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from our viewpoint...

‘Supercommittee’
let people down

So the so-called “Supercommittee” lets us down, failing to
reach an agreement on how to chop the federal budget.

It joins the presidential commission and Congress as a whole
in disappointing us. Both parties are playing politics coming up
to next fall’s elections. Some say it’s not likely there’ll be any
compromise before then. It’s a dangerous game for incumbents,
however.

People want the country to move toward a solution to the debt
crisis. They want progress, they want compromise, they want
answers. And politics as usual won’t provide them.

Voters are likely to go into the elections in a surly mood. The
nation’s wars will be over, but the fiscal fight not yetreally begun.
And that will make it yet another season for challengers.

The “tea party” Republicans elected last year will cry “We
told you so,” but even they may be vulnerable. Democrats and
Republicans who’ve done nothing will be in real danger; neither
party stands to gain as much as it might lose.

The stakes, in short, are high, and the country is not likely to
get what people want before the election. After the election, there
could be a whole lot more new faces in Washington.

Why the deadlock?

Campaignrhetoric, mostly. Republicans cry for cuts to “entitle-
ments,” welfare, Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid. Demo-
crats reject that and demand tax increases on “the wealthy.”

Both parties put up a smoke screen that they are fighting for
us, butin truth, they are fighting to hold onto — or increase — their
power. To a point, there is nothing wrong with that. Voters may
feel both passed that point years ago, however.

Having a government that works demands compromise, the
ability to work together, a concern for the good of the nation.
Those things are rare in politics, rarer still in our history. But this
is one of those times that demand we pull together, not just pull
for votes.

Democrats have to admit that automatic increases to “entitle-
ments” must be curbed. Republicans are going to have to give
more than $3 billion in new revenue. Some other rifts need to be
patched over.

The congressman or senator who ignores those truths risks
the wrath of voters who are simply tired of games and tired of
waiting.

It will take, as Sen. Jerry Moran of Kansas said Monday, cour-
age, more than anything, to work together with the other party
and put the good of the whole nation first.

Ladies and gentlemen, the time is now, not two years from
now, to start solving this problem, curb spending and balance the
budget. Let’s get with it. — Steve Haynes
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It was supposed to snow, six to eight inches,
the weatherman said.

Itdidn’t.

We keptlooking outside for flakes, but at 40
degrees,youdon’t get much snow.Itdidraina
little. Not even much of that.

Winter would have to waitalittle longer. Fall
was still holding sway in northwest Kansas.

I wasn’t disappointed. I’'m not ready for
winter, even though I went outside and cut the
last of my cabbages and pulled some, but not
all, of my root vegetables.

Besides, I was leaving for Colorado, and
driving in the snow really isn’t all that much
fun.

The drive was fine. We had dry roads the
whole way, nothing to worry about. The tem-
perature stayed pretty much between 29 and
35 until the sun set.

It started to get colder as we moved into the
mountains, and there was more snow by the
side of the road. By the time we were an hour

® open season

from our destination, the temperature had hit
15 and we watched itdropped lower and lower.
Aswe pulled into the driveway of our weekend
home, the temperature hit 5 degrees.

It was almost 10 p.m., and the inside tem-
perature was a balmy 42.

We unloaded and started a fire in the wood
stove. It took another couple of hours for the
inside temperature to getup to areasonable 68.
The sheets in the bedroom were still icy, but
the room was warm.

Overnight, the temperature hit 0, and as the
sun rose in the morning, we looked out on a
Christmas-card picture, mountains and trees
coveredinsnow.Icicles dripped fromthe eaves
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and smoke curled out of the chimney.

It was pretty,butit was still freezing, and the
wood stove needed another feeding before the
living room became tolerable again.

We had gone from fall to winter in a big
hurry.

Our stay was more of along weekend than a
vacation. It warmed up each day. By the time
we were ready to go home, the daytime tem-
perature was above freezing and it was only
getting down to 9 degrees at night.

The locals were all complaining that winter
had come early this year.

Hey, they live in the mountains of Colorado.
where the temperature falls to 40 below in the
winter, and if it gets to be 80 in the summer.
everyone complains of the heat.

Me,I’mglad tobe back in Kansas, whereit’s
still fall,and winter won’tbe here for - hey, was
that a snowflake? - Noo0o000000000.

Temperature dropped going west

Protect the prairie

Like the grass, wind, tumbleweeds, torna-
does and drought, prairie dogs have long been
a part of the northwestern Kansas landscape.
At the same time, farmers and stockmen have
lived and thrived in this short-grass environ-
ment for more than a century.

In the early 1900s, the first landowners and
settlers broke out some of the native, short-
grass prairie to grow crops. Many introduced
livestock into this region to eat the nutrient-rich
grass and provide the world’s finest beef.

During this same period farmer and stock-
men who lived in Logan County controlled the
prairie dogs on their land so the cattle could
remain productive. Left unchecked, prairie
dogsbreed,overpopulate and soon destroy the
native buffalo grass. Itisreplaced by weeds or
other plant species livestock find less palatable
than the grasses that were replaced.

When the prairie dogs continue to thrive
and reproduce the ground sometimes remains
bare and the precious topsoil blows away in
the wind. There are accounts of numerous days
that are reminiscent of the Dust Bowl days of
the ‘30s on some of this barren land.

Located in Logan County the region of
grassland runs from the western edge of the
county to the eastern border — approximately
40 miles long. It stretches nearly eight miles
wide along this band — more than 280 square
miles of grass. Buffalo, blue gamma, side
oats and little blue-stem grasses thrive here
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as aranch and to raise cattle.
“We’ve tried to do everything we can to
keep the prairie dogs out,” Edwards ex-
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on the High Plains — all favorites in prairie
dog town.

Like many of hisranching neighbors,Logan
County stockman Lynn Kirkham knows prai-
rie dogs are vagabonds and cross roads, under
fences and into new territory. He understands
they continually move thus exacerbating the
problem.

“Prairie dogs come in and establish their
colonies, dig holes and eat the vegetation,”
Kirkhamsays.“When the prairie dogs come in
here and establish themselves it almost looks
like a moonscape.”

In Logan County, an average cow/calf pair
requires 10 acres of grassland. In a pasture
with prairie dogs, this number can increase to
15 acres to feed each cattle pair.

“With prairie dogs on your land, you can’t
run as many cattle because there isn’t as much
grass,” Kirkham explains.

Another western Kansas stockman, Cam-
eron Edwards, Logan County is a fourth gen-
eration farmer/stockman. Like so many early
inhabitants of this part of Kansas, Edwards’
great-grandfather purchased their land to serve

plains. “They eat the grass our cattle should

be eating. Prairie dogs are to grassland like

weeds are to cropland.”

Not only do they compete for the grass-
land but they damage the environment and
surrounding beauty of this unique High Plains
landscape. So it comes down to those who
do not want prairie dogs and ferrets versus
those who want to use them in this region of
Kansas.

What is the solution?

The key is to have a good control method
for the prairie dog, and to keep the native
grasses in place that also allow for livestock
production.

“We’ve had prairie dog out here as long as
I can remember and we’ve been able to keep
them at a manageable population until now,”
Kirkham says. “If everyone out here would
control their prairie dogs, we wouldn’t have
aproblem.”

John Schlageck of the Kansas Farm Bureau
has been writing about farming and ranching
in Kansas for more than 25 years. He is the
managing editor of “Kansas Living,” a quar-
terly magazine dedicated to agriculture and
rural life in Kansas.
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