future.

The commissioners have decided
to end the neighborhood revitaliza-
tion program at the end of this year.
They feel it is hurting the county
rather than being an economic de-
velopment incentives.

To end the program the commis-

sioners will rescind a resolution
passed in August to renew the
program for the next three years.
The program has been in place for
more than five years, and the county
feels it is costing the county about
$40,000 a year in property taxes.

Thomas said he felt if someone
can afford to build anew house they
should pay the taxes.

Strnad said countywide itis cost-
ing almost $90,000 including the
city and schools.

She said she does not feel it is
working to help those in the manner
it was set up.

Thomas said he felt the commis-
sioners had reviewed the budgets,
and is not sure they have done that
much.He said the department heads
do a good job and so do county
employees.

He said the budgets donotinclude

any salary increases for next year.
He said the county is already look-
ing at 3 percent increases in costs
for benefits.

Strand said the closer budgets will
make iteasier for people to see what
is being spent.

“We need to let the public know
why we have carryovers,” Thomas
said. “We got caught this year
because we did not have a car-
ryover.”

Rumpel said she would find out
if the county can do a bond issue
for the chip seal of the roads and
the courthouse work. She said the
county can go up to $300,000 with-
out an election.

Strnad asked to have the chip seal
guy check out Eighth Street to see
if the street needs to be sealed. She
said it would be good if it could be
delayed for a year or two.

Stress of time warps windows

L

The glass has been long gone and the pressure of time has warped the wood
in opposite directions on the side of this old house that sits off I-70 a couple of probably tell a lot of stories about past evens on the High Plains.
miles into Colorado. The old wood frame house was probably a wonderful place

inits day, and the grey wood shows the years of weathering. The old house could
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kansas classifieds

Manufactured Homes
Easy and Quick. YOUR
DEED is what you need
for Land/Home 3, 4, 5
bedroom  singlewides,
doublewides, modulars.
800-375-3115 First time
homebuyers program
785-862-0321

Help Wanted
Barber County is seeking
an individual for Public
Works Director. Apply to
Barber County Clerk’s
Office, 120 E Washington,
Medicine Lodge, KS
67104 (620)886-3961.
EOE

Help Wanted
National Carriers
needs Lease,
Company

O/Q'’s,

Purchase,

30" % 40" 10’ Garage
(with bells and whistLes) szo '900

« Microfoil Insulation in roof & sides
« Two 9« 8 ins. garage doors

+ One 3" 9-lite entry door

« Two 3'x 3 insulated windows

* For a 24'x32'x10" Garage with the same details $15,900
Prices include: DELIVERY, TAXES, & INSTALL
on your level site. Travel charges may apply

QUALITY STRUCTURES

Specializing in

iplete post frame buildings

+ 4" Wainscoting
« Vented Ridge

Drivers for its Expanding
Fleet. Offering Regional/
OTR runs. Outstanding
pay package, Excellent
benefits, Generous home

time. 1-888-707-7729.
www.national carriers.
com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING:
Train for high paying
Aviation Maintenance
Career. FAA approved
program. Financial aid
if qualified - housing
available. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance
888-248-7449.

Help Wanted
PHYSICAL  THERAPY
ASST. Full Time $3,000
Sign-on Bonus. Be a part
of a Multi-Disciplinary

Consider the ESH Advantage

« Free Estimates
« Free On-Site Consultation
« Fully Insured
« Pre-engineered for code laws
« Licensed ICC General Contractor
+ 3-Ply Laminated Posts
----- (60 year warranty)
« Steel Roof and Sides
(40 yr. warranty)
+ 16 colors available

« 12" Soffit & fascia ~8'o/cPost Spaqng
« & concrete floor 4 o/cTruss Spacing
+90 MPH Wind Load
30Ib Truss Load
+ Site Preparation available
Richmond, KS Haven, KS

(800) 374-6988  (800) 208-9167

www.eshgs.com

Come visit our building exhibit, 508 23rd Terrace

at the Kansas State Fair - September 10-19!

team. Enjoy a positive
working environment
and an excellent benefit
package. Apply to:
Memorial Health System,
Human Resource Dept.
511 NE 10th Street,
Abilene, KS 67410, or
email: employment@

mhsks.org. EOE

Help Wanted Drivers
O/O’s FED EX GROUND
- All hub-to-hub miles
paid - Mileage Plus &
Fuel Programs -Monthly
Safety  Incentives -
Weekly Settlements
Fleet Owners Welcome!
866-832-6339 WWW.
buildagroundbiz.com

Legal Services

Social Security disability
claims; Saunders &
Saunders Attorneys at
Law. No recovery, No
fee! 1-800-259-8548.

HERNIA REPAIR?
DID YOU RECEIVE A
COMPOSIX KUGEL
MESH PATCH BETWEEN
1999-2007? If patch
was removed due to
complications of bowel
perforation, abdominal
wall  tears, puncture
of abdominal organs
or intestinal fistulae,
you may be entitled to
compensation. Attorney
Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Steel Buildings For Sale

Kansas State Treasurer

Dennis McKinney

Wants to help Veterans
claim their property

* QOver 10,000 Veterans

names listed

* $45 Million in Property

and Cash available

* 1,400 Recently added

new names

To find your name please visit:

www.KansasCash.com/PatriotsProperty

or
1-800-432-0386

20x8x8; 40x8x8;
4 8x8.5x9.5;
53x8.5x9.5 SHIPPING

CONTAINERS. Camlock
doors, hardwood floors
support forklift. Delivery
available. 1-785-655-
9430 Solomon. www.
chuckhenry.com

Special Notice

5th  Annual U.S, 36
Hwy  Treasure  Hunt
400-mile Garage Sale
across Kansas On U.S.
Hwy 36 - Sept 17-19,
2010 Information: www.
ushwy36.com

complete web listing,
photos, specs, pricing.

Homes For Sale
BANKER’S HOTLINE
Modular Home Loans
starting at 4.75%. $0
Down for Land Owners!
FREE Construction Loan!
316-633-4805

Manufactured Homes
1993 Fleetwood
16x80. Needs work. Sold
as is, where is. $6,000
or best offer. Must be
moved. 785-537-8111.

Wrestern Rlains Arts
Association Season @pener

Bum
the Kansas City Street Band

September 12 at Goodland High School
auditorium, starting at 2 p.m. MT
Admission: $12/adult $6/student

Season tickets available by contacting Roxie and Eric Yonkey,
or Curtis Duncan. ($40/adult, $15/student)

This concert sponsored in part by the Kansas Arts Commission and the National Endowment for Arts.




