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Colby tinancial campaign
brings in $1.9 million so far

COLBY, from Page 7

practicing at the clinic.”

Unger said that unlike many other hospitals
in northwest Kansas, Citizens does not receive
any financial support from the county budget, or
any kind of property or sales tax support.

“We have been very fortunate to be able to
expand our organization to meet medical needs
in the 21st century that better enable us to serve
our community,” Under said. “We have invest-
ed $8.6 million in capital improvements, expan-
sions and technology over the last five years
alone.

“It has been 30 years since we have asked our
community for financial assistance. Improving
the health care services we offer and facilities
to house these services and providers has been
part of our master plan since 2008. And, now
more than ever, it is time to expand.”

Unger said the $1.9 million campaign is being
spearheaded by a steering committee. Through
personal giving, board contributions, trust con-
tributions and employee giving, $668,000 has
already been raised in just two short months.

Among the many upgrades over the past five
years, the clinic has moved from paper records
to electronic medical records, a technology
many facilities are struggling with.

The clinic is so ahead of the curve, Unger said,
that they have been cited as a premiere location
for electronic medical records by the Regional
Extension Center. Clinic manager Scott Focke
and nurse practitioner Jenny Niblock help train
employees making the transition in other facili-
ties. They are proud to say they are nearly 90
percent complete with the clinic’s records.

“We had almost 10,000 records to transition,”
Focke said. “Having the electronic files allows
us to be better interface with the hospital, and
exchange orders and results faster and more re-
liably with other providers, too.”

Citizens Chief Executive Officer Kevan
Trenkle said the hospital has invested a lot in
electronic medical records. He said the initial
investment was close to $1 million and they’ve
since spent almost $2 million more in software
and education.

He said Medicare provides financial incen-
tives to make the electronic upgrade moe palat-
able, and gives penalties to facilities that don’t
upgrade.

“All of these things combined is a strong indi-
cation that we are continuing to grow,” said Un-
ger. “Any business that stops growing becomes
stagnant, and being stagnant is simply not a
possibility in today’s health care arena.”

Kim Weigel must calibrate the Magnetic Resonance Imaging machine at
the Citizens Medical Center every morning to ensure part of the complex
device is communicating effectively. A fluid-filled bottle is used to give
the high-powered magnet something tangible to scan. - Cristina Beringer/Colby
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Smart Care with a Smartphone!

Android phones from Nex-Tech Wireless offer thousands of apps to help you live, work and play smarter. Check out these handy apps!

Libra -Weight Manager- Monitor your weight with a trend line, share charts and
sync with the cloud.

€ndomondo Sports Tracker- Social sports training. Compete against your friends;
get real-time feedback.

Instant Heart Rate- Tracks how much fat your body is burning. It shows your heart
rate measurements, a real-time PPG graph and your heart-rate history.

Facebook- Update your status, upload pictures, check your News Feed and more.

Google+ Makes connecting on the web more like connecting in the real world.
Share your thoughts, links and photos with the right circles.

Seesmic- Offers support for multiple accounts, a home page widget showing latest
tweets and an incredibly slick and professional design.

621-2600 www.nex-techwireless.com
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Renovated radiography suite a draw for Hoxie

By Cynthia Haynes

The Oberlin Herald
c.haynes @nwkansas.com

The Sheridan County Health Complex ren-
ovated its radiography suite this year, thanks
to money from donors using the state Com-
munity Service tax credit program.

With new computers, radiography, picture
archiving and communication systems, the
staff can now capture all medical diagnostic
imagery in digital files. Increased efficiency
should translate to improved patient care, as
radiologists in another office or another town
can read the digital images directly transmit-
ted by computer, speeding turnaround time.

The next project on deck is to renovate the
kitchen and dietary area in Sheridan County
Long Term Care, the 38-bed nursing center at-
tached to the complex. The renewed facilities
will allow the center to offer both more menu
items and a more flexible serving schedule to
residents.

The health complex had hoped to use tax
credits for this also, said Steve Granzow, the
hospital’s chief operating officer. However,
that did not work out because of last year’s
project. At the end of the year, however,
there were some unused tax credits in Sheri-
dan County and the hospital will get about
$161,000 from that for the project.

Meetings are going on now to finish plans
and Granzow said he hopes work can start in
June.

While Hoxie has no resident physician at
present, the hospital, its clinics in Hoxie and
Selden keep a full schedule through the work
of its chief of staff, Dr. Brewster Kellogg of
Colby, cooperating doctors from Bluestem
Medical in Quinter, and consulting specialists
from both Hays and Kearney, along with al-
lied health professionals in Hoxie.

This year, the Hoxie clinic has expanded
services and is open for walk-in treatment
from 7 to 9 a.m. five days a week.

The Selden clinic, open on Wednesdays,
sees patients either as walk-ins or by appoint-
ment in the morning.

Health care is provided by physician as-
sistant Kelly Rezac, who joined the staff in
November, and nurse practitioners Kaylee
Watkins and Heather Mauk.

The hospital is still looking for doctors to
live in Hoxie and Sheridan County, Mr. Gran-
zow said.

Visiting consultants offer specialized care
in cardiology, orthopedics and general sur-
gery. They include:

* Dr. Ross Stadalman, a surgeon from Hays
who comes every two weeks for surgical con-
sults, endoscopy exams and minor surgery.

e Dr. Charles Schultz, a surgeon from Hays

The Sheridan County Health Complex used the state tax credit program to help finance a renovation of its radiography
suite. The hospital’s next project will be a renovation of the kitchen at its Long Term Care Center (above).

SCHC

The Road to Wellness in Morthwest Kansas

- Beds — 18 as Critical Access Hos-
pital, 38 long-term nursing, eight as-
sisted living apartments.

+ Revenue 2011 — $6.5 million.

« Profit 2011 — $324,000.

« County money — $765,000.

+ Doctors — cooperative agreement
with Bluestem Medical in Quinter, Dr.
Brewster Kellogg of Colby as chief
of staff, two nurse practitioners, one
physician assistant.

+ Administrator — Steve Granzow.

+ Phone — (785) 675-3281.

who comes every four weeks for surgical con-
sults, endoscopy exams and minor surgery.

e Dr. Ahmed Kutty, a cardiologist (heart
specialist) from Kearney.

* Dr. Michael Lasley, a surgeon from Hays,
comes every two weeks for surgical consulta-
tion, endoscopy exams and minor surgery.

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

Facebook is the place to keep in touch with
The Goodland Star-News and
The Oberlin Herald.

SCHC

The Road to Wellness in Morthweest Kansas

* Hospital * Hoxie Medical Clinic
* Long Term Care Center * Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic

Dr. Brewster Kellogg, Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C,
Heather Mauck, ARNP-C, Kelly Rezac, PA-C,
Dr. Victor Nemechek, Dr. Michael Machen,

Dr. Doug Gruenbacher, Dr. Shelly Gruenbacher,
Dr. Jill Stewart.

826 18th - Hoxie, KS 785-675-3018
Selden Community Clinic

OPEN WEDNESDAYS!!

V2N Kavsas  785-386-4380




