6 The Goodland Star-News | Friday, March 9, 2012

Tools designed to attract, fit women

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development

at Kansas State University

Imagine walking into a shop
where all the tools are pink. The
hammer is pink. The cordless drill is
pink.The screwdriveris pink. What
happened here? Have you fallen
into Candyland? No, this is for real.
This is a new business about tools
specifically designed to fit women’s
smaller hands - butbeyond that,it’s
about educating and empowering
women and creating opportunities
for independent business.

Linda Warner is a consultant
for Tomboy Tools, an innovative
business and educational organiza-
tion for women and girls that helps
inspire them and builds their confi-

dence in using tools designed just
for women. Linda grew up in Min-
nesota and lived on afarm for years.
She came to Kansas on a scholarship
to McPherson’s Central College,
married a Kansan and went on to
a career with the State of Kansas,
settling near Topeka.

When she recently took early
retirement from the state, she helped
out in her husband’s business,
Warner Electric. Linda had always
wanted to have her own business
as well.

One day she was looking through
acountry magazine and came across
a business name which intrigued
her: Tomboy Tools. She found that
Tomboy Tools had been founded
in Denver in 2000. It started with
Janet Rickstrew helping out her
friends, who seemed always toneed
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her advice with theirhome projects.
Janet and friend Mary Tatum cre-
ated Tomboy Tools. They wanted
aunique company that would offer
women hands-on education,quality
tools and the opportunity to learn,
share and earn additional income
in a fun setting.

Last fall, Linda contacted the
company and asked how many
people they had selling for them in
Kansas. “Two,” she was told - both
located in northeast Kansas. “Now
you have three,” Linda said. “This
is just the business opportunity I’ve
been looking for.”

Linda explains that the products
are top quality tools,ergonomically
designed for women as well as being
colored pink. There is a full line of
products and accessories, from pink
hammers and hard hats to garden

tools, power tools, automotive sup-
plies, plumbing, and much more.
Wow, talk about being tough enough
to wear pink.

The sales model is based on a
home party plan. For example, a
host will invite friends to gather for
afun social time where they will be
introduced to Tomboy Tools and
have the opportunity to try them
before purchasing. At the tool par-
ties, women are taught how to use
the tools for various home repairs,
gardening, and craft projects.

Of course,aperson can also order
from Linda online.

“Tomboy Tools is the perfect gift
if you are looking for a useful prod-
uct or unusual gift for that special
someone,” Linda said.

Tomboy Tools alsohas a“Pink for
aPurpose” initiative which supports

worthy causes - the Avon Founda-
tion for Women: the Breast Cancer
Crusade and Speak Out Against Do-
mestic Violence. This remarkable
business was even named a Top 100
Brilliant Company by Entrepreneur
magazine.

“I’'m a country girl,” Linda said.
“My husband is an electrician.
My father and brothers worked in
construction, so I’'mused to having
tools around. But many women may
not know how to use tools or may
feel intimidated by the power tools.
Many women don’t know how to
unplug a drain, fix a screen or hole
in the wall, or even hang pictures. |
thoroughly enjoy teaching women
how to fix things and how to use
the tools, which, in turn, empowers
them to become more independent
while saving time and money.”

Linda works from her rural home
near the unincorporated town of
Grantville, which has a population
of fewer than 200 people. Now,
that’s rural.

For more information, go to www.
tomboytools.info/lindawarner.

It’s time to leave this place where
all the tools are pink -- an example
of whatis possible through Tomboy
Tools. We commend Linda Warner
and all those involved with Tomboy
Tools for making a difference by
empowering and educating women
and creating business opportunities
in this creative way.

Every great company starts with
a stroke of genius. With Tomboy
Tools, it happened to be a stroke of
apink hammer.

The regular monthly meeting
of the Country Clovers 4-H club
was held on Monday, Feb. 27, at
the Sherman County 4-H building.
Acting President Garrett Nemechek
called the meeting to order. Ella
[hrig and Taitem Ketter led the club
in the flag salute and club pledge.

They also led the club in a song of
“Itsy Bitsy Spider.” Roll call was
answered by the members’ favorite
president. There were 17 members,
two leaders, one quest and six par-
ents present.

Secretary Kaitlyn Daise read the
minutes and they were approved as
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great lzeatiﬂg or coo/ing
system for your home.
Our energy-efficient
systems are reliable,
powerful and economical

577 W. 31st, Goodland
(785) 899-5770

Bowman's
Heating /Air

Conditioning
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read. Treasurer Alexis Bergquist
gave the treasurer’s report and it
wasreceived as read. Trevor Daise,
reporter, stated that an article was
submitted to the newspaper. Kate
Zelfer, council member, gave the
council report. Leader Glenda Co-
chran gave the leaders report.

Hendricks Realty, Inc.

There was no new or old busi-
ness.

Forthe program, Mikail Freeman
gave ademonstration on “How todo
Drywall.” Garrett Nemechek gave
a project talk on his sheep project
on “General Supplies needed for
the Sheep Show.” Evin Bergquist

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

Thhere’s no limit fo our Ilrlzayma/ion.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-tel.net

Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial

gave a project talk on his shooting
sports project “What do guns have
in common?” Kayleigh McCombs
gave ahealth and safety talk on “Fire
Safety.”

It was moved and seconded to ad-
journ the meeting by saying the club
motto and putting up their chairs.
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NEW SYSTEM

PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

The Bergquist family brought
delicious refreshments that were
enjoyed by all. The next meeting is
model meeting on Monday, March
12,at5:30 p.m.

By Trevor Daise, reporter
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“Where Servzce is an Aﬂizzr of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER FORD

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17
(785) 899-4786 * (785) 899-5858 (home)
Same day service on most out of fown repairs!

Subscriptions make
great gifts! Call
(785) 899-2338 today!

* Drinking Systems

Quality Service

* Water Softeners

Better Water. Pure and Simple™

since 1948
(Sales & Rentals)
Scheopner’s Water
Conditi()ning, Inc. * Water Coolers
904 Main, Goodland * Salt Sales & Delivery

(785) 899-2352

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

Serving the tri-state area.

Phone: (719) 346-7187 » 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)
Broker & Certified General Appraiser
Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)

Broker Associate

< www.hendricksrealtyinc.com >

Plains Hearing & Air CondiTioning, Inc.

@t Scott Sitzman FREE g
“\“‘S“““ Residential & Commercial HVAC "M”ES!
New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: 785-890-2914 < Toll free: 800-678-2914

1104 Main Ave., Goodland, KS
“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,
and now serving Western Kansas!”’
Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!

PREMIER /
www.plainsheating.com o> LED N@

WANTED: DIRTY CARPET

IF YOU HAVE DIRTY CARPET, WE CAN STEAM CLEAN IT.

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL! NCJ/e;nmg
e Commercial /Residential ansas
* Advanced Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning Equipment oniﬁﬁﬂéf ot

* Water Dumeage Restoration
* FREE ESTIMATES

PRO FLOOR CARE

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
(785) 462-8313 or (800) 473-4138

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM + BUSINESS
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‘Guaranteed
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Cleaning
Power

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

SHELTER

INSURANCE

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith ¢ PO Box 692, Colby, KS
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The
Service Directorvy...
it works FOR YOU!!

Call Jeff today to
find out how!

(785) 899-2338




