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Today
* Sunset, 4:39 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:07 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:40 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 28 degrees
* Humidity 69 percent
« Sky cloudy - light snow
* Winds Northeast 8mph
+ Barometer 30.38 inches

and rising

* Record High 68° (1965)
* Record Low -13°(1974)

Last 24 Hours*
High 22°
Low -3°
Precipitation Trace

N.W. Kansas Forecast
Tonight: Partly cloudy, not as
cool, low around 13, south winds
5-10 mph. Wednesday: Mostly
cloudy, warmer, highs mid 40s,
south winds 10-15 mph.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday night and Thurs-
day: Partly cloudy, highs lower
50s, lows around 19. Thursday
night: Mostly cloudy, lows around
20. Friday and Friday night: Partly
cloudy, highs mid 50s, lows in
lower 20s. Saturday: Mostly
cloudy, highs in upper 40s, lows
around 19.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.74 bushel
New crop — $3.46 bushel
Posted county price — $3.81
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn— $2.42 bushel
Posted county price — $2.31
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.26 bushel
Soybeans — $7.35 bushel
Posted county price — $7.39
Millet — $5.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11.35 cwt.
Posted county price — $11.23
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
NuSun—$11.60
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Mustangs
are champs

Darrick lhrig looked for the
open man during the Mus-
tangs’47-16 win over Colby
Dec. 18 in the champion-
ship game of the Northwest
Kansas League Tourna-
ment. See story and photo
on Page 10.

Husban

Murder charges were filed in Sherman
County District Court late last Monday
against Lanny Bevington, 33,intheshooting
death of hiswifeKerrie early last Sunday.

Sherman County Sheriff Doug Whitson
said Bevington was
charged with first-
degree murder after
an investigation by
the KBI and sheriff
deputies which an |
autopsy in Topeka
last Monday. .

Bevingtonisbeing
held on $1 million |&
bond, andhisfirstap-
pearance in district
court was Wednes-
day, when an attor-
ney was appointed to represent him and the
judge continued thebond.

CalvinWilliams, aColby lawyer, was ap-
pointed to represent Bevington. A prelimi-
nary hearing was scheduled for 9 am. on
Thursday.

Bevington was brought over to the court-
houseby sheriff’ sdeputiesand ajailer at 9:30
am.. Hekept hishead downontheway inand
covered hisfacewith papersontheway back
tothe Badtilleto avoid being photographed.
When heentered thecourtroom, hewasgiven
paperwork tofill out about hisfinancial situ-
ation to determine eligibility for acourt-ap-
pointed attorney.

CountyAttorney Bonnie Selby waspresent
to represent the people. Once Judge Tom
Carroll from Atwood arrived, it took about
eight minutes for the chargesto beread and
for Bevington to beread hisrights.

Bevington could enter apleaat thehearing
on Thursday, but the hearing can bewaived.

Thejudgesaid Bevingtonisbeingcharged
withfirst-degreemurder, which canresultin
asentenceof lifein prisonwithout parole, and
a$500,000fine. Thejudgetold Bevingtonhe
wasappointing Williamsbased on theinfor-
mationhehad provided, but that hecoul dlater
bechargedfor costsbased onthefinancial af -
fidavit.

Bevington said he was working for Bow-
man Farming, run by David Bowman of
Brewster.

The judge advised Bevington that if he
plead no contest or guilty to the charges, he
would only be able to appeal the sentence

Kerrie Bevington

charged with murder
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Detention Officer Barb Disney led Lanny Bevington into the Smith. Bevingtonis charged with murder inthe death of his wife,

county courthouse Wednesday followed by Deputy Terry T.  Kerrie, on Sunday, Dec. 29. Photo by Greg Stover/Goodland Star-News

imposed by the court.

KerrieBevington, who hasworkedfor the
Kit Carson County clerk’sofficefor thepast
fiveyears, wasfoundsittinginapickupat the
Bevingtonhomeabout 7 a.m. Sunday by her
father, TomAschenbrenner, theBrewster fire
chief.

The couplehad attended awedding dance
in Colby Saturday night and left the party
about 2:30am., friends said.

In Lanny Bevington'sinitial statement to
the sheriff’s office on Sunday, he said he ac-
cidentally shot hiswifewhiletryingtoremove
agun fromthe pickup shewassitting in.

Whitson said the KBI was called in when
answers to some of the questions asked of

Lanny Bevington did not match theacciden-
tal shooting hefirst described.

Aschenbrenner went to the Bevington
homeafter talkingtoL anny onthephone, and
whenhearrived, heaskedwhereKerriewas.
Hewastold shewasinthepickup. Hewalked
tothepickup andfound her with an apparent
shotgun wound to the head. He then called
county dispatch to report the shooting.

Sherman County Sheriff’sDeputy Burton
Pianalto wasthe first officer to arrive at the
scene.

A search warrant wasissued on Sunday af-
ternoonfor theK Bl to examinethescene. The
timeof deathwasestimated tobebetween3and
4a.m. on Sunday after the autopsy in Topeka.

The couple shomeis 3 1/2 miles south of
Brewster on County Road 37 in Sherman
County.

Previously Kerrie Bevington had been
married to Mike Peterson of Burlington,
Colo., and hastwo children, daughter Taylor
Paige Peterson, 6, and son Michael Austin
Peterson, 2, livedwiththeir mother, but were
with their father at thetime.

Shewashborn July 25, 1976, in Goodland,
andgraduated from Brewster High School in
1994.

Shehadlived north of Burlingtonuntil Au-
gust, whenshemarried Bevingtonand moved
tothe Brewster area.

Funeral serviceswere held on Monday.

County reviews snow, drug, alcohol policy

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County commissioners
discussed policies on closing the
courthouseinbadweather anddrug
and alcohol abuse by employees at
their final meeting of the year
Wednesday.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
asked commissioners about updat-
ing the county policy coveringem-
ployees who are cited for driving
under theinfluence, and al so asked
about thepolicy for whenthecourt-
house is closed because of bad
weather.

Selby said the statewide county
insurance consortium has sent an
updatefor thepolicy ondrunk driv-
ing and she wanted to know if the
commissioners wanted it added to
thecounty employeemanual asitis.

Thecommissionerssaiditshould
be reviewed by acommittee of su-
pervisorsincluding Curt Way, pub-
lic works manager; Janet Rumpel,
the county clerk; and Sheriff Doug
Whitson.

They noted the update does not
provide for any second chance for
acohol violations, whilethecurrent
county policy has a provision for
giving employeesasecond chance.

Whitson said the state has differ-
ent rulesfor driverswho hold com-
mercial licenses, and if they arear-
rested for drunk driving, they will
loseit. Selby saidthestateistheone
who decides when a person loses
their license, not the county.

Currently if an employeeis con-
victed and loses their license, they
canbeterminated. Selby saidgiving
the employee a second chance
would probably not work with the
road and bridge department, where
the employees who operate the
heavy equipment are required to
haveacommercial license

The commissioners asked Selby
to work with Way, Rumpel and
Whitson to review thepolicies.

Selby asked about the county’s
snow closing policy. Shesaid when
the county courthouse was closed
during the blizzard conditions on

Dec. 15, employees were told they
couldgohomebut they wouldnot be
paid unlessthey took vacationtime.

Shesaidit seemedtoher that was
not equitable if the closure was an
official action.

Rasure and Thomas said the
policy wasfair because, even with
closing the courthouse, there are
departmentsthat havetowork such
as road and bridge, the sheriff and
dispatch.

“1 think you haveto look at each
department asunique,” Selby said.
“1 know several other countieswho
have changed their policieson this
issue. | don'tthink itisequitableto
makethem use avacation day.”

Tiedesaidheoriginally felt Selby
wasright, but after talking to other
county people, hechangedhismind
and did not think the policy should
be changed.

“We have had it both ways,”
Rumpel said. “We have been
through this, and when the county
paid for those hours, the question
was raised about what happens to

thosewho havetowork. Dothey get
extrapay?’
Rasuresaidhefeltitwasbetter not
to pay for snow days, especially
sincethere had been just theonein
thelastfiveor six years. Thomasand
Tiede agreed.
“lwill sharetheother county poli-
ciesonthiswithyou,” Selby said.
The commissioners went into
closed sessionwith Selby and Whit-
son for 15 minutes to discuss the
murder casependingindistrict court.
Selby presented a letter for the
commissionersto signwhich deals
withwhoisfinancialy responsible
for the hospital. She said she had
talked to Administrator Jay Jolly,
andthat theletter basically saysthat
the county is not responsible be-
causethehospital hasitsownboard
and isan independent operation.
The letter says that while the
county holdsanownershipinterest,
theninemember board hasmanage-
ment control and exclusive control
of the spending of all hospital
money. Rasure signed the letter,

whichwill begivento Jolly.

Selby said thisis part of the pro-
cessthehospital isgoing throughtc
becomeacritical carefacility.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

*Approvedacontract withDevel -
opmental Servicesfor theyear. The
county provided $40,000 to help
Sherman County residents.

« Approvedacopier maintenance
agreement with Office Works of
Colby toservicetheSavincopierin
the clerk’soffice at acost of $560.

» Approved amotion to dissolve
the sewer district at the Northern
Sun plant in Caruso. The sewer la-
goons are being turned over tc
ADM, which owns Northern Sun,
and they have applied for a state
permit to operate them.

« Approved appointment of Joan
Walker, LindaChaffinandMelanie
Daiseto the Good Samaritan advi-
sory board. Thisleavesoneposition
open because of the resignation of
Pastor Bud Chester whorretired and
moved to Fairview.

Special Van Gogh/Goodland pins to go on sale soon

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The80-foot easel withthe24x32
foot reproduction of aVan Gogh
sunflower painting was erected in
April 2001, but that is where the
project seemed to stop.

Now, the Sherman County Con-
ventionandVisitorsBureau hasde-
veloped the first promotional item
— agpecial color lapel pin — that
will beavailablefor saleinthenext
week or two.

TheVan Gogh sunflower replica
was painted by Canadian artist
Cameron Cross as part of aproject
to highlight theimportance of sun-
flowers in Sherman County and
around theworld.

Sunflowers USA, alocal non-
profit group, raised money for the
painting and the 80-foot easel that
standsfacing-70 oneast of Cherry

Ave, andnorth of BusinessU.S. 24.

Donna Price, executive director
of the visitors bureau, and Dale
Neill, president of the board, dis-
played the first of the new pinsin
their officelast Monday. They said
they wereworking out detailsto be
able to begin selling them this
month.

Thepinshaveareplicaof theVan
Gogh painting ontheeasel withthe
words Goodland, Kansas, on the
bottom. There is a blue sky back-
ground andthepinisedgedingold.
The outline seems to resemble a
largecloud.

Price and Neill said they have
been working with both the Sun-
flowersUSA peopleand Crosstoget
permission to sell the pin and other
Van Gogh productsin thefuture.

“We felt like this needed to be
done,” Neill said. “We discussed it

atthelast board
meeting and
wemadeanex-
ecutive deci-
sion to go a-
head with the
pins.”

Neill hopes
businesseswill
wanttosell the
pins to help
promote the
painting and
Goodland.

“Assoon as
wegetasigned
contract either
with the Sun-

— |

flowers USA
group or
Cross,” hesaid, “wewill belooking
to sell these at awholesale priceto
any local businesswhowantstosell

New Goodland/Van Gogh pin will be on sale soon.

them.
“Thepaintingishereandweneed
to take advantage of it, especially

with therecent appearance ontele-
vision.”

Pete Whalen, president of Sun-
flowers USA, said Monday his
group isworking on acontract anc
hoped to haveit completed today.

Artist Cross said the filming is
donefor aBritish Broadcasting Co.
production, “The Private Life of &
Masterpiece— Van Gogh.”

“The producers told me it will
take four months to edit,” he said,
“anditwill debut internationally in
April or May.

“l amcurrently theart consultant
for a major school district in
Winnipeg, so | divide my time be-
tween both jobs (Van Gogh Easel
and Consulting).

“Thingsareprogressingwel | with
the easels, and | should be hearing
back from other sites soon.”



