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from our viewpoint...

Christmas tree fee
draws pundit’s fire

The conservative pundits were quick to jump on a “Christmas
Tree Tax” supposedly proposed by the Obama Administration last
week, and their quick action brought the plan to a sudden halt.

The “liberal” media usually gets taken to task for jumping to
conclusions and blowing small things out of proportion. This
time the Heritage Foundation was the one getting taken to task
for jumping on the Christmas Tree Tax.

The United States Department of Agriculture had announced in
the Federal Register on Monday, Nov.7 afee of 15 cents for natural
trees would be collected beginning on Wednesday, Nov. 9.

Within hours David S.Addington of the The Foundary a part of
The Heritage Network was announcing “Obama Couldn’t Wait:
His New Christmas Tree Tax.”

“President Obama’s Agriculture Department today announced
it will impose a new 15 cent charge on all fresh Christmas trees
- the Christmas Tree Tax - to support a new Federal program to
improve the image and marketing of Christmas trees.

“Acting Administrator Shipman had the temerity to say the 15-
cent mandatory Christmas tree fee ‘is not a tax nor does it yield
revenue for the Federal government.” The Federal government
mandates the Christmas tree sellers pay the 15-cents per tree,
whether they want to or not. Mr. President, that’s anew 15-cent tax
to pay for a Federal program to improve the image and marketing
of Christmas trees.

“Justbecause the Obama Administration has the legal power to
impose its Christmas Tree Tax doesn’t mean it should do so.

“And, by the way, the American Christmas tree has a great im-
age that doesn’t need any help from the government.”

Jeremy Holden of Media Matters, however, explains this fee
was in the works as far back as 2008, before Obama was elected.
Anditwas generated by tree growers. “Far from a tax initiated by
the Obama administration,” Holden says, “the proposal to create
an assessment on tree growers to fund a research and promotion
program through the USDA was begun by the industry during the
Bush administration.”

The National Christmas Tree Association explained they had
been trying to do a voluntary program for several years and it
failed. They had requested the USDA create National Christmas
Tree Board and proposed the 15 cent fee to pay for the promo-
tion program. Across the country the 15cents was expected to
raise about $2 million to help promote natural grown Christmas
trees.

Statistics from the USDA show fresh-tree sales declined from
37 million in 1991 to 31 million in 2007. Artificial tree sales,
meanwhile, nearly doubled, to 17.4 million, from 2003 to 2007.

The Christmas Trees would have joined the other 19 groups who
have used the USDA program to develop a promotional and infor-
mational effort. Those groups include: Beef, Blueberries, Cotton,
Dairy Products,Eggs, Fluid Milk, Hass Avocados, Honey Packers
and Importers, Lamb, Mangos, Mushrooms, Peanuts, Popcorn,
Pork, Potatoes, Sorghum, Soybeans and Watermelons.

Remember the slogans “Got Milk,” “Beef.It’s What’s for Din-
ner,” and “The Incredible, Edible Egg.” Those were developed
through similar self-imposed fee programs that are voted on
by the people of each industry and collect fees to promote each
product.

Congratulations to the “conservative media” for stopping this
type of home grown effort to promote small family Christmas
tree farms. — Tom Betz
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FINALLY| SomeRODY
UP HERE Who CAN
_Tepcd ME SOMETHING!

LES ANDERSON
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Whoever thought of coupling a radar gun

Butif you ask me, the signs already are get-

Those pesky highway radar signs

with a road sign has an evil mind. Come the
revolution, I say he’s at the top of my list.

OK, it gets kinda crowded up there.

I remember when a radar gun was quite the
novelty. Most cops didn’t have one, just a few
elite state guys. And the trooper had to stop
the car,open the trunk and set up the radaron a
tripod on the shoulder. A second trooper would
do the stopping.

Even when they started mounting them on
the dash, the cruiser had to be stopped to get a
speed reading. Darned things wouldn’t calcu-
late if they were moving.

I remember, nearly 40 years ago, riding
along with a Kansas Highway Patrol trooper
using one of the first moving radars. It could
read both its speed and the oncoming car’s and
figure the difference.

We were on the Turnpike, though, and the
trooper had to find a place to turn around, no
easy task with the deep, narrow median in the
original design, and harder now with the con-
crete barriers in place. He’d turn the lights on,
point and hope they got the message.

Anyway, the moving radar was such a nov-
elty, the story and photos made Page 1 in the
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old Kansas City Times. Of course,nearly every
patrol car has a radar on the dash, capable of
shooting speed fore and aft,moving or still. It’s
part of the equipment, like a red light.

And little miniature radar units fitin an over-
sized traffic sign. One flashed at me the other
day: “Speedlimit55,” itsaid. “Your speed 59”
“Slow down.”

I thought it was kinda rude, really. I wasn’t
going that fast.

This “feedback radar” thing started a few
years ago with trailer-mounted units that the
authorities could put wherever speeding was
aproblem.Today,apparently, the whole thing
fits on the back of a standard-size road sign
equipped with a digital display.

Next, the sign will call atrooper toreport any
unrepentant speeders. Or just take their picture
and have the computer send them a ticket, like
the stoplight cameras they have in the city.

ting too bossy. I have my wife along for that.

For the last few years, Kansas drivers have
had a big loophole in the technology used by
Coloradotollroads. The powers that be figured
out that paying live toll collectors — or even
maintaining those change-eating bins — costs
too much. Close-up television cameras could
record the front license tag and the driver’s
image and just send the owner a bill.

So, they did away with toll collectors and
went to computerized billing. Only in Colora-
do they have front license tags,and in Kansas,
of course, we don’t.

You could drive up and down the toll roads
around Denver all day and never pay adime. In
fact,unless youmailed in acheck,youcouldn’t
find anyone to pay.

That worked for a couple of years, but it ap-
pears they’ve finally caught up with us. The
otherday, we were in Denver,and Cynthia used
the toll road to get to the airport. Next week,
she got a bill for $3.

So, apparently, they have enough cameras
to read your rear license tag, too.

I'wonder how many Kansas toll-runners they
have to catch to pay for those?

Social Security or stealing our savings?

To the Editor:

$ocial $ecurity or $tealing $avings?

A local (only) stamp should be cheaper!
What is cost of hauling mail off (to Wichita),
for jobs there and hauling itback? Then closing
small post offices, devastating rural people!

T’would be more efficient to build arefinery
there, for Alaska, Canada and North Dakota
oil, than pipe the profit to Texas.

In all of $ocial $ecurity — whose money was
ever $aved for, and returned too — plus inter-
est? If anybody but Congress had foisted this
pyramid, Ponzi, chain letter scheme on the
people of U.S.A., they would be punished for
fraud. Abolishretirement ($) forevery elected
official; if budget is not balanced, dock their
pay, by the same percent!

“Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the way,
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find
rest for your soul. — Jeremiah 6:16.

Frank Sowers

Benkelman, Neb.

PS: Where doth the Constitution permit tax-
ing everybody to benefit anyone?

There is a “Rumor” out, I am going to sue
the City of Goodland. It is not true!

I have never even thought of doing that. I
love Goodland and will spend the rest of my
life here.

I wrote the article about what has happened
to the Museum because I think it is important to
keep all our history for the future generations.

Iam asking all the people who have donated
articles to the Museum, to please leave them
in there, as they are protected and on record
for every single thing. We will want these for
the future.

Glenda Parks

Goodland

I just celebrated my 47th wedding anniver-
sary.]’mthe child of parents who were married
for 37 years, and the only thing that broke up
that union was the death of my father.

I believe children thrive in families with two
married, fully participating and emotionally
healthy parents. Such afamily is able to withstand
what life throws at it, from the trials of a bad
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economy to the frustrations of everyday living.
But not everybody has that kind of marriage.

To argue—as the Brownback Administration
appears to be doing — that marriage alone will
end poverty is simplistic, at the very least,and
potentially dangerous. I am particularly con-
cerned the governor opened his child poverty
town hall meetings this week with a speaker
who declared encouraging marriage is the most
effective tool policymakers can use to fight
poverty.

Marriage can be wonderful, but it can also
be horrific.

Before I ever thought about entering poli-
tics, I ran the YWCA in Topeka. A year after
started as executive director in 1977, helped
create the city’s Battered Women’s Task Force.
Icounseled hundreds of women who were fac-
ing domestic violence.Ifound them shelter and
helped them put their lives back together.

I learned living in a family where one parent
beats the other parent or beats both mother and
child is far more destructive to a daughter or son
thanlivinginasingle-parenthousehold,evenone
that struggles to make the rent every month.

Ilearned about the poor or absent parenting
skills, alcoholism, drug abuse and mental ill-
ness that leads some parents to neglect their
children or to physically and emotionally
abuse them.AndIlearned all of these things oc-
curred in rich families as well as poor ones.

Childrenin these families were not protected
by the fact their parents were married, or by the
fact that their parents had money. The only way
toend these children’s suffering was to get them
and their mothers away from their abusers.

Ending childhood poverty is a laudable
objective, but we can only reach that goal by
creating more jobs, improving our schools
and guaranteeing high quality and affordable
childcare, among other things.

Iapplaud the idea of encouraging marriage,
butcomplex problems like poverty require real
solutions.

Joan Waenon retired in January as the Sec-

retary of Revenue for the state. She is the chair
of the Kansas Democratic Party.

In 1990, President Gerald Ford designated
the first National Adoption Week. However,
the week was expanded into a month due to
the number of states that wanted to participate
in the events.

We are all adopted into God’s Kingdom if
we ask Him into our hearts. As we make the
choice to make a personal relationship with
the Lord, we find ourselves facing spiritual
battles, which we can face in His grace with a
continued peace in our hearts.

Whata greatchoice it would be for us at Chris-
tians to open our hearts and adoptall the 900 plus
children in the state of Kansas now in foster care
whoare adoptable. You will learn that withaclose
personable relationship with these children, you
will find yourself in the battle. It will appear you
are battling the state, community, church and
school, the child and yourself.

But keeping God, with the Holy Spirit as
your guide, you will go past the blame game,
knowing in the end the families that come to-
gether will be overwhelmingly blessed. With
God’s help, presence, and leading in the situ-
ation, state, community, church and schools
can all come together as one to help break the
cycle, and we can make a stronger future.

It’s not about you, it’s about a child that will
have aforeverhome. After adopting eight chil-
dren who were between the agesof 9and 13, we
now have 30 of the blessings sitting around the
table. Give one more child a forever home!

Delbert Harvey

Quinter

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages
and welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include
a telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters and letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive will be
rejected. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage
letters, with address and phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <star.news@nwkansas.com>.




