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Broadcaster refurbished old family tarm tractor

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

The farm boy drove the tractor
across the field, working the land.
Ashedrove,he listened to the radio
and started to entertain himself by
emulating the voices of the radio
announcers. That experience on
the tractor marked a connection
with this family’s rural roots as
well as the beginning of a wonder-
ful career.

Dave Lewis is a Riley County
Commissioner and professional
DJ and broadcaster. His father is
Don Guthals. Don shared with me
the history of this old tractor and its
connection with his family.
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Don was born south of Abilene
in the rural community of Elmo,
which isn’t even on highway maps
anymore. Today it has a population
of perhaps 25 people. Now, that’s
rural.

But when Don was born, EImo
was an active community. [thad lots
of businesses, including an Inter-
national Harvester farm equipment
dealership and hardware store oper-
ated by Don’s uncle and his father
Louis. The business was known as
Guthal Brothers.

“The key was that (Dad and my
uncle) would help farmers get the
equipment set right. Then Dad
would go out to the farm and fix
“em when they neededit,” Don said.
That type of service made a big dif-
ference in growing the business.
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According to a history of Elmo,
during the 1930s, Guthal Brothers
sold more tractors in one year than
any other dealership in Kansas.One
spring, the company sold 30 grain
binders. Eventually the brothers
went into farming full time.

Don grew up on the farm and
went to McPherson College where
he met his wife Helen. He later took
counseling classes at Emporia State.
They taught school for two years
before coming back to Elmo to
farm.Don spent the rest of his career
farming and teaching at Hope High
School. They were active in church
and the ElImo community.

In 1948, Louis bought a new
Farmall H tractor for $1600. “We
used it for practically everything,
fromhaying to cultivating to sowing
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crops,” Don said. “We even used it
to check cows that were calving at
night because it had a spotlight.”

Don and Helen had four children,
of which the youngest son is David
Louis Guthals. Dave used that Far-
mall H tractor around the farm, and
even drove it to go fishing.

While working the fields, Dave
started listening to the radio on the
tractor and then emulating those
radio voices.

His voice developed into a rich,
mellifluous tone. He started doing
radio and DJ work when he went to
Cloud County Community College
and went on to a career in radio at
stations around Kansas,using Dave
Lewis as his on-air name.

In 1991, Dave joined Manhattan
Broadcasting as an announcer and
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program manager, just in time for
the 1993 flood. His tireless work in
keeping the community informed
through radio earned him numerous
awards from the community. Dave
isnow the public address announcer
for KSU football and basketball.

Meanwhile, Don and Helen re-
tired from the farm. Dave asked
for the old H tractor which he re-
furbished.

In November 2007, Don and
Helen moved to a senior apart-
ment complex in Abilene, but it is
always tough for a farmer to leave
the farm.

“We got our final load of stuff in
the car, and I cried as I drove away
from the farm,” Don said. “So I
turned on the radio and the first thing
I'heard was a K-State football game

where they were saying,” Now Dave
Lewis will introduce the graduating
seniors.” It made me feel better,”
Don said.

I only got to meet Don Guthals
one time, on August 2, 2011. Ex-
actly one week later, Don passed
away from a sudden heart attack.

We commend Dave Lewis and
his father Don Guthals for making
a difference with their community
service. In fact, Dave was so active
inthe Manhattan community thathe
was asked to chair the Manhattan-
Riley County Sesquicentennial
Committee. The committee put on
a big parade to celebrate the event,
and the sesquicentennial float was
pulled by none other than Dave
Lewis on his refurbished Farmall H
tractor. Don had to be proud.
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