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Civil War era church still has services

By Ron Wilson

Director

Huck Boyd National Institute
for Rural Development
Kansas State University

Have you ever seen a Bible with
a barrel and a bullet? That doesn’t
sound like any Bible I know, but
there was atime when a Sharps rifle
was called a “Beecher Bible.”

Today,an active church bears this
historic name. The churchis located
in rural Kansas, north of the Native
Stone Scenic Byway.

In a previous profile, we learned
about the Native Stone Scenic
Byway’s many attractions, which
are described on a CD and on the
Wabaunsee County website. One
of these attractions is the Beecher
Bible and Rifle Church.

The Beecher Bible and Rifle
Churchislocated in the town of Wa-

matters of

baunsee in the northern Flint Hills of
Kansas. The origins of the church go
back to May 1854, when Congress
passed the Kansas-Nebraska Act
which provided that Kansas would
become a free state or a slave state,
depending on the vote of the people
of Kansas.

Pro- and anti-slavery factions
flooded into the state to influence
the vote.

InNew England, “Kansas Fever”
ran high. The people of New Haven,
Conn., raised money to send 60
colonists to Kansas.

Before the Connecticut-Kansas
Company left for Kansas, a meet-
ing was held in New Haven. A Yale
professor pledged $25 for a Sharps
rifle for the Company.

Then Henry Ward Beecher, the
great minister from Brooklyn,N.Y.,
pledged thathis congregation would

record

give the money for 25 rifles if the
audience would give another 25.

People in the crowd responded
with great excitement, and soon 27
had been promised. Mr. Beecher
sent a check for the rifles, and with
the money came 25 Bibles.

Newspapers throughout the coun-
try proclaimed, “Bibles and Rifles
for Kansas.”

It was from this event that the
Sharps rifle came to be called a
“Beecher Bible” and the colony
from Connecticut came to be known
as “Beecher’s Rifle and Bible Col-
ony.”

In 1856, the Company left New
Haven and traveled by steamboat,
train and wagon to Wabaunsee,
which the company called “The
New Haven of the West.”

Local legend, which cannot be
substantiated, has it that the rifles

traveled through the slave state of
Missouri in boxes marked Bibles,
perhaps with a layer of Bibles over
the top of the guns.

Henry Ward Beecher was quoted
as saying that Missourians would
understand the rifle better than they
would understand the Bible.

In 1857, members of the Colony
and other settlers organized “The
First Church of Christ in Wabaun-
see.”

After two years of raising funds,
mostly in New Haven, for a church
building, they started construction
of the sturdy stone church that we
see today.

The new church was dedicated
in May 1862. It became one of the
largestand most influential Congre-
gational churches in Kansas.

After 1917, as the population
of the area dwindled, it was no

longer possible to keep a resident
minister.

Eventually the old stone church
was practically deserted. The last
entry in the official record book was
made in 1927.

In 1950 residents of Wabaunsee
formed a new church group and
began to hold weekly services.

This was said to be the first inter-
racial Congregational Church in
Kansas, a fact that impressed many
as a fitting tribute to the Connecti-
cut-Kansas Colony.

Today, the Beecher Bible and
Rifle Church is an independent,
non-denominational congrega-
tion. Services are still held every
Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in the original
stone building, which is located in
the rural town of Wabaunsee with a
population of probably fewer than
100 people. Now, that’s rural.

Bankruptcies
Cases filed in the U.S. District
Bankruptcy Court, 167 United
States Courthouse, 401 N. Mar-
ket Street, Wichita. Definitions:

Chapter 7, liquidation, business or
personal; Chapter 11,business reor-
ganization; Chapter 12, farmer re-
organization; Chapter 13, personal
reorganization. Dba: doing business

as; aka: also known as.
Goodland
Lee, Timothy Jay, Darla Jean
Lee, liabilities $180,076, assets
$119,273.

Wilder, Jack B. Jr., aka Jackson
Wilder,Casey M. Wilder, aka Casey
M. Horacek, liabilities $83,091, as-
sets $23,176.

Levant
Todd, Michael Taylor, Diana
Lynn Todd, aka Diana Lynn Furrer,
liabilities $23,524, assets $13,025.

Lynn Roth, a former missionary
and retired schoolteacher from
nearby Wamego, is the primary
preacher.

The building is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

Itdoes include stained glass win-
dows which the congregation made
themselves. For more information,
2o to www.wabaunsee.com.

Have you ever seen a Bible with
abarrel and a bullet?

During the era of Bleeding Kan-
sas, the Sharps rifle came to be
called a Beecher Bible, and the
Beecher Bible and Rifle Church
bears that historic name.

‘We honor those brave founders
who made a difference by fighting
for the cause of freedom with both
rifles and Bibles.
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Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer
needs you. Repetitive advertising is the key

to opening the door to new customers.

Combined rates are available to feature your services in the Goodland Star-News and The Country Advocate.

Broker & Certified

I Hendricks Realty, Inc.

Farm, Ranch, Residential & Commercial
Phone: (719) 346-7187 * 1401 Rose Ave., Burlington, CO
Mike Hendricks: (719) 340-0217 (cell #)

General Appraiser

Debra Miller-(719) 340-0345 (cell #)
Broker Associate

SHELTER
INSURANCE

www.hendricksrealtyinc.com

“Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

® .
www.shelterinsurance.com

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

“he @ecora/zby Co.
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o Commercial/Residential

* Water Dumeage Restoration
* FREE ESTIMATES

o Advanced Truck Mounted Steam Cleaning Equipment

PRO FLOOR CARE

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
785) 462-8313 or (800) 473-4138

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731

Interior Design Consultants
Irene Smith &
Rochelle Kling

Thhere’s no limit fo our I}nayzba/[on.

1011 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 890-5441
E-mail: decorco@st-fel.net

RTY CARPET

IF YOU HAVE DIRTY CARPET, WE CAN STEAM CLEAN IT.
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

Cleaning
NW Kansas

a time!

N
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Power

one house at

Goodlancl Home Healtll, LIC
Sue McCracken, RN

655-B E. 22nd, Goodland, KS
Office: (785) 890-7658 o Cell: (785) 821-0050

We provide the best care for those individuals due to illness
who are unable to care for themselves or their loved ones.

Brandon’s Carpentry

Drywall ¢ Painting ¢ Flooring * Roofing
Doors * Windows ¢ Siding * Decks * Ramps
Small Building Construction ¢ Garages and More

BRANDON LEE
St. Francis, KS 67756

(785)332-3370
Cell: (785)332-5264

Serving the tri-state area.

YOUR HEATING AND
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B
EST )

3 2

~’

=]

GET COMFORTABLE.

Get hooked up with a

great /wating or coa/ing

system for your home.
Our energy-efficient
systems are re iab, e,

powerful and economica

577 W. 31st, Goodland
(785) 899-5770

Bowman’s
Heating /Air

/ Conditioning

TRANE

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane®

NEW SYSTEM
PROFESSIONAL
WINDOW CLEANING

Serving Northwest Kansas
& Northeastern Colorado
since 1992!

(785) 462-6995 OR (800) 611-6735

egriffith@st-tel.net

www.mywindowcleaner.net

Eldean and Janet Griffith ¢ PO Box 692, Colby, KS

Better Water. Pure and Simple™

Scheopner’s Water

Conditioning, Inc.

904 Main, Goodland
(785) 899-2352
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“Where Service is an Affair of the Heart”

DAN BRENNER FORD

222 W. Hwy. 24, 1-70 BUSINESS LOOP, GOODLAND, KS
(Toll Free) 800-636-8770
(Business) 785-899-2316 (Fax) 785-899-2317

New Contractor in
Edson, KS

I have 35 years experience in all types
of construction, new or remodeling.

I do kitchens, bath, electrical, plumb-
ing and small repairs, inside or out!

| will give you a bid, local references.
Please call (785) 899-8585 or
email: jim@colemanconstruction.com.

For job experience, check out:
www.colemanconstruction.com

Flooring and Furniture and accessories

360 14th St., Burlington, CO ~ PHONE: (719) 346-7579
Dan and Myrna Troyer
www.superiorflooringandfurniture.com

Plains Heating & AR CondiTioning, INc.

Scott Sitzman
Residential & Commercial HVAC
New Installations-Replacements-Service

Phone: 785-890-2914 < Toll free: 800-678-2914

1104 Main Ave.,

“Serving Eastern Colorado for 35 years,
and now serving Western Kansas!”’

Discover the comfort of a Mendota Fire!
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www.plainsheating.

Quality Service
since 1948

* Drinking Systems

* Water Softeners
(Sales & Rentals)

* Water Coolers

* Salt Sales & Delivery
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Windy Plains Bike Shop

Professional bicycle repairs since 1978!

Parts, accessories and service for all makes.
Pick up and delivery available in Goodland!

TIRED OF FLATS?
ASK ABOUT OUR NO FLAT GUARANTEE!

Harold Snethen
6085 Rd. 17
(785) 8994786 « (785) 899-5858 (home)

Same day service on most out of fown repairs!

FREp ESTIIMTES!

Goodland, KS
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