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Teachers, alumni remember those school days

By Tom Betz
nt.betz@nwkansas.com

Friday afternoon things got going
for the All-School Reunion with the
teachers open house at the Goodland
Elks, and a large number of alumni
gathered to meet and talk with old
teachers.

One of those was Galen Schw-
ertfeger from the class of 1970 who
was talking toretired teacher Sharon
Palmquist.

Schwertfeger said he was a bad
boy in school, and later many of
his classmates agreed with that
description.

Sharon Palmquist and Galen Schwertfeger

He was saying to Palmquist he
had not been totally asleep in her
classes, and he had straightened up
after leaving Goodland. He lives in
Oklahomanow and said he has done
alot of different things and lived in
anumber of different places. He has
three engineering certificates and is
working on a masters.

He said he taught school for a
eight years and was an adjunct
professor at Oklahoma City Com-
munity College and Pratt Junior
College.

Palmquist said it sounded like
Schwertfeger has lived quite an
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interesting life.

“Iam a gypsie,” he said. “I don’t
lastanywhere very long.I getbored
like I did in my high school days.”

Palmquist said it was good to see
those who grew up as wild children
do well in their lives.

Schwertfeger said he now works
for the U.S. Department of Inte-
rior.

Palmquist said she probably had
a reputation as a stickler when she
was teaching.

Schwertfeger said he had the

reputation of being a loser.

“You challenged teachers,”
Palmquist said with a smile and a
laugh. ‘One thing I remember about
you was you were good looking.”

Classmate from 1970 Cathy
Waugh of Manhattan joined the
conversation and said she was
glad to see that many people. She
said she had gone to the prom with
Schwertfeger

“I was the bad boy of the class of
1970,” Schwertfeger said. “I made
it, but not here. But everyone here

helped.”

She said she is Bob’s daughter,
and said she was not nearly as fa-
mous as Galen.

She said she agreed with Galen
that Goodland gave them a good
basis.

She said she had helped at regis-
tration that morning and more than
1,100 had come from all over the
country. They were from California,
Washington,D.C.Floridaand many
Midwest states all coming back to
little Goodland High School.

She said she felt bad for other
schools that did not do the all-
school reunion because it was so
much fun.

Schwertfeger said it was a testa-
ment to what the institution did
because everyone who came from
Goodland High school did notleave
being timid. I was not their favorite
student, but I walked away with
some courage and fortitude to go
out and try something. I give that
credit to everyone here. It is a good
school.

Flatlander plans updated, county asked to contribute

By Tom Betz
nt.betz@nwkansas.com

The 25th Flatlander Fall Festival is com-
ing up in about six weeks and the Sherman
County commissioners heard about plans
to bring in a Nascar racing car as part of the
big show.

Flatlander Festival Chairman Brent
Wood was at the meeting on Tuesday to
update the commissioners, and ask them
to consider making a donation of $2.500 or
putting that in the budget for next year.

Wood said a lot of the same events are
planned for Flatlander to be held Sept. 23
to 25, and they continue to look for ways
to improve the whole weekend. He said
when the Flatlander Committee took over
the project five or six years ago they have
expanded it to three days with the racing
beginning on Friday and going through the
big street car and bike show on Saturday and
the talent show and Picnic in the Park on

Sunday afternoon at Chambers Park.

He said this year the committee has
agreed to change the hours on Saturday
from9a.m.to 3 p.m.to more accommodate
the way things have been operating. He
said there are a lot of events that begin at 3
p.m. on Saturday, and many of the vendors
on Main had closed by that time so they
felt it made sense to move the time up by
an hour.

“It is the same amount of hours,” Wood
said, “but it will better match with the other
events. The tractor pull starts at 2:30 p.m.,
the bike games start at 3 p.m. and the car
races start at4 p.m.”

He said the National Guard is bringing in
aNascar No. 88 National Guard Chevrolet
driven by Dale Earnhardt Jr., and feels it
will be a big draw.

Wood said the committee decided to
lower the booth price to $25 this year to
see if they can fill some of the blank spots

they had last year. He said the price had
been $45, and felt the food vendors had no
trouble making that and more, but some of
the craft vendors had atougher time. He said
the Flatlander food booth for the Knights of
Columbus has been one of the best for the
group and helps fund other programs.

“We are not trying to make money,” he
said,“butjusthold even and cover our costs.
We don’t really have other ways to raise
money except through the booth fees. We
are always looking for volunteers to help on
the committee.”

Wood said he is trying to organize a horse-
shoe tournament to be held at Chambers
Park on Sunday afternoon.

He asked the commissioners to consider
giving $2,500 in honor of the 25th year. He
said they have not gotten county support in
the past couple of years.

“Do you need an answer today?” Com-
missioner Cynthia Strnad said.

“No,” Wood said. “We will hold the event
either way. We get a lot of support from the
city with closing the street and manpower
to help move bleachers and the electrical
hookups on Main.

Commissioner Larry Enfield asked what
the city contributes.

Wood said the city agreed to get the elec-
tricity to Main, and the Flatlander Commit-
tee agreed to pay $250 a year for 10 years
to help, and the city has waived the cost for
the past couple of years.

Enfield asked how many booths are
expected.

Wood said around 50. He said the major
expenses are insurance that is $1,800 to
$1.900 plus the cost of the porta potties.
He said the Baptist Church helped last year
by opening the restrooms at their church
on Main.

“We are always trying to make itthe even
better,” he said, “and try to make it more

accessible to all the people. I was worried
aboutthe cost of gas,but think we will have
a great crowd.”

Wood said the Flatlander Committee
tries to help coordinate the various events,
and said the car club and bike group handle
their own programs. He said Northwest
Tech has helped promote the event with
their alumni.

He said he was glad there are two more
hotels open this year to help people who
want to stay overnight.

“This is one of the biggest events of the
year,” Wood said.

Commissioner Max Linin asked if the
vendors pay sales tax.

Wood said they ask the vendors to abide
by the law, and have the Police Chief make
around to check things out.

Enfield thanked Wood for coming and
said the commissioners would look at their
budget

City plans to celebrate completion of water improvement project

By Tom Betz
nt.betz@nwkansas.com

The City of Goodland will hold a
ribbon cutting and open house from
6to9 p.m.on Wednesday at the new
water treatment plant on Kansas
Ave. to celebrate the completion of
the $6 million water improvement
project.

In recent years the city was com-
ing under scrutiny from the state
Department of Health and Environ-
ment for increasing level of nitrate
in some of the city wells. The wells
had to be tested individually. The
over all water was below the nitrate
level of 10 parts per million,but sev-
eral wells had been showing levels
near or above the requirement.

City officials had begun the pro-
cess of seeking a consultant to help
the city work on a solution to the
nitrate problem.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing in a news story. Please
call our office at (785) 899-2338
to report errors. We believe that
news should be fair and factual. We
want to keep an accurate record
and appreciate you calling to our
attention any failure to live up to
this standard.

GRASS-FED

No Hormones
No Antibiotics

Stop in and start eating better today!
114 W 12t Goodland, KS
785-899-9274 ¢ 855-330-1493

Asthe city was selecting the con-
sultant the federal government was
approving the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act (President
Obama stimulus package).

The city selected Evans, Bierly
Hutchison and Associates for the
water project, and with the timing
the city was able toreceive about $2

million in loan forgiveness money
from the federal program to reduce
the cost.

The remaining $4 million was
to be loaned to the city through the
state, but city officials determined
they could save the citizens more
than $1 million in interest by us-
ing existing reserves to pay off the

No bomb found at Walmart

Monday morning alittle before 8
a.m.dispatchersreceived a call that
a bomb threat had been called into
the Goodland Walmart store, 2160
Commerce Rd., from an unknown
caller.

Goodland Police responded to the
call and the store was ordered evac-
uated. Other responding included
Sherman County Sheriff’s Office,
Kansas Highway Patrol, Goodland
City Fire Department, Goodland
EMS and Sherman County Emer-
gency Management.

The fire department blocked the
entrance as other law enforcement
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searched the store. Law enforce-
ment officers determined the call
was nota viable threat,and nobomb
was found.

Walmart was declared safe to
reopen for regular business about
8:45 a.m.

The store as well as emergency
services have been placed on height-
ened alert.

Co-Ed Flag Football

Boys & Girls Grades K-6
K-2nd & 3rd-6th
August 29-October 3,2011

PARENTS: You can spend more time with your

kids and be a hero to other kids by becoming a

coach. Please become a coach or a referee as
we can’t have a flag football league without you.

Game nights are tentatively scheduled for
Monday evenings at 5 p.m. and 5:45 p.m.
REGISTRATION:
GAC members-$12.00 i
Non-members-$20.00
DUE AUGUST 19 @ 6 PM!

Goodland Activities Center
808 Main, Goodland, KS ¢ (785) 890-7242
www.goodlandgac.com

loan.

Construction of the water treat-
ment plant has been by Miller
Construction of Goodland, and a
number of other contractors were
involvedinlaying water lines and a
new mainon 10th Street across town
and building two lined evaporation

ponds and two water storage tanks
at the treatment plant.

Alotofthe water projectinvolved
brining the water from all the city
wells to the central point at the treat-
ment plant and then pumping it out
into the city system. The blending
and ability to treat a portion of the

water for nitrates allows the city to
maintain better quality water witha
lower concentration of nitrates.

Goodland Ambassadors will be
on hand at 6 p.m. to hold a ribbon
cutting for the city.
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Patrick from France, 17 yrs.
Loves the outdoors and playing soccer.
Patrick’s dream has been to spend time
in America learning about our customs
and attending American high school.

Elisa from Italy, 16 yrs.
Likes to play tennis, swim, loves to dance.
Elisa hopes to play American softball and
learn American ‘slang’ while in the USA.
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WORLD HERITAGE

STUDENT TODAY!

(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

Make this year the most exciting, enriching year ever
for you and your family. Share your world with a
young foreign visitor from abroad. Welcome a high
school student, 15-18 years old, from Italy, France,
Norway, Denmark, Spain, Germany, Brazil, Thailand
or China as part of your family for a school year (or
less) and make an overseas friend for life.

For more information or to select your
own exchange student please call:

Ginny at (785) 332-3414

Marcy at 1-800-888-9040 (Toll Free)
or e-mail us at info@world-heritage.org

or

www.whhosts.com

World Heritage is a public benefit, non-profit
organization based in Laguna Beach, CA.



