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After fire destroyed office, paper continued

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

“Stop the presses!” Okay, maybe
that phrase is never heard anymore
except in old movies. But other
newspaper traditions, such as cov-
ering breaking news, focusing on
local coverage and producing a
newspaper on time, still remain in
rural Kansas. Today we’ll meet a
newspaper publisher who rose to
the best traditions of Kansas jour-
nalists while facing a tremendous
challenge: her newspaper office was
totally lost in a fire.

Linda Mowery-Denning is edi-
tor and publisher of the weekly
Ellsworth County Independent-
Reporter. Linda is from Indiana
originally. Through a friend in

Topeka, she came to Kansas and
ultimately got a job at the Salina
Journal where she worked fornearly
27 years, covering news stories in
communities around Salina.

One of those communities was the
rural town of Ellsworth, population
2,946 people. Now, that’srural. This
townhad ashock whenits long-time
newspaper publisher, Karl Gaston,
was killed in a tragic auto accident.
Townspeople grieved for the family,
and then worried about the sale of
their local newspaper.

“A friend of mine and I got the
crazy idea that we would try to buy
the newspaper,” Linda said. They
made a bid but a company from
Georgianamed Morris Multimedia
bought the paper instead. Still, Lin-
da and her friend were so intrigued
by the community that they decided
to create a competing newspaper

to serve Ellsworth. The Ellsworth
County Independent was born.

“The workload was incredible
and the competition was stiff,”
Linda said. Ultimately, Linda’s
partner went back to Salina but
Linda continued to produce the
paper. Then she was approached by
the owners of the newspaper chain
aboutamerger, which was finalized
in 2001. Linda became editor and
co-owner of the Ellsworth County
Independent-Reporter.

“They’vebeen great,” Linda said
of Morris Multimedia. “They don’t
interfere and they’ve been very
supportive.”

Then came Sunday, June 19,
2011.Linda was home when she got
a call from her business manager,
whose husband is a firefighter.

“I think she was trying to ease
me into whathad happened,” Linda

said. “She told me, “There’s a fire
downtown at Douglas and Second
Street.” I was trying to think,” Hmm,
what building is that?’” And then it
hither - that’s her own newspaper’s
building.

By the time Linda got downtown,
there were smoke and flames shoot-
ing through the top of the newspa-
pers’ building. An attorney in the
next block was carrying files out of
his office in case the fire spread.

But firefighters came from all
over and contained the fire. “The
firefighters did a remarkable job,”
Lindasaid. For the newspaper staff,
this was not only a huge loss, it was
anews story to cover.

Linda and her staff swung into
action, taking pictures and inter-
viewing people. Meanwhile, Linda
was thinking about how to produce
anewspaper. Her firstcall was to the

school superintendent to ask about
using the high school journalism
department, and he didn’t hesitate
to agree. Fortunately, Linda had
the page templates on her laptop
computer which she had with her
athome.

The next morning, the execu-
tive director and the president
of the Kansas Press Association
were in Ellsworth to help. Offers
of assistance came from all over.
Remarkably, that week’s edition of
the Ellsworth County Independent-
Reporter was produced on time, as
ithas been ever since.

“I’'mso proud of our staff,” Linda
said. “There was never a thought
that we wouldn’t put out a news-
paper that week. And I can’t say
enough good about the support
we have received from the com-
munity.”

“Linda’s coverage of her com-
munity is amazing. I am especially
impressed with her positive attitude
- even through a very challenging
year,” said Gloria Freeland, direc-
tor of Kansas State’s Huck Boyd
National Center for Community
Media.“Lindahas provided leader-
ship for other community newspa-
pers through the excellent example
she sets for her own.”

“Stop the presses!” Okay, maybe
that phrase isn’t used any more, but
the traditions of local coverage and
on-time publication still remain. We
commend LindaMowery-Denning
and all those involved with the
Ellsworth County Independent-
Reporter for making adifference by
demonstrating that,in rural Kansas,
even a fire isn’t enough to stop the
presses.

Ranch management seminar to be held in six locations around state

Ranch management and cow herd
economics will take center stage at
Kansas State University’s Winter
Ranch Management Seminar is
planned for six locations around the
state and features a combination of
local speakers and webinar presen-

tation delivery.

Seminar locations include Ash-
land, Highland, Lebanon, Manhat-
tan, Parsons and Russell. All will
start with registration at 3 p.m.
(Mountain Time) (program begin-
ning at 3:30 p.m.) and end at 7:30

p.m. (Mountain Time).

Featured speakers include Trey
Patterson of Padlock Ranch, Day-
ton, Wyo.,who will present “Ranch
Management Focus” and Glynn
Tonsor, Kansas State Research
and Extension agricultural econo-

mist, who will give the “Cattle
Business Outlook.” Both of these
presentations will be delivered via
weebinar.

Local speakers at each location
will give presentations on winter
ration development and hunting

lease management.

The cost to attend, which include
dinner, is $25 per person. Registra-
tionis due by Friday,Jan.6.1f more
than one person attends from any
farm, family or business, the price
for additional attendees at $15 per

person.

Information about each loca-
tion, pu]lus online registration is
available at www.asi.ksu.edu/rms.
Information is also available by
contacting Becky Ayres at (785)
532-1281 or bayres@ksu.edu.
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785-899-23538

Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer
needs you. Repetitive advertising is the key

to opening the door to new customers.

Combined rates are available to feature your services in the Goodland Star-News and The Country Advocate.

* Drinking Systems

i Quality Service
since 1948

Scheopner’s Water

Conditioning, Inc.

904 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-2352

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

Better Water. Pure and Simple™

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery

Let us do the hard work!!

Call today to find out how this
space WILL work for you!

(785) 899-2338

Plains Heating & Air CondiTioning, INc.

rest Scott Sitzman FREE gg
‘““‘s“““ Residential & Commercial HVAC "MMES!
New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: 785-890-2914 < Toll free: 800-678-2914
1104 Main Ave., Goodland, KS

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,
and now serving Western Kansas!”

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!  siinirer
www.plainsheating.com LENNTID [EN@

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE + HOME + CAR « FARM - BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

SHELTER

INSURANCE

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting * Flooring ¢ Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

TRANE

1It’s Hard To Stop A Trane?®

Bowman'’s
Heating /Air

Conditioning

577 W. 31st St., Goodland, KS
785-899-5770
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Commercial & Residential

* Advanced cleaning methods

* Affordable Quality Service *Spot & Spill Service
* Water Damage Restoration * VCT Tile & Ceramic Maintenance xco@

Colby, Kan. (785) 462-8313 Toll Free (800) 473-4138
www.profloorcareandsupply.com
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To our valued customers,
neighbors and friends...
we hope the upcoming

holidays are filled with
blessings and joy!
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Proudly offering
wide variety of
cleaning products
for Commercial
and Residential
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Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

There’s no limit fo our 1}120y1}2aﬁ017.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735

(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith 155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS
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Windy Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17
(785) 8994786 « (785) 899-5858 (home

Same day service on most out of town repairs

Realty, Inc.

Subscriptions
make great gifts!
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Hendricks

Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial
Phone: (719) 346-7187 * 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)
Broker & Certified General Appraiser
Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)

Broker Associate

www.hendricksrealtyinc.com

Committed to serving the
Goodland area since 1972!
The Genuine. The Original.
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Weathercraft Roofing & Overhead Door

716 W. Highway 24, Goodland * (785) 899-3064
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER FORD

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Hot Brush



