SUCP=-TEWS

goo

dland

The Star-News | Tuesday, September 20, 2011 3a

State health stands behind cesspool rules

By Tom Betz
nt.betz@nwkansas.com

Sherman County commissioners
want to go forward with an appeal
hearing on the cesspool question
Ron Schilling broughtup in August,
but the meeting in Colby has been
delayed until Sept. 29 the commis-
sioners heard on Tuesday.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
showed the commissioners a letter
from Timothy E.Keck,deputy chief
counsel for the Kansas Department
of Health and Environment sent a
letter upholding the state regula-
tions she received at the end of
August.

In his letter Keck said the state
health department has the statutory
authority to develop regulations
pertaining to wastewater disposal
in Kansas. He said the specific regu-
lation was approved and became
effectiveonJan. 1,1973.

“This regulation specifically

prohibits disposal of untreated or
inadequately treated sewage into
excavations,” the letter said. “Cess-
pools are excavations that receive
untreated sewage and therefore are
prohibited. Since cesspools are a
prohibited disposal system, they
may not be grandfathered under
county codes adopted after Jan. 1,
1973

Keck’s letter said Schillings
cesspool “cannot be grandfathered
under the County Sanitary Code or
state regulations and must be re-
placed with a code approved onsite
wastewater system.”

Commissioner Larry Enfield said
it sounded like the same thing they
had heard before.

Selby said the letter says the au-
thority is given to the health depart-
ment to draw up the regulations and
they are going to stand by those.

“I'wonder when thatcesspool was
put in,” Enfield said. “It was prob-

Recall issued

ably before 1973. Guess we need to
ask Schilling.”

Selby said the state is saying
cesspools are illegal and cannot be
grandfathered in under the county
code Sherman approved in 1993.

“I don’t think we can give up on
this,” Enfield said.

Commissioner Cynthia Strnad
said people who have cesspools are
not going to call anyone until this is
cleared up.

Selby said she feltitis something
that needs to be addressed by the
legislature and suggested drafting a
letter to the state representative and
State senator.

Strnad said she agreed with send-
ing the letter and proceeding with
the appeal process. She said with
the appeal the county would be on
record. She said the thing comes
down to whether the system failed
or he had a plugged pipe.

Enfield asked what the next step

would be. Selby said the Local
Environmental Protection Group
board has to appointa person to hear
the appeal,and the Sherman County
commissioners have to agree to the
person before a hearing date can
be set.

The commissioners agreed to
pursue both the letter to the repre-
sentatives and the appeal.

In other business the commis-
sioners:

*Talked about starting the process
tohold atax sale nextyear. Attorney
Selby said she would draft an ad to
get bids for abstracting of property
to be part of a tax sale.

She said they would take in as
many three-year delinquent prop-
erty taxes as possible.

Strnad asked how long it would
take to do the abstracting as it
seemed to take forever the last time
the county wanted to do a tax sale.

Selby said she felt part of that was

her fault as it took long enough she
decided to add another year to the
list and that added to the work.

She said with all the abstract work
and notices and publication it will
be next spring before a tax sale can
be ready.

* Heard that Deputy Attorney
General Nicole Romine will be in
Goodland the end of September or
early Octoberto open an office in the
Sherman County Courthouse.

Strnad asked where the office
would be.

Selby said they were looking at
using the vault in the county attor-
ney’s office.

“We will do what she wants,”
Strnad said.

* Discussed a motion to dismiss
filed in Colorado by the attorneys
from Wheeler Trigg O’Donnell
in the lawsuit filed against Sher-
man County by Rocky Mountain
Chipseal.

In the motion to dismiss the Colo-
rado attorney are asking the United
States District Court in Colorado
to throw the case out on the basis
Rocky Mountain Chipseal lacks
jurisdiction and that Colorado is the
improper venue for the case.

The brief filed says all the events
leading up to the project and the
actual project were all in Kansas and
are not in Colorado. It says the only
connection is the firm is located
in Colorado, and because of that
“Sherman County is not subject to
personal jurisdiction in Colorado,
and this case should be dismissed.
Additionally, for many of the same
reasons Sherman County is not
subject to personal jurisdiction in
Colorado, the choice of a Colorado
venue is improper and requires
dismissal of this case.”

The next step is up to the United
States District Court.

Scarecrows

for cantaloupes

Rocky Ford cantaloupes, suspect-
ed to have listeriosis bacteria, were
distributed in Kansas and several
other states, and people who have
cantaloupes in theirhome can check
the label or check with the grocery
store to determine if the fruit came
from the Rock Ford, Colo., region.

The Kansas Department of Health
and Environment agrees with rec-
ommendations of the U.S.Food and
Drug Administration and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion to warn persons at high risk for
listeriosis, including older adults,
persons with weakened immune
systems, and pregnant women,
not to eat cantaloupes marketed as
coming from the Rocky Ford region
because of potential contamination
with Listeria monocytogenes, a
bacterium that can cause severe
illness.

The cantaloupes were grown in
the Rocky Ford region and may
carry aRocky Ford label. One farm,
Jensen Farms of Holly,Colo.,issued
a voluntary recall of Rocky Ford
Cantaloupe on Sept.14.

The Kanas health department is
working with the Center for Disease
Control,the Food and Drug Admin-
istration, the Kansas Department of
Agriculture and health officials in
other states to investigate a multi-
state outbreak of listeriosis associ-
ated with consumption of Rocky
Ford cantaloupes.

Kansas has had six cases of list-
eriosisreported since Aug.26.None
of these cases has been definitively
linked to the multi-state outbreak,
but investigations are underway
and additional laboratory testing is
pending. Typically, Kansas reports
fewer than six cases of listeriosis
per year; to date, there have been
seven cases in the year, including
the six cases currently under inves-
tigation.
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Listeriosis primarily occurs
among older adults, persons with
weakened immune systems, preg-
nant women and newborns. Symp-
toms include fever, muscle aches,
diarrhea and vomiting. People with
these symptoms should consult a
physician. Symptoms typically oc-
cur three to 70 days after exposure.

Health officials recommend
people at high risk for listeriosis,
including older adults, persons with
weakened immune systems, and
pregnant women, do not eat Rocky
Ford cantaloupes.

Cantaloupes marketed as coming
from the Rocky Ford region should
be disposed of in a closed plastic
bag placed in a sealed trash can.
This will prevent people or animals
from eating them. Even if some of
the cantaloupe has been eaten with-
outbecomingill,dispose of the rest
of the cantaloupe immediately. If
the whole cantaloupe is unlabeled,
please contact your retail store to
determine the source of the fruit.
Listeria bacteria can grow in the
cantaloupe at room and refrigerator
temperatures.

People should wash their hands
before and after handling melon.
The surface of melons should be
washed and dried with a clean cloth
or paper towel before cutting. Cut
melon should be promptly refriger-
ated at less than 41°F. Cut melons
left at room temperature for more
than 4 hours should be discarded.

For additional information re-
garding this outbreak, visit the Cen-
ter for Disease Control multi-state
food borne illness outbreak page at
http://www.cdc.gov/outbreaknet/
outbreaks.html and the Food and
Drug Administration recall media
release at http://www.fda.gov/
Safety/Recalls/ucm271879.htm.

K A\
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PASS TIME IN LINE!
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From a distance the Colorado University band section appeared to be populated by a row of scarecrows, but on closer examina-
tion the arrangement of music racks with hats and other equipment created the appearance. The game Saturday was the Rocky
Mountain Showdown at Sports Authority at Mile High with the Colorado Buffaloes defeating the Colorado State Rams 28-14.
Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

Representative
on committee

House Speaker Mike O’Neal
(R-Hutchinson) named freshman
Representative Rick Billinger (R-
Goodland) to the newly created
KAN-ED broadband Study Com-
mittee.

The KAN-ED program was cre-
ated by the Kansas Legislature
to provide low-cost Internet and
broadband services to schools,
libraries and hospitals.

This 10-member committee was
charged — by the legislature — with
studying the efficiency and effec-
tiveness of the KAN-ED program
in providing broadband Internet
access to schools, libraries and
hospitals.

This Committee is composed of
members of the Education, Infor-
mation Technology, Public Health
and Welfare, Health and Human

Services, Utilities and Budget
Committees to ensure every per-
spective of KAN-Ed is adequately
represented.

Rep. Billinger represents the
121st District which includes Gra-
ham, Sheridan, Sherman and Thom-
as Counties.

“With his background and ser-
vice on the Education Committee
Rep. Billinger is uniquely suited to
review the KAN-ED program and
its educational objectives,” said
Speaker O’Neal. “I am confident
his knowledge will be an asset to
this team.”

The KAN-ED Study Committee
meets during the summer before
presenting its recommendations to
the Kansas Legislature during the
2012 session.
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NATIONAL BANK

www.fnb.com
MEMBER FDIC

Buying a home?
Refinancing?
GET WHAT YOU WANT

FIRST NATIONAL BANK HAS THE RATES
AND TERMS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS

Current Fixed Mortgage Interest Rates

With Kansas locations
to serveyou in
Bird City, Colby,
Goodfand, Oberlin,
Quinter & St. Francis,
and
Colorado locations in
Bennett and Kirk

“Neighbors Helpting
Nefghbors”™

15 year - 3.625% (3.667% APR*)

30 year - 4.250% (4.276% APR*)

*APR and payments are based on a loan of $:100,000.
Rates and fees are subject to change.

Loan To Values ahove 80% require mortgage insurance.

WE APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO
COMPARE OUR INTEREST RATES AND
CLOSING COSTS WITH YOU.
STOP BY ANY OF OUR BRANCHES TO
DISCUSS MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing in a news story. Please
call our office at (785) 899-2338 to
report errors.

We believe that news should be
fair andfactual. We want to keep an
accuraterecord and appreciate you
calling to our attention any failure
to live up to this standard.

PEOPLE VWHO READ
NEVWSPAPERS ARE

BETTER
LEADERS
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BOSSES

It all starts with Newspapers
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* IMCA MODIFIEDS < IMCA STOCKS
»IMCA HOBBY STOCKS «IMCA NORTHERN SPORT MODS

. Friday: Pit Gates open at Noon; Pit Gates Close at 4:30 PM MT

»

Saturday: Pit Gates open at Noon; Pit Gates Close at 3:30 PM MT
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rprise, Brick Top Cruisers, SCSCRA

Pit Pass Pricing: $25: 12 & up; $10: 12 & Under
Grandstand Pricing: S$15: 13 & up; $8: 6-12; 5 & under FREE

Dale Davis (Co-Promotor): 785-821-1246 Or 785-890-8426
Tammy Colby (Secretary/Treasurer): 785-399-8009
Contact Us By Email @: scscra@ymail.com

Website: www.shermancountyspeedway.com

* ECONO’S

Hot Laps begin at 4:30 PM MT
Hot Laps begin at 3:30 PM MT

Contact Information:
Tom Colby (Promotor): 785-399-8041

Track sponsors:
Coors, Coke, and SCSCRA

; Trophy Sponsors:
Engine, Burlington Radiator,




