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The Goodland Star-News will 
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing in a news story. Please 
call our office at (785) 899-2338 
to report errors. We believe that 
news should be fair and factual. We 
want to keep an accurate record 
and appreciate you calling to our 
attention any failure to live up to 
this standard.

corrections

I feel safe.  I am protected.  I have Life Alert®.

When 

ALONE
I am home 

One touch of a button sends help quickly in the event of a medical 
emergency, fall, home invasion, fi re or carbon monoxide poisoning.

For a FREE brochure call:

1-888-902-1678

Now we have two systems available: 

Life Alert Classic for seniors 

Life Alert 50+ for people 50+

New!
 Your choice of help buttons

®

Hurry! Order now and take 20%* Off only at 
www.profl owers.com/cute or call 888.560.3135

Bouquets from

+s/h$1999

Hurry! Order now and take 
www.profl owers.com/cute

Bouquets from

+s/h$1999

Valentine’s Day 

is Tuesday, February 14th 

*Minimum product purchase of $29.00. Does not apply to gift cards or certifi cates, same-day or international delivery, 
shipping & handling, taxes, or third-party hosted products (e.g. wine). Discount will appear upon checkout and cannot be 
combined with other offers or discounts. Discounts not valid on bulk or corporate purchases of 10 units or more. Images 
in this advertisement may include upgraded, premium containers which are available for an additional charge. Prices valid 
while supplies last. Offer expires 2/28/2012 

www.goodlandnet.com/movies
Sherman

1203 Main – Phone 899-6103

Feb. 5: NFL Championship at Theatre!

We Bought a Zoo (PG)
Starts Friday 7 PM:
War Horse (PG-13)

Tonight 7 PM

For all children who have reached the age of 
5 (five) on or before August 31, 2012

Kindergarten Screening 2012

Wednesday, February 15 
8 a.m. -4 p.m. (no appt. necessary)
At West Elementary (912 W. 12th)

Each child will complete a screening in August at 
the Elementary School Enrollment.

**IMPORTANT** Bring to screening: certified copy 
of birth certificate, Child’s immunization records and 
copy of social security card and School Entry Physical!

Oberlin site
of conference 
By CYNTHIA HAYNES

c.haynes@nwkansas.com
More than 800 farmers and ranch-

ers attended the annual Cover Your 
Acres no-till farming conference 
at The Gateway in Oberlin earlier 
this month.

While Kansas State University 
Extension agents from all of north-
west Kansas and beyond manned 
the check-in booths in the foyer, 
every conference room and the 
Morgan Theatre were full of people 
learning about the latest in no-till 
farming, how to preserve moisture, 
crop rotation, chemicals and fertil-
izer and farm management.

Meanwhile the arena was stuffed 
to overflowing with vendors and 
machinery, including a couple of 
combines and tractors that would 
hardly fit through the giant double 
doors on the north side of the build-
ing.

The show drew 50 vendors tout-
ing everything from spraying equip-
ment to insurance and estate plan-
ning, said Jeanne Falk of Colby, an 
Extension agronomist who helped 
organize the show.

“We try to put in topics the pro-
ducers can take out in the field and 
use …,” Falk said.

Her records showed that the 
800 plus attendees came from 525 
operations, she said, mostly from 
Kansas and Nebraska.

This is the ninth year for the con-
ference, which has always been held 

at The Gateway.
“This is the facility that we can 

put this type of conference together 
in northwest Kansas,” Falk said, 
noting the many meeting rooms and 
the arena for displays.

The conference is co-sponsored 
by Kansas State University Re-
search and Extension and the North-
west Kansas Crop Alliance.

Other conferences are held in 
Salina and Burlington, Colo., each 
year, Falk said, but they are differ-
ent. The Cover Your Acres confer-
ence is the only one that brings in ex-
perts from Kansas State, Colorado 
State University and University 
of Nebraska research facilities to 
talk about what the farmers want 
to hear.

“The programs are driven by pro-
ducers,” Falk said. “We meet with 
groups and see what they want, and 
pair that with the right specialists 
from the university to teach.”

The conference started as pretty 
much just no till, she said, but has 
expanded to include conservation 
and how to make money in agri-
culture.

While many of the vendor dis-
plays in the arena were from out of 
town, Greg Lohoefener of Market 
Data, Vickie Bailey of Decatur 
County Title and Abstract and Crop 
Production Services were there 
to represent the Oberlin business 
community. 

Coming prepared

Billy Eckhardt (in police regalia), son of Patty and Dallas Eck-
hardt, waited  with his mother for his turn at Kansas Child Iden-
tification Program offered by law enforcement at the Sherman 

County Health Fair on Saturday morning at Northwest Tech. 
                                                    Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News

Norton to hold 
disc golf tournament

The Kansas Disc Golf Associa-
tion, along with the Norton disc golf 
club, will host a winter food drive 
benefit disc golf tournament on 
Saturday at the Elmwood Park disc 
golf course.

The cost to enter the tournament 
is $20 per competitor. Included in 
the cost of entry is a special Kansas 
Disc Association Food Drive disc 
and each competitor will be entered 
into a state-wide raffle for a disc golf 
basket, valued at over $200. A play-
ers meeting will be held at 9:45 a.m. 
and the first round will begin at 10 
a.m. After the first round, the club 
will provide lunch for all players. 
After lunch, a second round will 

be play. 
All proceeds from the tournament 

will go to God’s Pantry in Norton to 
help provide food for needy families 
in the community. Tournament 
organizers report that over the past 
three years, the club has donated 
more than $1,000 to God’s Pantry. 
Tournament competitors are also 
encouraged to bring non-perishable 
food items to the tournament to be 
donated to God’s Pantry. 

For more information about the 
tournament or to donate to the food 
drive, contact Don Mordecai at 
785-877-5475 or Kent Lockhart at 
785-202-2473. 

Department seeking energy project applications
TOPEKA – The U.S. Department 

of Agriculture is seeking applica-
tions for assistance to farmers and 
rural small businesses to complete 
a variety of energy efficiency and 
renewable energy projects. 

Funding is available from depart-
ment’s Rural Energy for America 
Program (REAP) authorized by the 
Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008, commonly known as 
the Farm Bill. In 2011, Kansas had 
23 small businesses and 18 agricul-
tural producers receive assistance 
grants, totaling nearly $800,000.

“Renewable energy development 
presents an enormous economic 
opportunity for rural America,” 

said U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack. “This funding will assist 
rural farmers, ranchers and business 
owners to build renewable energy 
projects, providing opportunities 
for new technologies, create green 
jobs, and help America become 
more energy self-sufficient.”

The Rural Energy for America 
Program is designed to help agri-
cultural producers and rural small 
businesses reduce energy costs and 
consumption and help meet the 
Nation’s critical energy needs. For 
2012, the department has approxi-
mately $25.4 million budget author-
ity available to fund the program’s 
activities, which will support at least 

$12.5 million in grant and approxi-
mately $48.5 million in guaranteed 
loan program level awards. The de-
partment is accepting the following 
applications:
• Renewable energy system and 

energy efficiency improvement 
grant applications and combination 
grant and guaranteed loan applica-
tions until March 30, 2012;
• Renewable energy system and 

energy efficiency improvement 
guaranteed loan only applications 
on a continuous basis up to June 
29, 2012;
• Renewable energy system fea-

sibility study applications through 
March 30, 2012; and

• Energy audits and renewable 
energy development assistance 
applications through February 21, 
2012. 

This funding is an example of the 
many ways that the Agriculture De-
partment is helping revitalize rural 
economies to create opportunities 
for growth and prosperity, support 
innovative technologies, identify 
new markets for agricultural pro-
ducers, and better utilize our na-
tion’s natural resources.

“The REAP program has assisted 
Kansas agricultural producers and 
small businesses by providing fi-
nancing for converting to energy ef-
ficient irrigation systems; installing 

energy efficient equipment, lighting 
and windows; and developing new 
renewable energy sources such as 
wind, solar and geothermal,” stated 
Rural Development Business Pro-
grams Director Karissa Berks. “The 
energy savings that the REAP proj-
ects have shown is tremendous, and 
we look forward to helping innova-
tive Kansas agricultural producers 
and small businesses with reducing 
their energy needs.”

At Secretary Vilsack’s direction, 
the Agriculture Department is work-
ing to develop the national biofuels 
industry producing energy from 
non-food sources in every region 
of the country. The department is 

conducting and encouraging re-
search into innovative new energy 
technologies and processes, helping 
companies build biorefineries – in-
cluding the first ever commercial-
scale cellulosic ethanol facilities 
– and supporting farmers, ranchers, 
and businesses taking risks to pur-
sue new opportunities in biofuels. 
Along with Federal partners, the 
department is establishing an avia-
tion biofuels economy, and has ex-
pedited rules and efforts to promote 
production and commercialization 
of biofuels.
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