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Six cases of measles have been
identified in Garden City this
month. The Kansas Department
of Health and Environment urges
people who are ill or exhibiting
measles-like symptoms to stay
at home unless they are seeking
medical attention.

OnTuesday,Jan. 10, the depart-
ment was notified of two cases of
measles. Both cases were within
the same family household and
had recent international travel.
The onset date of rash was Tues-
day, Jan. 3, and Thursday, Jan. 5.
The first two cases were seen by
the emergency department before
being admitted to the hospital.
Four additional cases - two within
the same family and two outside
the household - have subsequently
occurred. The cases have been
linked by documented contact.

The Finney County Health De-
partment and the state department
are working to identify contacts
among the general public and
health care personnel. With an

average incubation period of 10
to 14 days, secondary cases are
now appearing outside the initial
family.

Measles is arespiratory disease
caused by a virus. It causes fever,
runny nose, tiredness, cough and
a blotchy rash all over the body.
Measles is spread through the air
by breathing, coughing or sneez-
ing. It is so contagious that any
person who is exposed to it and is
not immune will probably get the
disease. Measles can be spread to
others from four days before to
four days after the rash appears.

“If you are ill with fever, stay
home except to see a health care
provider.If youneedto seek health
care, call ahead so appropriate
measures can be taken to protect
other patients and staff. In some
cases, measles can result in sec-
ondary illnesses such as bronchi-
tis, pneumonia and encephalitis,”
said Dr.Robert Moser,department
secretary and state health officer.

Two doses of measles, mumps

Six new measles cases

crop up in Garden City

and rubella vaccine - the first dose
at 12 to 15 months and the sec-
ond at 4 to 6 years - are routinely
recommended for all children.
Though the second dose of the
vaccine may be given earlier in
some circumstances the state
health department is not rec-
ommending any changes to the
routine schedule at this time. All
persons born during or after 1957
should have documentation of at
least one shot or other evidence
of immunity. Certain groups of
adults may be at increased risk
for exposure to measles. Adults
attending colleges or other post
high school educational institu-
tions, working medical facilities
ortraveling internationally should
be asses to ensure they are prop-
erly immunized.

The Kansas Department of
Health and Environment EPI
hotline is available to answer
question about potential disease
outbreaks (877)427-7317.

Hospital gets
safety certificate
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of staff.

Some of the oncologists from the Callahan Cancer
Center at Great Plains Regional Medical Center in
North Platte, Neb., visited Goodland. Jolly said they
were doing outreach at smaller hospitals.

* Reappointed Dr. David Beck, a general surgeon,
and physician assistant Robin Williamson. Both were

recommended by the staff.

* Heard a proposal from board chair Patty Eckhardt

erational.

Awwood hospital

finishing new wing

Rawlins County Health Center moved inpatients
to the new wing Thursday afternoon. The new
emergency room will be open at 8 a.m. Monday.
Until then, the old emergency room will be op-

Emergency parking and entrance can be found
ontheeastside of the new wing. Itcan be accessed
from 8th Street or from Highway 36.

For information, call (785) 626-3211.

City staft looking at

long-term

power contract with Sunflower Electric
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city’s public works shop east to the connection with
Sunflower.

Commissioner Bill Finley asked about maintaining
the power plant.

“That seven-mile line has gone down multiple
times,” he said. “We would have been in the dark for
days without (the power plant).”

Gerber said it has always been the board policy to
maintain the power plant,and the capacity credits built
into the contract could be as much as $88,000 a year.

Looney said it is in both the city’s and Sunflower’s
best interest to keep the power plant

Sunflower is a non-profit co-operative that sells
power to smaller co-operatives rather than individual
users. The managers of those co-ops form the board of
directors.In some cases, such as Goodland, it also sells
wholesale power to municipalities.

McCormick Excavation & Paving

Looney said Sunflower doesn’t recover anything
over its costs,and gives any profit back to its members
as credits.

Under the current contract, the city has the choice of
firm priced energy or variable, which fluctuates based
on energy cost. Since 2008, natural gas prices have
been low, so the city has been using the variable rate.
Looney said experts expect those prices to come back
up again soon.

Because municipalities can’t be members, however,
Goodland also has a three-mill adder on the contract.

Gerber said the city staff likes the existing contract,
and while they did shop around for other offers, they
settled on Sunflower again because it offers a longer-
term contract. One group had a seven-year contract.
but Gerber said the staff never felt comfortable with
that group.

The city commission gave Gerber the go-ahead to
continue contract negotiations.

P

&

“ N\ Mero)
D, A
N\ ae

Everyone at McCormick Excavation &
Paving, Stratton, Colo., would like to let
Goodland, and its surrounding towns, know
that our new asphalt plant in Colby, Kan. is
up and going!

If you are finding yourself in need of any
asphalt, paving, patching, cold mix, dirt
work, sand and gravel, pipe installation,

or any other services, keep us in mind! We
would be more than happy to help you with
your needs.

We can be contacted at:

Colby: (785) 443-0638

Stratton: (719) 348-5383

Jim McCormick: (719) 349-0660

toform an information technology committee. She sug- The

gested Jolly,board member Patrick Gleason and Kevin
Sanderson get together to work out particulars.

* Approved one change to the emergency medical
services contract with Sherman County. If damage
to an ambulance exceeds $7,500 on a single incident
or $30,000 total, the county will handle the repair
or replacement. The hospital will be responsible for
anything less than that. The change was made at the
county’s request.
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New Oncology
Clinic Brings
Specilalized
Cancer Services

r. January Fields
Medical Oncologist/Hematologist

Dr. January Fields, oncologist and
hematologist will see and evaluate new
patients, manage patients currently
receiving treatment and provide follow-
up services at a new clinic in Colby.

Oncology — Dr. January Fields
Monthly

Citizens Medical Center
Specialty Clinic

100 E. College Drive - Colby

The cancer program at HaysMed
is accredited by the American College
of Surgeons Commission on Cancer.
Its fellowship-trained cancer specialists
provide these state-of-the-art cancer
care services:
. Medical oncology
. Radiation oncology
. Hematology
. Breast Care Center
. Cancer prevention, screening and
early detection
. Diagnosis, consultation, treatment
. Patient support and education
. Clinical research
. Cancer survivorship services

To schedule an appointment or for
more information, consult your primary
care physician. Or call 785-623-5774 or
Toll Free 1-800-248-0073 and ask for
Medical Oncology.
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Dr. Babu Prasad
Radiation Oncologist

Dr. Anne O’Dea
Medical Oncologist/Hematologist

Dr. Sameh G. Abuerreish
Medical Oncologist/Hematologist
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CANCER INSTITUTE

2220 Canterbury Drive — Hays
785-623-5774
www.haysmed.com/cancer




