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Conservation Edition 2013
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Awards Luncheon: noon Monday, Feb. 11, Sherman County 4-H Building

Bankers Award: Jeff and Anita Henderson
Windbreak Award: Shad and Penny Sheldon
State Limerick - Second Place: Ryan Lalicker
State Limerick - Third Place: Ella Ihrig
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YOST FARM SUPPLY
785-899-6565 or 800-783-7343

725 Old US Highway 24, Goodland, KS 67735

See us for CrustBuster 
No-Till and Min-Till Drills

Congrats to all the Sherman County Conservation winners!CONSERVATION TREES 
SPRING PLANTING 

REMINDER

Deadline to order containerized Deciduous and 
Pine Trees is March 29th!

Deadline to order earth-attached Eastern Red 
Cedars is April 10th!

Sherman County Conservation District
210 West 10th, Suite 1, Goodland, Kan.  67735

Call Sandy at (785) 899-3070 ext 1335

By Sandy Rodgers
Sherman County Conservation District Manager

This year the Conservation District Board is planning a pro-
ducer appreciation luncheon in conjunction with their annual 
meeting. A meal prepared by Steve Evert and sponsored by The 
Sherman County Conservation District, Bankwest of Kansas, 
First National Bank of Goodland, Peoples State Bank, Western 
State Bank and Farm Credit Services of Western Kansas will 
start off the afternoon. A short business meeting and election 
will follow the meal.

The Kansas Banker’s Awards for Soil Conservation and 

Windbreak will be celebrated. The Sherman County Con-
servation District Board would like to congratulate Jeff and 
Anita Henderson and family and Shad and Penny Sheldon for 
being chosen to receive awards by the local Banker’s Award 
Committee.

We are fortunate to have Eric Banks, State Conservationist, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service as our speaker.

Our Conservation Education Programs remain as strong as 
ever. Conservation programs were given to third and fourth 
grades. A fifth grade tour was held in December and the fourth 
grade will also attend a hands on Kids’ Conservation Roundup 

in April. The students will be awarded their prizes at a special 
conservation day at Central School the last part of April.

Ryan Lalicker and Ella Ihrig received State Awards at the 
Kansas Association of Conservation Districts Convention held 
in Wichita in November. They will receive their awards at the 
Conservation Day to be held at Central Elementary School. 
Congratulations to both of them for a job well done.

We are looking forward to trying something new this year 
and invite you to plan to attend and enjoy the afternoon.

Farmers and ranchers invited to lunch, meeting

Conservation Saves the Day

There once was a man named Ray
Whose topsoil was washing away

He was so embarrassed
He had his fi eld terraced

Conservation had saved the day.

Ryan Lalicker
Sherman County, SECOND PLACE

State Limerick Competition

From Plowing to Spray

There was a farmer named Ray
Who went from plowing to spray

He saved money and fuel
The weeds didn’t rule

Now his farm is here to stay.

Ella Ihrig
Sherman County, THIRD PLACE

State Limerick Competition
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PROTECTING YOUR 
INVESTMENT

Talk to us today about your 
insurance needs.

Crop • Farm • Auto • Home

KansasLand Tire Co.

THE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTSTHE SERVICE EXPERTS

1402 Main, Goodland 
PHONE: 785-899-3689

For friendly sales and professional 
repair, come to us fi rst, or we’ll come 
to you. With superior selection and 

service as our goal, we work hard to 
get your tractor or farm implement’s 

wheels back on the right track.

Congrats to all Conservation participants!

1016 W. Highway 24, Goodland, KS • (785) 899-5454
www.wilkenstruck.com

 (785) 899-6500 or (800) 542-7333
6425 Road 14 • Goodland, Kan.

Congratulations to all 
Conservation winners!
NortherN SuN/ADM
“Your Oil Sunflower & Canola Buyer”

Eric B. Banks became the State 
Conservationist for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
Natural Resource 
Conservation Service 
in Kansas on June 
8, 2008. His office 
is located in Salina, 
Kansas. Banks, be-
fore accepting the 
position in Salina, 
served as the Con-
servation Service’s 
assistant state conser-
vationist for financial 
assistance programs 
in Phoenix, Ariz., 
where he was respon-
sible for the management of all Farm 
Bill programs.

Originally from Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
Banks graduated from Alcorn State 
University with a degree in agriculture 
economics. He brings a background 
of diverse experience to the Kansas 
natural resources conservation part-
nership. His experience in a variety 
of Conservation Service manage-

rial and technical positions includes 
acting National Grassland Reserve 

Program manager in 
Washington, D.C.; 
area conservationist 
in northeast Missouri; 
and resource conser-
vationist and district 
conservationist in In-
diana. He also held 
positions in South 
Carolina and Nebras-
ka. He began his ca-
reer with the agency 
as a student trainee in 
Wilber, Neb.

Banks has served 
on the Audit Reme-

diation Team to Improve Accounting 
and Controls and has served as:
• Acting Associate Deputy Chief 

for Management
• Representative  for Central Re-

gion Cultural Transformation
• Lead State Conservationist  on 

the Five-State Lesser Prairie Chicken 
Initiative (Kansas, Texas, New Mex-
ico, Oklahoma, and Colorado).

State conservationist
to speak at luncheon

Eric Banks

Local conservation practices

Terracing, the practice of breaking large slopes into smaller ones, are an important conservation 
practice. They help improve soil quality and water collection and runoff. They can even provide a 
nesting habitat for wildlife.                                                     Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News
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This is the Annual Report of the Sherman 
County Conservation District for the Calendar 
year of 2012.

The 2012 Annual Meeting was held Feb. 6, 
2012, at the VFW in Goodland. Mr. and Mrs. 
William Gattshall received the Banker’s Award 
and Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Musil were recipi-
ents of the Windbreak Award. Jim Strine was 
recipient of the Friend of Agriculture Award.

One hundred cooperators enjoyed the meal 
furnished by the district and local banks. 
Lonnie Whiteker introduced Fred Wedel 
who provided information on Conservation 
Reserve Program Burning. Lonnie Whiteker 
and Dean Graber were elected to the board by 
secret ballot

Plaques were presented at the 2012 Annual 
Meeting for the Poster, Limerick and Essay 
Contest. Sandy Rodgers, District Manager 
presented conservation programs prior to the 
contest. 

The Goodland Star-News published the An-
nual Soil Conservation Edition and continues 
to support the efforts of conservation in Sher-
man County

Sherman County Farmers continue to support 
conservation in Sherman County. All Compli-
ance plans are on schedule. Approximately 38 
new Conservation Reserve Program contracts 
are in place for approximately 39,029.8 acres. 
The State Water Resources Cost Share funded 
jobs for 2012 included tanks, livestock wells, 
pipelines and septic systems that were failing. 
There are 21 active Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program contracts, two Wetland 
Reserve Program contracts, 16 Conservation 
Security Program contracts and one Wildlife 
Habitat Incentives Program contract in Sher-
man County.

The Sherman County Conservation District 
continues a strong education and information 
program. A fairbooth was displayed in August. 
Sandy Rodgers, District Manager worked with 
fifth graders on the Poster, Limerick, Essay 
Contest. The 3rd through fourth Grades also 
participated in the Poster and Limerick Con-
test. Sandy gave programs in the classroom. In 
April the local fourth graders along with fourth 
graders from area counties met in Colby and 
attended the fifth annual “Conservation Kids 
Roundup” sponsored by the Northwest Kansas 

Conservation and Environmental Alliance. The 
Sherman County Conservation District Board 
supported the Western Prairie Resource Con-
servation and Development Council. The Dis-
trict Board awarded Garrett Geist and Sydney 
Winston graduating seniors in Sherman County 
a scholarship to their respective colleges.

The District offers grass seed, flags, trees, 
rabbit netting, and weed barrier for sale as a ser-
vice to area cooperators, as well as, providing 
additional funding for the District Programs.

Sherman County Conservation District paid 
dues to the National Association of Conser-
vation Districts, the Kansas Association of 
Conservation Districts, the KACD Auxiliary, 
Western Prairie Resource, Conservation and 
Development Council, and the Kansas Asso-
ciation of Conservation District’s Employees 
Organization.

The District works closely with their conser-
vation partners, including State and National 
legislators, Natural Resource Conservation 
Service, County Commissioners, K-State 
Extension, Wildlife and Parks, Farm Service 
Agency, Groundwater Management District 
No. 4, High Plains Roosters chapter of Pheas-
ants Forever, and many others to reach mutual 
conservation goals. Sandy Rodgers serves as 
the Conservation District’s representative to the 
Western Prairie Resource, Conservation and 
Development Council with Fred Hall serving 
as alternate. Sandy Rodgers is currently the 
President of the Western Prairie Resource, 
Conservation and Development Council. Greg 
Nemechek represents the Sherman County 
Commissioners and serves as Vice President. 
Greg Nemechek and Sandy Rodgers attended 
the State Resource, Conservation and Devel-

opment Council meeting held at Emporia in 
September and the meeting at Wichita in No-
vember. The meeting was held in conjunction 
with the Kansas Association of Conservation 
Districts Convention. Sandy Rodgers serves 
as Secretary of the State Resource, Conserva-
tion and Development Council Association. 
Greg Nemechek, Sandy Rodgers, Mary Volk, 
Janet Rumple, and Fred Hall serve on the lo-
cal advisory committee for Western Prairie 
Resource, Conservation and Development 
Council and Fred Wedel serves as an advisor 
to that group.

The Sherman County Conservation District 
Manager, Sandy Rodgers, continues to par-
ticipate in the Northwest Kansas Conserva-
tion and Environmental Alliance. This group 
consists of District Managers representing 
eight County Conservation Districts. Their 
objective is to search for funding through 
grants and foundations to enhance and ensure 
a quality environment for future generations 
in Northwest Kansas. The group is planning 
their 7thd Annual Conservation Roundup for 
4th graders in April and a Women’s Ag Confer-
ence in October 2013. Sandy was re-elected 
President of the group.

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Graber, Mr. and Mrs. 
Scott Jarrett, Mr. and Mrs Dennis Shank, Greg 
Nemechek, Fred Wedel and Sandy Rodgers 
attended the Kansas Association of Conserva-
tion Districts Convention held at Wichita in 
November. Ryan Lalicker was awarded 2nd 
Place for his Limerick at the State Conven-
tion in Wichita and Ella Ihrig 3rd place for her 
Limerick at the State Convention.

The District reviewed their long-range pro-
gram and also reviewed the memorandums of 
understanding with all cooperating agencies.

The Sherman County Conservation District’s 
objective is to promote locally led conservation 
and to assist landowners and operators apply 
conservation practices to the land with the tech-
nical assistance from the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. The Conservation Office 
is available for assistance to anyone needing 
help solving his or her conservation needs. 
The District Board meets the first Thursday 
after the first Tuesday of every month with the 
exception of July.

Conservation District puts out annual report for 2012

Congratulations to the Top 
Conservation District in Kansas!

John & Marcia Golden 

    Windbreak Award          Banker Award            Limerick Contest

1632 Main Avenue • Goodland, KS 67735 • (785) 890-3639 • www.scoular.com/goodland

Jeff and Anita 
Henderson

Shad and Penny 
Sheldon

2nd place: Ryan Lalicker
3rd place: Ella Ihrig

In 2012, 38 new Conservation Reserve Program contracts were put in place for about 
39,029 acres.                                           Photo by Pat Schiefen/The Goodland Star-News
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Stewards of the Land
Your productivity, 
efficiency and 
dedication to the 
business of farming 
and ranching have 
made American 
agriculture the 
envy of the world.

Farm Credit of Western Kansas salutes you and knows you will 
always be equal to the challenges of being the best in the world.

Farm Credit of Western Kansas, ACA
1190 S. Range, Colby, KS
1-800-657-6048
www.farmcreditkansas.com
See Jessica Vaughn VP of Credit
Mondays and Wednesdays at Vignery & Mason

Congratulations Conservation 
Award Winners

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 
CONSERVATION WINNERS!

SunOpta is committed to environ-
mental leadership. People. Land. 
Water. Air. These valuable resources 
should be nurtured and protected. 
We encourage your participation  in 
helping keep our world healthy. This 
world has to last for many genera-
tions to come and a great way to help 
make that happen is to conserve!

 1701 Industrial Loop  •  785-899-5607  •  800-742-9259

By Fred Wedel
District Conservationist

The annual meeting of the Sherman County Conser-
vation District will be Feb. 11, 2012. District Manager 
Sandy Rodgers, the Sherman County Conservation 
District Board of Supervisors and I look forward to 
seeing you the 11th. Producers are given recognition 
for a job well done.

As we look forward to the 2013 growing season, I 
will share some thoughts about Zero Tillage Cropping 
Systems, Soil Health (Soil Quality), Crop Rotations, 
and Cover Crops.

As we look forward to the 2013 growing season, 
we are facing one of the driest winters and springs 
in many, many years. The limited moisture received 
in 2012 and so far in 2013 means that farmers and 
ranchers will have to look “outside the box” for ways 
to wisely manage the moisture that does come.

Tillage always dries topsoil, destroys soil structure 
and reduces moisture infiltration rates. Crop residue 
always increases soil organic matter, reduces wind 
speed at the soil surface, reduces moisture evapora-
tion, minimizes runoff, reduces soil erosion and more 
importantly, is food for the soil micro-organisms. The 
soil is really a living breathing ecosystem that stores, 
transforms, and cycles nutrients through the soil. 
Remember, the air we breathe is 78 percent nitrogen. 
Cover crops that include legumes cycle this nitrogen 
into the living soil and make this nitrogen available 
for crop and forage production… and the nitrogen is 
free!

Unlock the Secrets in the SOIL
The Natural Resource Conservation Service recently 

launched a soil health awareness and education effort 
titled “Unlock the Secrets in the Soil.” The effort 
is supported by fact sheets; videos; web, radio, and 
social media announcements; and local field days. In 
addition, the service is making programmatic changes 
that will give farmers and ranchers more assistance in 
trying and implementing healthy soil methods on their 
own farms and ranches.

Soil health is achieved by disturbing the soil as little 
as possible, keeping it covered, growing as many dif-
ferent species of plants as practical and keeping living 
plants in the soil most of the year. Soil health practices 
such as no-till, cover crops, buffers, etc, keep the soil 
in place, which improves air and water quality, reduces 
flooding and enhances wildlife habitat.

Former Service Chief Dave White encourages 
producers to adopt conservation practices that are 
beneficial to their operations. “We understand that 
soils on farms and ranches vary a great deal across the 
County. Our job is to provide farmers and ranchers the 
very best information available to meet their unique 
needs and help their businesses thrive”.

For more information, see www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/
portal/nrcs/main/national/soils/health.

Producers are always welcome to stop at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Service Center for a visit 
about how to improve soil health, the life blood of 
American Agriculture.

Many ways to soil health Award winner

Sherman County Conservation District Manager Sandy Rodgers 
presented Kaitlen Thompson with an honorable mention award from 
the State Limerick Contest at last year’s Conservation Meeting. This 
year there are two state winners. 

Photo by Sheila Smith/The Goodland Star-News



By Pat Schiefen
pjschiefen@nwkansas.com

Jeff and Anita Henderson received the 
Banker’s Award this year. The couple were very 
surprised and honored when they found out.

The Hendersons utilize several soil conser-
vation methods including crop rotation, no till 
and strip tillage. They have a small farming op-
eration raising irrigate wheat and corn, dryland 
wheat and corn and a few acres of sunflowers. 
By being conservative in all aspects of the the 
farm they hope to get good production and 
maintain adequate ground cover to reduce the 
chance of wind erosion.

The biggest assets they said to their farm has 
been adding spraying capabilities. They bought 
their first sprayer in 2007. 

“This was a great improvement from the 
previous years of working the ground and los-
ing precious moisture. It also has made it easier 
to control weeds and protect the soil quality,” 
said Anita Henderson.

She said the sprayer allows a person to cover 
a lot of acres in a short time using less fuel and 
less tillage. The advancements in technology 
and equipment have enabled farmers to be able 
to produce more and be more efficient.

Jeff and Anita were both raised in Sherman 
County. He grew up on a farm four miles south 
of Ruleton.

“We have been greatly influenced through 

the years by very knowledgeable and out-
standing people of the community,” said the 
couple.

The couple were married in 1980. They 
moved to the country in 1988 and started farm-
ing in 1989. They also owned and ran Midwest 
Engine, an irrigation engine repair shop, for 
about 16 years. In 2000 they decided to farm 
full-time and Anita went back to work at the 
First National Bank.

“We’ve had a lot of great help over the years, 
from full-time and part-time, to those that help 
us through harvest. They have all been tremen-
dous help to us and we couldn’t have gotten it 
all done without them,” they said.

The couple has two sons, Tyler and Casey. 
Tyler graduated from Goodland High School 
in 2001 and Casey in 2008.

“They both have come back to help on the 
farm and each farm on their own as well,” said 
Anita. “Tyler’s wife Deanna is from Australia. 
Tyler met her there when he was racing with a 
drag racing team. They were married in 2010 
and live 10 miles south of Ruleton. They are 
expecting our first grandchild in May.

“A.J. Stephens is part of our family as well 
and has come back to help us on the farm. It’s 
great to see the young kids wanting to come 
back. Our desire is to help the next generation 
step in to take over the family farms. It’s tough 
to get started in farming with the prices what 

they are, but if we can help them somehow then 
maybe we can see more and more of the young 

people wanting to come back to live and raise 
their families here.”
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Nex-Tech Wireless is eligible to receive support from the Federal Universal Service Fund in designated areas. As a result, Nex-Tech Wireless must meet reasonable requests for service in these 
areas. Questions or complaints concerning service issues may be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.877-621-2600 www.nex-techwireless.com

The Best Customer Service
Superior Nationwide Coverage
Money-Saving Rate Plans
Great Selection of Phones

The Best Customer Service
Superior Nationwide Coverage
Money-Saving Rate Plans
Great Selection of Phones

S&T COMMUNICATIONS 
1318 MAIN « GOODLAND

785-890-7400

Sherman County natives win Banker’s Award

Jeff and Anita Henderson are this year’s winners of the Banker’s Award. They are Sher-
man County natives and farm full time. Anita also has a job at First National Bank.
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DINE IN • DELVERY • CARRY OUT
402 E. 17th St., Goodland, KS  • PHONE:  (785) 890-5988

214 E. 10th • P.O. Box  767
Goodland, Kan. 67735

(785) 890-6588
J. Ronald Vignery • Jeffery A. Mason

Adam C. Dees

Vignery & Mason L.L.C. Sherman County
Abstract Co., Inc.

J. Ronald Vignery – Jeffery A. Mason

214 E. 10th
P.O. Box 209

(785) 890-7507
Goodland, Kan. 67735

Title Insurance
Abstract • Closings

815 Center, Goodland 
Phone: (785) 899-2393

www.wsbks.com

“Achieving Goals by Building Relationships”“Achieving Goals by Building Relationships”

Dedicated to serving your agricultural lending needs!
Our loan offi cers are ready to work with you on agricultural 

operating, equipment, livestock and land loans!

Eklund’s First...Clients First
1617 Clark, Goodland, KS

1-866-291-9164
eklundins@eklundins.com

Roll Down Your Auto 
Insurance Rates

Call today for a free quote and see how 
much money you can save with us! We can 

also provide insurance options for 
homeowners, farm, renters and much more!

By Kevin Bottrell
kbottrell@nwkansas.com

Shad and Penny Sheldon, this year’s winner of the Windbreak 
Award, said that due to the drought, they’ve recently given up on 
flowerbeds to focus on trees.

The Sheldon’s have several windbreaks on their property, a 
few miles east of Goodland on U.S. 24. The winning tree stand 
was planted 16 years ago, Shad said, when the trees were about a 
foot and a half tall. The new, small trees survived just fine, Shad 
said, but they take a lot of water to maintain. The windbreak is 
flood irrigated.

This windbreak is a double, and in some places a triple, row of 
Austrian pine trees on the west side of the Sheldon’s house. Shad 
said he didn’t want to use cedar trees. He said they are common, 
but ugly, though they might be better for wildlife. As it is, the 
windbreak attracts plenty of wildlife, including deer, pheasants 
and wild turkeys. 

The main purpose of the windbreak, Shad said, was to stop the 
snow and wind from hitting the house.

“And catch the corn husks,” he said, only partially joking.
The break has worked, Penny said, effectively sheltering the 

house and back yard from the wind. It also has the secondary ef-
fect of dampening the noise from nearby I-70.

The couple bought 150 Austrian pines and had some left over 
when the planting was done. Shad said you plan to have enough 
to replace any that die, but in this particular windbreak, only one 
tree didn’t make it, having been blown over by in a hailstorm.

Penny said some of their other trees are just for looks while 
others are more functional. Some were moved in from their pre-
vious house.

Windbreak award
goes to Sheldons

Shad and Penny Sheldon posed in front of their windbreak at their house east of Goodland. The 16-year-old 
windbreak is made up of several rows of Austrian pine trees, and does a good job keeping wind, snow and 
highway noise away from the house.                                                      Photo by Kevin Bottrell/The Goodland Star-News
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L & W - Andrist Insurance Agency, LLC
         Linda & Walt Linthacum - Owners/Agents

  Brandi Meyer-Agent                                               Jill Zweygardt-agent

A Salute to Area Farmers

  It starts with pride. Pride in himself and the way 
he farms. The American farmer knows he can ex-
pect a season full of long hours and hard work. But 
he’s up to the challenge. In fact, he wouldn’t have 
it any other way. A good farmer is a good neighbor, 
too. Involved in his community and committed to 
the land. He’s a family man. Passing knowledge 
on to his children so they’ll be ready when it’s their 
turn to farm. A good farmer runs a tight opera-
tion. But his eyes are always open; looking for new 

ideas and tools that can make his business a little more 
efficient; a little more productive. He listens hard when 
other people talk farming. But mainly, he takes a long 
look at his own program and decides things for himself. 
Throwing out what didn’t work and sticking with the 
things that did. Upgrading his system until his goals 
are reached and then upgrading some more. He’s hard 
to please, but he’s fair. A good farmer, in short, is one of 
Americas greatest natural resources.

107 S. Quincy
P.O. Box 577

St. Francis, Kan. 67756
(785) 332-2121 • 888-629-4245

102 E. 8th (8th & Main)
P.O. Box 995

Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 890-5678• 800-892-4245

“Licensed in Kansas, Colorado and Nebraska”
Your “More than One Company” Insurance Agents

For Your Insurance Needs
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Helena Chemical Company
2220 Road 64 • Goodland, KS 67735 

785-899-7140

Helping America’s 
farmers conserve

Colby, Kan.
785-462-2224

Goodland, Kan.
785-890-2224

Hoxie, Kan.
785-675-2224

McDonald, Kan.
785-538-2224

Oakley, Kan.
785-672-4448

See us for all your lending needs.

Congrats Conservation winners!

By John E. Vavroch
Engineering Technician (Civil)

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Colby

In 2012, raising crops proved to be tough. 
After a good wheat harvest, the faucet dried 
up, and it has proven difficult to grow even 
a crop of weeds. Many producers have gone 
ahead and “dusted” in the wheat crop while 
praying for rain. Others waited, hoping for a 
little help from Mother Nature. Just as crops 
need moisture to grow strong roots and a sturdy 
base, terraces and other conservation practices 
also need adequate moisture during construc-
tion to stand the test of time.

Terrace ridges need a good solid base to 
ensure their longevity. This base cannot be 
achieved without adequate soil moisture to 
provide the soil compaction necessary to 
withstand heavy equipment. Imagine shovel-
ing a 1 to 1 1/2 ft high pile of flour. Stomp on 
it hard. Poof! It is almost gone! This is similar 
to what a tractor and heavy implement will do 
to a powdery terrace ridge. It will be squashed 

down to nothing in a short time.
The soil moisture content at the time of con-

struction should be such that, when kneaded 
in the hand, a ball will form which does not 
separate readily. A typical flat channel terrace 
requires a cut depth of only 0.4 to 0.6 ft to 
provide the earth fill necessary to construct 
the terrace ridge. During these extremely dry 
periods it is almost guaranteed that adequate 
soil moisture will not be available to build a 
good, solid-based terrace. While these drought 
conditions persist, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service recommends delaying 
the construction or rebuilding of terraces and 
similar practices until moisture conditions 
become more favorable.

To learn more about conservation practices, 
please contact your local Natural Resources 
Conservation Service office or conservation 
district office located at your local county U. 
S. Department of Agriculture Service Center. 
More information is also available on the Kan-
sas Web site at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov. Follow 
us on Twitter @NRCS_Kansas.

By Timothy R. Miller
Rangeland Management Specialist

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Manhattan

It is time to start thinking about planting na-
tive grasses. You can ask yourself this question: 
Do I have an area that the crops are just not be-
ing productive? Some pieces of land just should 
have never been taken out of native range.

This is the time to start thinking about plant-
ing areas of your property back into native 
range. A native range consists of a wide variety 
of species. Warm season grasses such as Indi-
angrass, big and little bluestem, switchgrass 
and sideoats grama. There can also be cool-
season grasses, legumes, and various wild-
flowers should be considered. Native range is 
quite diverse and can actually have as many 
as 500 species of plants. We cannot recreate a 
native rangeland but can restore many of the 
native plants.

The time for planting is coming up. If you 
want to plant native grasses you can start plant-
ing them December 1 and finish up May 15. 
The optimum time to plant native grasses is 
March 15 to May 15. You might ask yourself, 
“Why plant native grass?” Well, there are more 
reasons than just for grazing. Grasses them-
selves are great for conservation practices, but 
they can do even more than that. Consider what 
a native grass planting can create for you:

First, you will be restoring the native plant 
community. It will be low maintenance once 
the native range has been established. Warm-
season grasses are adapted to this area and 
require only good management to persist. No 
fertilizer inputs are needed.

Native range plantings provide quality 
forages for livestock during warm summer 
months. We can also adjust the native plant-
ing to meet your intended use. Many people 
believe tame pasture such as brome, fescue, 
and bermudagrass are more productive due to 
higher potential stocking rate. That might be 
true, but you must consider the fertilizer inputs 
needed on tame pasture.

These native grass areas are also beneficial 
to the local wildlife. Along with the grasses, 
you could put in some specific forbs that would 
enhance the wildlife even more. These areas 
would then provide food as well as cover for 
the wildlife. Before we even start planting, 
you can decide on what type of wildlife you 
really would like to see. Then you can plant to 
promote for the wildlife you wish to support 
and/or see.

Native grasses will also reduce erosion by 
water and wind and improve soil quality. You 
will not need to pay for those repairs on any 
of your waterways or terraces if you have 
native grasses planted in those unproductive 
croplands.

Conservation practices 
important during drought 

Controlled burns

Controlled burns are a necessary part of rangeland management and are required 
by the Conservation Reserve Program. Proper precautions must always be taken, 
especially during drought.                        Photo by Kevin Bottrell/The Goodland Star-News

Plan ahead for rangeland

   Ag Power Equipment Company
 124 W. Hwy. 24 • Goodland, Kan. • 785-899-3432

Congratulations to all Conservation winners!
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Proudly serving our area 
Farmers since 1914

www.frontieraginc.com

Goodland location
1202 W. Hwy. 24, Goodland, KS 67735

Ruleton location
1052 Hwy. 24, Goodland, KS 67735

Kanorado location
123 Railroad St., Kanorado, KS 67741 

    Windbreak Award               Banker Award                Limerick Contest
Jeff and Anita 

Henderson
Shad and Penny 

Sheldon
2nd place: Ryan Lalicker

3rd place: Ella Ihrig

Congratulations Conservation winners!

By Kelly J. Klausmeyer
Agricultural Engineer

Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
Hays

The extended drought across Kansas this year 
has cattle operations scrambling to find and secure 
water resources. Ponds and creeks across the state 
have been drying up and are being replaced with 
groundwater sources such as springs and wells. 
Windmills have been the traditional method for 
developing groundwater for many years now, but 
a relatively new technology is becoming more and 
more popular. That technology is solar.

Solar pumps come in many makes, models, 
and sizes. A typical solar pump installation will 
have three components: solar panels, an electronic 
pump controller, and the pump itself. It is impor-
tant that these components are compatible with 
each other. Most reputable solar pump suppliers 
provide the complete system that will work as 
intended.

Solar panels (also called Photovoltaic panels) 
harness the sun’s energy to create a voltage that 
can be used to operate the pump. Panels will 
produce at least some energy anytime the sun 
hits them. However, it is important to note that 
the solar panel will generate its peak energy rat-
ing only for part of the day. This peak sun energy 
is roughly six hours per day in the summer, but 
reduced to about four hours per day in the winter 
for northwest Kansas.

Also important is panel angle. Panels are typi-
cally set at an angle that matches the latitude of 
the location if intended to be used year-round. 
For summer use only, the panel should be set 15 
degrees flatter than the latitude; winter, 15 degrees 
steeper. This will ensure the panel receives the 
maximum amount of sunlight available for your 
location. Sun-tracking mechanisms are available 
but have not become popular mostly due to cost 
and maintenance concerns.

The panel mounting structure must be adequate 
to withstand all the environmental stresses that 
Kansas weather brings. Stands must be built 
heavy enough to withstand high winds. Panels and 
electrical components must be protected from the 
sun, ice, and snow. Panels must withstand hail, 
ice, and wind storms. Several panel suppliers war-
ranty their panels against hail damage. The use 
of an existing structure to mount a solar panel is 
not usually recommended. Panels can be heavy, 
and the load may be more than an old roof or 
windmill can withstand.

The pump comes in two basic types: diaphragm 
pumps and helical shaft pumps. Both types are 
submersible and normally run on DC power, but 
some helical pump systems can also be set up to 
run on AC. Several different pump voltages are 
available. The general rule of thumb is if the ar-
ray consists of four or more panels and they are 
located more than 50 feet from the pump, a higher 
voltage pump should be considered.

By Bradley J. Younker
Agricultural Engineer

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, LaCrosse

Do you have large gullies running 
through your field? Are you losing more 
and more of your rangeland or cropland to 
large headcuts working back up into your 
field? Have you wondered how you can 
solve these growing problems? Are these 
areas becoming a safety issue?

Grade stabilization structures are used 
to protect the soil from gully erosion or 
scouring. These structures can be a drop 
spillway, a small dam and basin with a 
pipe outlet, or a lined waterway protected 
by rock or turf reinforcement mat.

Grade stabilization structures can be 
used in all different types of situations. 
They can be used to take out a 2-foot 
drop or a 15-foot drop in the channel. 
Grade stabilization structures decrease 
the erosive water flow to where the exist-
ing channel is stable again. Headcuts can 
occur anywhere but are prevalent along 
creek and river banks where the channel 
is deeply incised. Drainage areas for the 

structures can also vary greatly from 20 
acres to 1000 plus acres.

Typically the most inexpensive cost 
alternative is to use a lined waterway cov-
ered with permanent Turf Reinforcement 
Mat. These is composed of permanent 
high strength polypropylene matting. 
Turf Reinforcement Mats on average are 
installed at a third of the cost of rock or 
concrete chutes.

The lined waterway or chute is shaped 
and seeded prior to the installation of the 
mats. The seed mix used is typically the 
same that is used in other waterway in-
stallations. Once grass is established, the 
mats can handle water flow velocities of 
25 feet per second.

For more information on grade stabili-
zation structures and turf reinforcement 
mat, please contact your local Natural 
Resources Conservation Service office or 
conservation district office located at your 
local county U. S. Department of Agri-
culture Service Center. More information 
is also available on the Kansas Web site 
at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov. Follow us on 
Twitter @NRCS_Kansas.

Grade stabilization 
can aleviate safety issues

Solar pumps ease burden
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Providing Your
CONSERVATION FARMING PRACTICES

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CONSERVATION AWARD WINNERS!

GOOD DEALS...AND A GOOD DEAL MORE!

AMERICAN IMPLEMENT

Junction of Hwy. 24 & K-27 • Goodland, Kan. • 785-890-7575
Junction of Hwy. 27 & 36, Wheeler, Kan. • (785) 332-2124

www.americanimplement.com

John Deere S680 Combine John Deere Drawn Planters John Deere 9410R 4WD  Tractor

John Deere 4940 Sprayer

Congratulations Conservation Winners!
Goodland Machine & Automotive, LLC

* Engine rebuilding, Irrigation and Performance
* New Digital Engine Balancer
* Water meters and cooling coils
* Auto repair for all make and models

419 E. 19th, Goodland   (785) 899-6628 or cell (785) 899-4710

Sprinkler Supply, LLC
“Your local Zimmatic Dealer-Strength to Grow on”

** Goodland office  
    419 E. 19th, Goodland    PHONE: (785) 899-3444
** Burlington, CO  
     46288 Highway 24
    Jeff Mangus, Sales   PHONE: (719) 346-8100 or cell (719) 349-1978

* Full line of sprinkler parts
* Service all makes and models of sprinklers
* Sukup Grain Bins and Buildings

By Toni M. Flax
Rangeland Management Specialist 

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Hill City

One of the inherent issues of drought con-
ditions is that it also increases our chances 
for wildfires. Whether it is a lighting strike, 
someone throwing out a cigarette, or driv-
ing a vehicle across the dry grass, a person’s 
worst nightmare can quickly become reality. 
This leaves them to ask the question, “What 
now?”

Timing is everything. If the wildfire happens 
in the late spring, more than likely the grass will 
suffer few ill effects. The ground will warm 
up quickly, and the grasses will start growing, 
covering the ground, and not allowing for 
long periods of bare soil that will blow. The 
wildfires during drought that are of the most 
concern are the ones that happen during the 
late summer, fall, and winter months. Not only 
does this allow for the soil to blow, it weakens 
the plants themselves. By the end of July, 85 
percent of the growing season has occurred in 
the mixed-grass prairie of Kansas. Thus, a fire 
that happens after the first of August leaves 
only 15 percent of the growing season for the 
plant to produce new leaves, go to the repro-
ductive state, build roots, and store reserves 
for it through the winter so it can start growing 
next spring. In a drought, those processes are 
already slowed, and the plant is hurting. A fire 

will just further weaken the plant, because it 
will have to go through that whole growing 
process with little time for it to build up a root 

reserve. Thus, the plant will be weak in the next 
spring when it comes out of dormancy.

So the question then becomes, “What do I do 

next year for grass to graze?” The big concern 
is that cattle will graze the burned area harder 
and tend to camp out on those sites following 
a burn, overgrazing them, and undergraze other 
parts of the pasture.

To come up with an answer, the producer 
needs to consider the size of the field and how 
much was burned and then think about the 
following options:

Option 1 – Fence out the burned area and 
graze it separately.

Option 2 – Burn off the rest of the field 
with a prescribed burn when the conditions 
are right.

Option 3 – Rest the pasture a year, but a 
producer may still find differences in the forage 
remaining after a year of rest―differences that 
grazing livestock could exploit.

The most important thing to keep in mind is 
that the area has changed and management of 
that area will have to change as well. There is 
no cookie-cutter answer because everyone’s 
place and management are different.

However, if you find yourself in this predica-
ment, and you have questions or would like 
help formulating a range management plan that 
will work for your situation, contact your local 
Natural Resources Conservation Service office 
or conservation district office located at your 
local county USDA Service Center.

Drought conservation can increase fire danger

Sherman County had its share of grass fires in 2012. These fires can be tough on 
ranchers, who can lose that ground for grazing. There are several options that can be 
used to deal with fire-damaged areas.
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Monday, Feb. 11th 
12 p.m. MT @ 4-H Building

Sherman County Fairgrounds 
Everyone Welcome!

Truck & Tractor Repair, LLC

30 Year Experience 
With Cat, Cummins, & 

Detroit. Full Line 
of Truck Parts 
& Accessories

Quality Truck Repair & Maintenance • PHONE: (785)-899-2401

714 E. Hwy. 24, Goodland
Planting trees

Conservation can be as simple as just planting trees. This tree was planted at a 
Goodland park on Arbor Day last year.    Photo by Kevin Bottrell/The Goodland Star-News

Congratulations to all 
Conservation participants!

We appreciate everything 
you do, and your hard 

work does not go 
unnoticed. 

1205 Main Avenue, Goodland, KS
Phone: (785) 899-2338

www.nwkansas.com


