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Tractor trips raise money for foundation

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

Cruisin’. That’s something one
does onaship,or maybe that’s what
we used to do in our cars on Main
Street on Saturday night. Today
we’ll meet a man who organizes
cruises - noton ocean-going vessels
or old-time cars, but with tractors as
a way to raise money for a worthy
purpose. It’s just one of the many
creative ways that this community
leader has found to raise funds for
worthy causes.

Keith Olsen is a farmer and com-
munity leader in Brown County.
He farms near the community of
Horton, population 1,935 people.

matters of

That’s rural, but there’s more.

Keith grew up at Horton. He was
going to be a teacher but after col-
lege,he had the opportunity to come
back to the farm.He has always been
involved in helping develop activi-
ties for kids.

For example, Keith noticed that
there was no carnival or festival at
the Brown County Fair. One night
Keith attended a program put on by
his local John Deere dealer and saw
a video of a pedal tractor pull. He
thought that might be a fun activity
for kids at the fair, so he went to
work.He builtasled for the tractors
to pull, organized a contest and en-
listed kids to participate. It went so
well that others became interested,
and eventually Keith was doing
pedal tractor pulls at events in four

record

states.Infact,he and his wife Denise
were married on the one weekend in
the summer which Keith had open
from tractor pulls.

Keith has other interests as well.
He was active on the Kansas Farm
Bureau Young Farmer and Rancher
committee, nOw serves as a county
commissioner and in winter months
works as a basketball referee. One
day he was officiating at the middle
school in the rural community
of Everest, population 311 peo-
ple. That’s rural, but there’s more.
Someone commented about the
school’s gym floor, which was cov-
ered with old linoleum tiles and not
very suitable for basketball. Keith
decided to take this on as a project
and brainstormed various ideas to
raise money.

He organized various sports
camps and tailgate events with
Kansas State coaches, with the
proceeds going for a new hard-
wood gym floor at Everest Middle
School.Intwo-and-a-halfyears, he
raised more than $70,000. When
the time came to dedicate the floor,
Keith kept his characteristic sense
of humor. “Don’t put my name on
it,” Keith said. “I don’t want to be
dribbled on.” Today a plaque hon-
oring Keith’s contributions hangs
outside the Everest gym.

Keith still does a multi-state boys
football camp with former National
Football League star Paul Coffman
and others, plus a basketball camp
for boys and girls. Among the ben-
eficiaries is Highland Community
College.

Keithand Denise have twodaugh-
ters, Greta and Ingrid. When Ingrid
was one year old, she was diagnosed
with Angelman Syndrome,aneuro-
genetic disorder which requires
lifetime care. Suddenly Keith’s
fund-raising efforts became even
more personal.

One fund-raising idea thathe had
tried was a tractor cruise. That’s an
event where farmers and other trac-
tor enthusiasts bring their antique
tractors together for a cross-country
caravan. Keith has now organized
the northeast Kansas tractor cruise
into an annual event. Each tractor
driver pays a fee, with proceeds
going to the Angelman Syndrome
Foundation.

Infall2011,more than40 antique
tractors took partin a 30-mile tractor

cruise across Brown County. They
went from Everestto the rural com-
munity of Lancaster, population 292
people. Now, that’s rural.

In 2009, Keith was one of eight
Kansans honored by the Topeka
Capital-Journal for his accomplish-
ments in philanthropy. His work
also earned him recognition as a
Harvest Hero by John Deere and the
High Plains Journal. Meanwhile, he
is working on plans for the next an-
nual tractor cruise in fall 2012.

Cruisin’. It’s not just done on
ships or on Main Street during Sat-
urday night. Tractor cruises are one
of the creative ideas used by Keith
Olsen to make a difference by rais-
ing funds for worthy causes for his
home and community. He’s not just
cruisin,’ he is cruisin’ for a cause.

Municipal Court

These are cases decided by the
Goodland Municipal Court:

Nov. 23 — James Paul Roeder,
careless driving, fined $160.

Shantel L.Rodriguez,no parking
zone, fined $120.

Gary R. Slusher, racing exhibi-

tion of speed, fined $135.

Zachariah Weber, minor posses-
sion of tobacco, fined $85.

Nov. 28 — Natalie Frikas, tailed
to yield at stop or yield sign, fined
$135.

Nov.30-Fernando Martinez,Jr.,
driving under influence, diversion

$1,320.40.

Dec. 5 — Vanessa L. Crotinger,
failed to yield at stop or yield sign,
fined $135.

Dec. 6 — Omar Navarrorobles,
minor consuming alcohol, diver-
sion $260.

Chanell J. Peter, dog at large,

fined $120.

Dec.7 — Cory R. Crouse, speed-
ing 11 mph over limit, fined $111.

Blake B. Fritsch, speeding 10
mph over limit, fined $105.

Dec. 12 — Zachary A. Pottorf,
two charges of dog at large and dog
license required, fined $150.

Keith L. Smith, driving on sus-
pended, cancelled revoked license,
fined $260.

Dec.13—Justin P.Rascon, speed-
ing 17 mph over limit, fined $147.

Rusty D.Robinson, illegal tag,no
proof of insurance, fined $435.

Dec. 14 — Kyle A. Hawks, crim-

inal damage to property, fined
$205.79.

Laysha K. Medina, speeding in
school zone 1-10 mph over limit,
fined $150.

Janeth Soto, expired license,
fined $235.
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Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer
needs you. Repetitive advertising is the key

to opening the door to new customers.

Combined rates are available to feature your services in the Goodland Star-News and The Country Advocate.

Better Water. Pure and Simple™  since 1948

Scheopner’s Water

Conditioning, Inc.

904 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-2352

Quality Service

* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery

WANTED: DIRTY CARPET

IF YOU HAVE DIRTY CARPET, WE CAN STEAM CLEAN IT.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

* Commercial /Residential

. i i one house
Advanced Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning Equipment ‘f["

* Water Dameage Restoration
o FREE ESTIMATES

PRO FLOOR CARE

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
(785) 462-8313 or (800) 473-4138
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Plains Hearing & AirR CondiTioning, Inc.
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Scott Sitzman
Residential & Commercial HVAC

New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: 785-890-2914 < Toll free: 800-678-2914

1104 Main Ave.,

Goodland, KS

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,
and now serving Western Kansas!”’

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!

www.plainsheating.com
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Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

Brandon’s

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

Let us do the hard
work!!

Call today to find out
how this space WILL
work for you!

(785) 899-2338
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER FORD

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith 155 E. 5th, Box 692, Colby, KS

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent

SHELTER
INSURANCE

1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727

Business: (785) 899-2553

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

Subscriptions
make great gifts!

Windy Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 19781

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17
(785) 8994786 » (785) 899-5858 (home)

Same day service on most out of town repairs!

YOUR HEATING AND

, g___% A/C PROFESSIONAL.

GET COMFORTABLE.
Get hooked up with a

great heating or cooling

system for your home.
Our energy-efficient
systems are reliable,

powerful and economica

577 W. 31st, Goodland
(785) 899-5770

Bowman’s
Heating /Air

/ Conditioning
% TRANE

It's Hard Tb Stop A Trane®

Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial
Phone: (719) 346-7187 » 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)
Broker & Certified General Appraiser
Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)

Broker Associate

www.hendricksrealtyinc.com

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

Thhere’s no limit fo our Ilrlzayma/ion.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735

(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net



