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Looking for a better price on auto insurance?

Shelter may be your key to  
saving on your car insurance!
Call today to find out.
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Shelter may be your key to 
saving on your car insurance!
Call today to find out.
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Looking for a better price on auto insurance?

ShelterInsurance.com                

ShelterInsurance.com                

Leon Kelly
Residential & Commercial HVAC

New Installations-Replacements-Service
Phone: (719) 775-2914    Toll Free: (800) 678-2914

Fax: (719) 775-9596      Email: plahtg@co-isp.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado 
for 35 years!”

976 Main Street, Limon, CO 80828

Free Estimates!

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire! 
See our ad in The Goodland Star-News!

Scott Sitzman

E-mail: plahtg@co-isp.com

www.plainsheating.com

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years, 
and now serving Western Kansas!”

FREE ESTIMATES! FREE ESTIMATES!

Phone: 785-890-2914  •  Toll free: 800-678-2914
1104 Main Ave., Goodland, KS

The Decorating Co.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441

E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

There’s no limit to our imagination.

Windy  Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!
Parts, accessories and service for all makes. 
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS? 
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17

(785) 899-4786•(785) 899-5858 (home)
Same day service on most out of town repairs!

Committed to serving the 
Goodland area since 1972!

The Genuine. The Original.

Weathercraft Roofing & Overhead Door
716 W. Highway 24, Goodland  •  (785) 899-3064

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush 204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

FORD-MERCURY, INC.
DAN BRENNER

“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

222 W. HWy. 24,  I-70 BusIness Loop

GoodLand, Ks  67735
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770

(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

Pro Floor 
Care

FreeEstimates
Cleaning 

Northwest 

Kansas one 

house at a
 time!

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Commercial & Residential

* Advanced cleaning methods
* Affordable Quality Service *Spot & Spill Service
* Water Damage Restoration   * VCT Tile & Ceramic Maintenance

Proudly offering 
wide variety of 
cleaning products 
for Commercial 
and Residential

Colby, Kan. (785) 462-8313 Toll Free (800) 473-4138
www.profloorcareandsupply.com We don’t cu

t co
rners

We C
lean

 Them

Scheopner’s Water 
Conditioning, Inc. 

904 Main, Goodland                           
(785) 899-2352

* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery

Better Water. Pure and Simple™
Quality Service 
since 1948

Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer 
needs you. Repetitive advertising is the key 

to opening the door to new customers..
Combined rates are available to feature your services in the Goodland Star-News and The Country Advocate.

The Goodland Star News Service Directory  
785-899-2338

577 W. 31st St., Goodland, KS

785
899
5770

St. Francis, KS  67756
(785)332-3370

Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Brandon’s Carpentry

SUCCESS!!

Hendricks Realty, Inc.
Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial

Phone: (719) 346-7187 • 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)

Broker & Certified General Appraiser
Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)

Broker Associate

www.hendricksrealtyinc.com
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�#$%&�'()�*+,#��+-.(��� ����$'(,��./01�2�Eldean and Janet Griffi th  155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735
egriffi th@st-tel.net

Serving Northwest Kansas 
& Northeastern Colorado  

since 1992!

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Subscriptions 
make great gifts!

Let us work for you!

Call Jeff or Jessica today 
to find out how the 

Service Directory does all 
the hard work for you!

785.899.2338

Jim Alcorn
1624 Main 
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2553

Kansas Senator acted on conscience not pressure
By Ron Wilson

Director 
Huck Boyd National Institute 

for Rural Development 
at Kansas State University

“Profiles in Courage.” That’s the 
name of a best-selling book written 
by President John F. Kennedy in 
the 1950s. It chronicled eight U.S. 
Senators and their acts of principle 
and integrity in the face of public 
opposition. One of these men was 
a senator from Kansas. His former 
homesite can be found in rural Kan-
sas along the Native Stone Scenic 
Byway.

In a previous Kansas Profile, we 
learned about the many attractions 
found along the Native Stone Scenic 
Byway which are now described on 
a new CD. The byway is a 48-mile 
highway route between Topeka 

and Alma. It highlights this region 
where rich history, natural rock 
outcroppings and beautiful stone 
buildings can all be found. A little 
known part of this history is the 
now-abandoned homesite of Ed-
mund G. Ross, Republican senator 
from Kansas.

The Rosses were active abolition-
ists from Wisconsin. Several Ross 
family members came to Kansas 
to help assure that it became a free 
state after the passage of the Kansas-
Nebraska Act. When pro-slavery 
forces attacked and burned the free-
state town of Lawrence, Edmund G. 
Ross decided to come too.

Edmund and his wife Fannie first 
settled in Topeka and went into the 
newspaper business before join-
ing the rest of the Ross family in 
Wabaunsee County. While there, 

he was elected a delegate to the 
free-state constitutional convention 
at Wyandotte, under which Kansas 
was admitted to the Union as a free 
state. During this time, Ross lived 
in a now-abandoned home which 
is located approximately 2 miles 
south of Kansas Highway 4 and 
about a quarter-mile southeast of 
the intersection of Echo Cliff Road 
and Goldfinch Road. It is west of 
the community of Dover, which has 
a population of perhaps 50 people. 
Now, that’s rural.

After the drought of 1860, Ed-
mund and Fannie moved back to To-
peka and re-entered the newspaper 
business. When President Lincoln 
called for troops in 1862, Edmund 
responded and was made a captain 
under Colonel Samuel Crawford’s 
Kansas Regiment. He fought in 

the “Battle of the Blue” which was 
called the “Gettysburg of the West” 
and had two horses shot out from 
under him.

After the war, Colonel Crawford 
was elected Governor of Kansas. 
When it became necessary to ap-
point a replacement to the U.S. 
Senate, Crawford remembered 
Edmund’s bravery and leadership 
skills and appointed him to fill the 
vacancy.

When Ross got to the Senate, one 
of the key issues before Congress 
was how to govern the south in the 
post-Civil War era. The U.S. House 
of Representatives voted to impeach 
President Andrew Johnson because 
of his leniency toward the South. 
President Johnson’s case went to 
trial before the U.S. Senate, includ-
ing Ross.

Ross strongly opposed President 
Johnson’s policies but in his heart, he 
did not believe that the President’s 
actions constituted an impeachable 
offense. All Senators except Ross 
declared how they would vote. With 
all the other votes committed, the 
outcome of the trial and the entire 
fate of the Presidency came down 
to this one man: Edmund G. Ross. 
Despite tremendous pressure from 
the politicians and overwhelming 
public opinion, Ross voted not to 
impeach. For this act of conscience, 
John F. Kennedy included him in his 
book about Senatorial courage.

After his vote he was vilified by 
the public. But history vindicated 
Edmund Ross. Kennedy’s book 
quotes from a Kansas newspaper 
published decades later: “By the 
firmness and courage of Senator 

Ross the country was saved from 
calamity greater than war, while it 
confined him to a political martyr-
dom….He acted for his conscience 
and with a lofty patriotism, regard-
less of what he knew must be ruin-
ous consequences to himself. He 
acted right.”

“Profiles in Courage.” That’s 
a best-selling book with a con-
nection to rural Kansas, and more 
importantly to a Kansas Senator 
who acted on his principles and 
what he believed to be right, even 
in the face of opposition. Edmund 
G. Ross’ self-sacrifice and integrity 
made a difference in the future of 
the nation.

We appreciate the Native Stone 
Scenic Byway including this his-
tory. For more information, go to 
www.wabaunsee.com. 


