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Season stats show positives for Cowboy players

By Kevin Bottrell
kbottrell @nwkansas.com

The Goodland High School boys
basketball team may have only
gotten six wins this year, but Head
Coach Donald Raymer said the
players got valuable experience.

“Some of it was very positive,”
Raymer said.

The Cowboys ended their season
with a 6-15 record. Wins came
against Weskan and Norton in
December, Oakley in January and
Colby, Rawlins County and Hugo-
ton in February.

“We lost some close games,” he
said. “If we were to score justa few
more points, we could win those
and look at our successes instead of
looking at it as arebuilding year.”

Raymer said the season gave the
team some good experience and
some players had the opportunity
to develop their skills.

The Cowboyshad aresurgence in
mid-February, winning two back-
to-back games. Raymer said he’d
been talking to other coaches, and
one thing he did was to change the
starting lineup. He took the team’s
second leading scorer, sophomore
Gage Ihrig, out of the starting line-
up, replacing him with senior Reed
Bellamy. Raymer saved Ihrig for
later in the game.

“Itold Gage, ‘ Your jobisto getthe
ball and shoot,”” Raymer said.

With Thrig more rested, he put in
a lot of points at key moments for
the Cowboys. He scored 23 points
in the Cowboys’ 50-41 win over
Hugoton on Feb. 17. In that game,
Ihrig knocked down 6 of 9 three
pointers.

“That’s very impressive for a
sophomore shooter,” Raymer said.

The senior class had several stars
on the varsity team.

Ryan Hillmer had 317 points this
season. His season high came in a
77-57 loss to Winfield on Jan. 20,
where he score 27 points, mostly
from the free throw line. He made
23 field goal attempts in that game
but connected on only five.

Overall he shot 105 out of 305
field goal attempts, made 73 of 114
free throws, got 74 assists and pulled
down 108 rebounds. In Monday’s
game, Hillmer beat coach Donald
Raymer’s career point total from
his days as a Goodland High School
player. Hillmer put in 823 career
points, the fourth highest of any
Cowboy.

Bellamy, who sat out the begin-
ning of the season with a football
injury, came back in a big way in
late January. He saw his first action
against Winfield onJan. 20, putting
in two points, but shooting 1 of 5
from the field.

He had a career-high 15 points

in the Cowboys 79-61 win over
Rawlins County on Feb. 14.Overall
this season he had 56 points, shot
18 of 60 from the field and 20 of
35 from the free throw line. He had
seven assists, three blocks and 40
rebounds.

Blaine Lutheraveraged 3.2 points
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Sophomore Gage lhrig (above),
seen here playing against Scott
City in December, was the Cow-
boys second leading shooter this
year. Senior Blaine Luther (left),
seen here going for two points
against Colby in February, aver-
aged 3.2 points a game and got

83 rebounds.
Photos by Kevin Bottrell and Tom Betz
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a game for the Cowboys with 64
points total. He had a double-dou-
ble, including a season-high 10
points and 11 rebounds, against
Rawlins County on Feb. 14.
Overall, Luther shot 24 of 62
from the field, made 13 of 21 free
throws, got five assists, two blocks
and pulled down 83 rebounds.
Parker Sieck had 40 points this
season. He shot 13 of 41 from the
field and made 14 of 25 free throws.
His best game came against Hugo-
ton on Jan. 13, where he scored
seven points, five of those from
free throws, blocked two shots and
pulled down three rebounds.
Raymer said the team won’t
be same without the graduating
seniors.
“It’s always tough to lose guys
that you’ve grown to trust and
think of as your sons,” he said. “But

Girl Scout cook

it’s part of the job. You send your
seniors on and you bring in new
freshmen.”

While it won’t be the same with-
outthose seniors,Raymer said there
isagood core group of players com-
ing back next year.

The junior class had fewer play-
ers, but several hard workers.

Gunner Helton saw more play-
time at the beginning of the season.
He had six points against Norton in
December and six against Hugoton
in early January. He had 24 points
this season, shooting 11 of 26 from
the field. He putin4 of 8 free throws
and got 28 rebounds. Raymer said
Helton will need to reassert himself
next year.

Cy Paxton only had nine points
this season,buthe putin 100 percent
of his four free throw attempts. All
four of those came in a game against
Rawlins County on Feb. 14.Paxton
also gotnine steals and 10 rebounds
this season. Raymer said Paxton is
often outsized on the floor, but no
one works harder.

Ruben Lazaro was injured much
of his sophomore and junior year.
He saw varsity playtime against
Holcomb,Hugoton,Rawlins Coun-
ty, Hillsboro, Oakley and Scott City
this year. He had three points, shot
1 of 3 from the field and made 1 of
2 free throws. Raymer said he has
made significant steps.

Raymersaid Cooper Slough, who
got several minutes of playtime
and scored two points, is a tough,
physical player, but needs to work
on developing fundamentals.

The sophomore class was astrong
one for the Cowboys this year.

Gage Ihrig scored 208 points

this season. Overall, he made 42 of
100 three point attempts and 46 of
59 free throws — the best percent-
age of the team. He shot 60 of 151
from the field, got 19 assists and 54
rebounds.

Gage’s brother Gannon wasn’t
too far behind with 136 points this
season. He shot 49 of 131 from the
field, knocked down 26 of 40 free
throws and got 30 rebounds.

Gannon put in 19 points in the
Cowboys’ narrow 59-53 loss to
Riley County on Jan. 21. He made
7 of 12 field goals that night.

Taylen Smith was another of the
Cowboys’ top scorers with 198
points. His field goal percentage
was one of the beston the teamat41
percent. He matched Gannon Ihrig’s
season-high point total with 19 in a
game against Norton on Jan. 24.

Smith was also the team’s leading
rebounder, pulling down 69 offen-
sive rebounds and 130 on defense
for a total of 199.

Raymer said that no matter how
well these players performed this
season,next season wouldn’tjustbe
handed to them, they would need to
work hard in the off season.

“They have a very strong work
ethic, though,” he said.

Raymer said he’s also looking for
sophomores Zach Miller, Connor
Simpson and Jarod Lake to step up
nextyear.

Raymer plans to spend the sum-
mer working with his players on
fundamentals like passing, drib-
bling and shooting, as well as their
zone defense.

“We’ll be looking forward to next
year,” he said. “And I wish all the
spring sports good luck.”

Cash 4 Junkers

Will pay top dollar for your unwanted,
totaled or junked vehicles. Cars, vans,
pickups or trucks. Also interested in farm
machinery and other metals, batteries,
radiators, copper aluminum & brass.

call 785-332-7046, Jett Fromholtz
St. Francis, Ks.
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Pay for a subscription and receive Girl Scout cookies!

°46.00

6 month subscription,
1 box of cookies.

*81.00

1 year subscription,
2 boxes of cookies.
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