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from our viewpoint...

Tax plan, budget

stirring up trouble .

There is much wailing and gnashing of teeth over the state
budget, centered on a flawed tax-cut plan that no one expected
to actually pass. |

The result could be a $2 billion hole in state revenues down the { !
line if something isn’t done. i

This is not Gov. Sam Brownback’s tax-cut plan, though the
basic idea came from the governor and he did sign the bill. The !
governor presented a carefully crafted package of tax cuts and
changes that would not have created such a problem. ‘ , 8

The governor’s plan, however, was pure in theory and prac- fisd = e pUTT
tice. He proposed ending may popular tax breaks, starting with g i : ; DUTT o
the one for home mortgages, that could have caused a rebellion Bl ' 2
among voters. b

This plan stayed true to the theory of alow, flat, fair income tax '
that many conservative economists have touted for decades, but : : : ;
it wasn’t about to fly that way. i ;

The Legislature stripped most of the income-raising ideas out ] %
of the tax plan, leaving mostly the cuts. The House and Senate : /
passed different versions, the House bill containing the most , \
drastic tax cuts. : -

Late in the session, the Senate passed the House bill with S 0.
changes senators thought would send it to a conference com- : : o '-' ‘ (RS
mittee, where the issues could be worked out in a compromise . : ‘ ’
between houses. Instead, the House passed the Senate-amended
version as is.

Ideas differ on whether that was a double cross of the Senate
or just good parliamentary maneuvering. Whatever you call it,
though, the House slam-dunk left the state with budget issues.
The carefully preserved 6.5 percent ending ballot in the state
budget could disappear as quickly as it was created, leaving the
state facing drastic cuts.

That’s notlikely to happen, though, since neither the Senate nor
many House members,noteven the governor, wanted the big cuts
without any matching changes in to stabilize revenue.

Hard-core conservatives may actually want to force more cuts in
state programs and agencies, and there probably is room in some
areas. For all the cutting of recent years, few agencies actually
have disappeared. Programs seem to have a life of their own; wit-
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The family farm is a rare breed

People outside of agriculture routinely try
to define the family farm. These same folks
have atendency to question corporate farming
whether family owned or not. Farm organiza-
tions often fall under the same scrutiny.

Let’s take a look at the family farm. In Kan-
sas, farm and ranch families grow up with the

One final attribute necessary in defining
today’s family farm would be the acceptance
and use of innovative technology. This would
notonly enhance farm labor but also help boost
production.

Family farming carries withitacommitment
to specific, independent values. These values
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ness the resurrection of state money for an arts program.

But the truth is, there’s already been a lot of cutting. This gov-
ernor and this legislature have taken control of the budget and
actually turned it around. State spending will go down this year
for the first time in decades; most “cuts” in previous years were

from proposed budgets, not from actual spending.

And that is at the root of much of the wailing. The spenders,
the big-government forces, are no longer in control in Topeka.

Government is shrinking, and they don’t like it.

The tax bill will have to be changed, yes, but it’s unlikely the
direction of state government will turn around any time soon.
The die has been cast for a smaller budget, and most Kansans

probably approve.

The forces behind higher spending — mostly those who benefit,
state and school employees, patrons of state programs and “en-
titlements,” people who believe that government can and should

solve every problem — won’t like that but it’s a done deal now.

We’ll be lucky to avert a budget disaster from this tax bill, but
the next Legislature has time to handle that. And perhaps, though
many don’t believe, some of the economic growth the governor

promises will come along in time to save the day.
He might be right, you know. — Steve Haynes
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feel of the prairie earth beneath their feet, the
wide-open sky overhead and the rhythm of the
seasons in their blood.

Throughout their lifetime, these farms and
ranches remain their pride and joy. They love,
care and respect the land entrusted to them.Ag
producers adhere to an ethic that enlarges the
boundaries of our community to include soils,
waters, plants and animals - collectively - the
land.

This entity known as the family farm is
based on owner operation. This means the
rights and responsibilities of ownership are
vested in an entrepreneur who works the farm
foraliving.

Another key ingredient of the family farm
systemisindependence.Independence means
financing from within its own resources us-
ing family labor, management and intellect
to build equity and cash flow that will retire
the mortgage, preferably in the lifetime of the
owner.

Economicdispersionis another integral part
of the family farm. Economic dispersion in-
cludes large numbers of efficient-sized farms
operating with equal access to competitive
markets worldwide.

No family farm would be complete without
the family core. This family centered operation
musthave afamily thatlivesits life in harmony
within the workplace. All family members
share responsibilities and the children learn
the vocation of their parents.

Atanearly age,these young men and women
learn to work with their dads and moms on the
family farm. Here, they develop self-reliance
andinitiative. They oftenrise with the sun and
finish work when it sets. Yet, they rarely take
this place called home for granted.

Theideal family farm is commercially diver-
sified. Productions of diversified commodities
helpreduce pricerisks and maximize the use of
farmresources to produce crops and livestock
that in turn provide greater self-sufficiency.

become part of the community and include
conservation, frugality, responsibility, hon-
esty,dignity in work,neighborly, self-reliance
and concern and care for future generations.

While it’s rare indeed that one particular
family farm may possess all of these attributes,
together they have created a system of agri-
culture that has been a part of our rural culture
since this nation’s beginning.

Today, detractors of this profession are
making it increasingly difficult for this vital
industry to progress and prosper. Maybe they
should tend to their own business and let farm-
ers and ranchers continue doing what they do
best - responsibly producing the healthiest,
safest in the world.

JohnSchlageckis aleading commentator on
agriculture andrural Kansas. Born andraised
onadiversified farmin northwestern Kansas,
his writing reflects a lifetime of experience,
knowledge and passion.

Retiring Senator had illustrious career

Earlier this month, Indiana Republican
primary voters retired six-term U.S. Sen.
Richard Lugar.

Ordinarily I don’t mind when an octogenar-
ian senator of either party is forced into retire-
ment. The Founding Fathers didn’t intend for
elected federal office to be a lifetime job. But
in the case of Sen. Lugar, I feel conflicted. It’s
worth taking a look at some of the highlights
from his distinguished career.

Ifirstbecame familiar with Sen. Lugar while
working on Capitol Hill shortly after my col-
lege graduation. One of the preeminent foreign
policy issues of the day was the drive to place
economic sanctions on the apartheid govern-
ment in South Africa.

I was particularly sensitive to the matter,
having taken an undergraduate class from Dr.
Peter Walsh, one of the country’s leading Af-
rican specialists at the time. Walsh had gained
notoriety for his public efforts to push the Notre
Dame administration to sell the university’s
investments in companies that did business in
South Africa.

President Ronald Reagan consistently op-
posed economic sanctions on South Africa,
and regarded Nelson Mandela and his banned
African National Congress Party as nothing
more than communist sympathizers.

Lugar, who then chaired the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, led the drive to pass the
Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986, which imposed
economic and political sanctions on South
Africa. The bill became law when Congress
overrode President Reagan’s veto. Prior to
the override vote, Lugar issued a memorable
statement pointing out the many times he had
supported the president, and then explaining
why he couldn’t on that occasion.

During his first trip to the United States
following his release from prison, Mandela
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personally thanked Lugar for his work on the
bill.In2011, South African Ambassador to the
U.S.Ebrahim Rasool presented Lugar with the
Mandela Freedom Award for his “exceptional
contribution to the struggle for the attainment
of a nonracial, free and democratic South
Africa.”

Other highlights of his career are testaments
to his ability and willingness to work across
party lines. The Cooperative Threat Reduction
Program (1992) established by a bill which
came to be known as Nunn-Lugar, was the first
post-Cold War measure that dealt with the need
to control and reduce stockpiles of nuclear
weapons. His Democratic partner, former
Georgia Sen. Sam Nunn, issued a statement
following Lugar’s defeat saying “There is no
doubt that the world is a safer place thanks to
Dick Lugar.”

Other more recent examples of Lugar’s
willingness to work across the aisle include
his support for auto bailouts and the Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty that passed the Sen-
ate in December of 2010. It would be hard to
argue thathe frequently betrayed his conserva-
tive principals. The American Conservative
Union gives him a 77 percent lifetime voting

where to write

record.

Lugar’s primary opponent, and Tea Party
favorite, State Treasurer Richard Mourdock
turned the senator’s statesmanlike demeanor
friendship with President Obama and will-
ingness to seek bi-partisan compromises intc
political liabilities.

After the primary results came in many com-
mented on Lugar’s remarkable career. Forme:
Nebraska Republican Sen. Chuck Hagel, whc
served with him for 12 years in the Senate, was
effusive in his praise.

“There is not one senator in the Republi-
can Party today who is in Dick Lugar’s uni-
verse...,” Hagel said. “He’s the kind of public
servantand elected official the country expects
and deserves.”

Sen. Lugar made a gracious concession
speech, but later issued a more pointed state-
mentregarding his opponent. He said he hoped
Mourdock would prove to be a good senator
but went on to say that to do so “will require
him to revise his stated goal of bringing more
partisanship to Washington.”

I’m not in a position to give advice tc
residents of the Hoosier state for the upcom-
ing general election. But surely a majority of
Indiana voters don’tagree with Mourdock that
the answer to Washington’s problems is more
partisanship.

Alan Jilka of Salinais vice president of Jilka
Furniture, former mayor of Salina and a one-
time Democratic candidate for Congressinthe
Kansas 1st District.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C.
20510. (202) 224-4774; E-mail address
— http://roberts.senate.gov/public/index.
cfm?p=EmailPat

U.S. Sen. Jerry Moran, Russell Senate Of-
fice Building, Courtyard 4, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 224-6521; Fax (202) 228-6966.
E-mail address — http://moran.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm/e-mail-jerry

U.S. Rep. Tim Huelskamp, 1st Congres-
sional District, 126 Cannon House Office
Building, Washington D.C., 20575-1601.
(202-225-2715) E-mail address — https://

huelskamp.house.gov/contact-me/email-me

State Rep. Rick Billinger, Docking State
Office Building Rm 724, Topeka, KS 66612.
Phone (785) 296-7659, cell (785) 899-
4770, home (785) 899-5824. E-mail rick.
billinger@house .ks.gov.

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol
Building, Rm. 225-E, 300 SW 10th, Topeka.
Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail address
— ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us

Kansas Attorney General,301 S.W. 10th,
Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-1597 (785)
296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699 TTY: (785)
291-3767



