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from our viewpoint...

Moisture needed
to have fun in 2004

Thenew year seemsto bewarming up, showing prospectsof a
funtimein northwest Kansas.

Thereis plenty of evidence the economy is moving forward,
but therewill beareal celebrationif Mother Naturebreaksloose
with somemoisture.

The arrival of more equipment for Aircraft Seal and Gasket
Corp. movestheplant closer to hiring workersand beginning to
make seals and gaskets. It will be agreat day in February when
the state officials can come and | ead the opening cel ebration.

Withthe new year comesrenewed hopethat Pioneer Park will
finally moveforward, andtheareaaround theVan Gogh sunflower
replica can be landscaped to make it more photographic. This
project isessential toimproving the main entranceto our city.

Itisfunto seethefirst lapel pinswhichwill represent the city
and promotethebig painting, alandmark which hasbeenreceiv-
ing national attention. No matter what people think about the
painting, it's here and we need to take advantage of it asanother
way to draw peopleto our town and to give them something to
remember about their visit.

Thereareother good plansunderway for thisyear, anditisearly
enoughtobelievethey will all besuccessful and hel pour economy
moveforward.

Cloudsonthe horizonincludethemad cow scare, but it seems
the beef industry will be ableto weather this. Cattlemen did not
waitforitto happen, but took stepsto protect our herds. Timewill
tell if theseeffortswereenough, but at |east they areabeginning.

The continued wars against terrorism and drugswill no doubt
grabour attentionduringtheyear aseventsarisein|rag, Afghani-
stan and evenin our own county. These struggles are unending.
They represent thingswhich haveexisted nearly sincethebegin-
ning of time, and despite all effortsthere are asmall percentage
of peoplewho follow the path to self destruction. They not only
hurt themsel ves, but their actionsare costly to therest of society.

Our young peopleservinginthemilitary haveour prayersthat
they return safely, and that the nation will show them the respect
and support their sacrificedeserves. Therearegood thingsgoing
onin lrag, especialy with the capture of Saddam Hussein, and
thereishopethelraqi citizensaretrying to forge anew national
unity and direction with our help.

Itwouldbewonderful if theother fugitive— OssamabinLaden
— could be cornered and captured to take another leader out of
theterror campaigns. Thereisnot doubt many peopleareout | ook-
ing for thiselusive man.

Funisarelativeidea, but even thoughweneed moisture, there
are enough good things happening and coming to make us ook
forward to agood year. — Tom Betz
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WITH STATISTICS
LIKE 7447
TLL NEED A DRINK
TO STEADY MY
NERVES BEHIND
THE WHEEL.
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| love to read, now | Ilsten as | drive

| lovetoread.

| havedozensof paperbacksready andwait-
ingtobereadthat | will probably not gettothis
year or next.

In my younger days, | liked sciencefiction.
| had afriend with a collection of Edgar Rice
Burroughs Mars and Venus books. Now old
Edgar isrenownedfor hisTarzanbooks, but he
wasal sointo sciencefiction. Hewrotedozens
of booksabout thepeoplewholiveonMarsand
Venusand their adventures.

| was probably 9 or 10 when | was borrow-
ing these books. The boy | was getting them
fromwasonly ayear or so older than me. Our
fathers had been childhood buddies and our
parentswent todinner and dancestogether. The
boy, Rick, and | weren't exactly pals, but we
had a common bond, alove of reading and a
tastefor sciencefiction.

Rick wasalargeboy and eventualy played
lineman on his high school football team, but
in grade school and junior high there was no
football in those days, so he got alot of teas-
ing.

Someone teased him about liking girls and
having a girlfriend because | was over a his
house so much.

Hereplied he didn’t like girls and that the
person over at his house was just Cynthia. |

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

likedthat answer becausehewasjust Rick, the
guy with all the great books.

After flings with romances and westerns, |
went back to science fiction and read mostly
that well into college. About thetimel gradu-
ated and got married, | discovered fantasy. |
collected alot of “The Sword and the Sorcer-
ess’ books and became a fan of Mercedes
Lackey and other fantasy writers.

Then somewhere along the way, | started
reading mysteries, specifically historical mys-
teries or mysteries set in interesting places,
such asthe Southwest.

Now | read tales of medieval England by
Margaret Frazer, Kate Sedley and EllisPeters,
Peter Tremayne's books of ancient Ireland,
Laren Haney’s and Lynda Robinson’s books
of ancient Egypt and, of course, Tony Hil-
lerman’sNavajo novels.

But lately it has taken me forever to get
throughabook. | startedreading” TheGolden
One” by Elizabeth Petersin August and just

finished it last week. By the time | was done
withthebook I hadforgottenwhat thefirst part
wasall about.

My problem — commuting.

I loveworkinginNorton. It’saniceplacefull
of great people, asareall the other towns|’ ve
worked in, including Oberlin, Colby, Good-
landand St. Francis. Still, the35-minutedrive
towork and another one home again eatsinto
my sparetime. By thetime| get home and fix
supper and Steve getsin from his 90-minute
drivefromGoodland, it’susually after 10p.m.
Wetry totakeawalk and then sort of collapse.

Sincel don’t get much chancetoread, I've
beendoingtwothings. First, |’ mspendingthe
time | have reading newspapers. Thisis my
way of keeping up with what’s happening
around here and in the world, since | don't
watch television.

The second thing isamarvelous invention
called books on tape. | listen to abook while
driving. The libraries have been expanding
their audio books over the last few years, and
I’mworking my way through them.

If you passmy houseabout 9 p.m. somenight
and see mesitting motionlessin my car inthe
driveway, there'snothingwrong. I’ mjust try-
ing to find out who-done-it because my drive
ended beforethe story did.

We need a high school baseball program

TotheEditor:

Theneedfor abaseball programat Goodland
High School isapparent. Yes, wehaveAmeri-
can Legion, K- 18 and the newly organized
spring ball, but ageneral consensusof thestu-
dents, business people and townspeopl e of
Goodland shows an interest in high school
baseball.

Thereare64 Class4-A highschoolsinKan-
sas, 60 of whichhavebaseball. Goodlandisone
of the remaining four that does not! It isthe
responsibility of theGoodland School Distirct
to effectively accommodatetheathleticinter-
ests and abilities of students of both sexesto
the extent necessary to provide equal athletic
opportunity.

Interest in a baseball team was shown in
January 2002 at a school board meeting —
whereit wastabled and no further action was
taken. Itwill beshown againat thenext school
board meeting on Monday, and all young men
who are interested in playing ball and their
parentsare encouraged to attend.

Theahilitiesof theplayersareevident. Last
season, the American Legion team had their
best year ever, placing second in the regional
playoffs. They lost to the Colby team, which
consisted of sanctioned high school and com-
munity collegeplayers.

Thenewly formed* Outlaws” went 11-3last
spring. Not bad for anon-sanctionedteamthat
would play anyonewhowould play them. The
dedication of theteams, coaches, parentsand
general manager was obvious, aswasthe ex-
hilaration of the boys just being on the play-
ingfield. The support of thelocal community
was apparent in the generous donations from

from our
readers

® to the editor

businessesandindividual swho contributedto
thedevel opment of theseoutstanding basebal |
players.

The numbers speak for themselves. There
areenough young menwantingto play ball to
sustain aviable team, and the competition is
available. Baseball isAmerica sgame, aswell
as alifelesson that instills teamwork, disci-
pline, comraderie and good sportsmanship It
istimefor Goodlandto stopwaiting, comeinto
the 21st century and PLAY BALL!

Peggy Alander
Goodland

Tothe Editor:

I’'mwritingthislettertoask for support from
our community.

Last spring, | managed abaseball clubteam
calledtheOutlaws, agroup of highschool stu-
dentswho wanted to play baseball. They had
a successful year, finishing the season 11-3.
Theteam played by KansasHigh School Ath-
| eticAssociation rulesand represented Good-
landandtheir school well.AtEllis, theumpires
told us we had the best-disciplined and well-
mannered team they had seen.

Theproblemis, becausewearenot affiliated
with the high school, we cannot play in Colo-
rado, we cannot play varsity teams (it counts

against them for games played), and we can-
not play in any state tournaments (such as
league, regional, or state). We would like to
have baseball in our high school.

After only three years of softball, theteam
went to state. These young ladies had an out-
standingyear! Threeof themwereofferedcol-
lege scholarships. The baseball team would
likethesameopportunity. Youdon’t get schol -
arshipsif youcan'tplay at avarsity level.

You might ask, why another sport? Getting
studentsinvol ved promotesbetter attendance,
better grades, and fewer discipline problems.

You might say our school isfor educating,
not for sports. | believe our teachersdo an ex-
cellentjob of teaching! But school asawhole,
meaning academics, band, vocal, clubs, and
sports, produces awell-rounded student, one
who can copewith everyday adversities.

Did you know sports are the only activity
that requires a student to maintain passing
grades and good attendance?

How couldweaffordanother sport?Didyou
know that sportsarelessthan 1 percent of the
entire school budget? Each student isvalued
at $5,000. Let’'swork to keep what we have,
here.

So I’'m asking for the community’shelp. It
doesn’t matter that you may not haveastudent.
What mattersarethat you care. Pleasecontact
a school board member and voice your sup-
port. Our basebal | program needsto beahigh
school activity.

Liz West, manager of the Outlaws

Goodland
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