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City gets money to light crosswind runway

By Tom Betz

letter had come in that day, and required

The Goodland Star-News

Goodland's Renner Field will get lights
onthecrosswind runway under a$170,000
grant from the Kansas Department of
Transportation aviation division, and last
week, the commission approvedthecity’s

portion of the project.

City Manager RonPickmansaidat aCity
Commissionmeeting Dec. 15that thegrant

thecity.

Hospital OK’s
profit in budget

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

TheGoodland Regional Medical
Center board approved a2004 bud-
get with a proposed $288,000 net
income at its December meeting.

TheboardreviewedNovember’s
financial reports and approved an
asset transfer agreement to merge
Rural Health Ventures.

Chief Financial Officer Jim
Precht presented aproj ected budget
to the board, showing total operat-
ing revenue for next year of
$9,041,000; revenuedeductionsof
$4,543,000; operating expenses of
$9,240,000; a $94,000 loss from
operations; and $288,000in netin-
come after county tax support is
added back in.

Precht said he was conservative
on some projections to allow for
changing circumstances. One fig-
ure he said might be low was the
estimate of tax collections by the
county of $375,000for theyear. He
said hewasallowing for the possi-
bility that somepeoplewouldn’t be
ableto pay their property taxes.

Althoughthehospital’sacutepa
tient censushasdropped 30 percent
in 2000-03, Precht said, nursing
administration projected a 19 per-
cent increase for 2004, a patient
volumecomparabletothatin 1999,
2000 and 2001.

The patient volumes for those
years were 884, 879 and 820, re-
spectively. The projected patient
volumefor 2004is893. Thepatient
volumein 2002 was 685, and hos-
pital official shaveestimatedfinish-
ing 2003 with 751 patients for the
year.

Precht attributed the drop in pa-
tients to changes in the medical
staff. Hesaidthecurrent staff of five
family physicians and three nurse
practitionerswill provide stability
andlikely increasereferrals.

Theproposed budget anticipates
that thehospital will becomeacriti-
cal access hospital and have ahos-
pital-based rural health clinic be-
ginning March 1, Precht said, and
that the hospital will thus see im-
proved Medicare reimbursement.

Thebudget reflectsreductionsof
the equivalent of 2.35 full-time
employees, Precht said, between
theinsurance office, admitting and
information systems. The hospital
does not plan to lay anyone off,
Administrator Jay Jolly said, but
will continue to reorganize. When
some employees |eave, he said,
their duties will be absorbed into
other positions.

Thereisaprojected net increase
for nursing administration of .39
full-time equivalents, Precht said,
andal5 percentincreaseinnursing
hours per patient day. The rest of
hospital departmentswill remainat
current staffing levels, hesaid, and
noraiseshavebeenfactoredintothe

Machinery
arrives here

A thirdload of equipmentarrived
last Monday at theAircraft Seal and
Gasket plant, and afinal shipment
isexpected by Friday.

Plant Manager Chuck L utters
said they are beginning to get the
plant arranged and get somefurni-
turein place.

Company President Herb Me-
nold wasin Goodland on Tuesday.
He said he thinks when the next
truck arrives, the basic equipment
will al bein placetobeginthesetup
and manufacturing process.

“We are shooting for a Feb. 19
ribbon cutting,” Menoldsaid. “ The
governor and lieutenant governor
are planning to be here.”

Asked about asignfor thebuild-
ing, hesaid theartwork isdoneand
heexpectsto haveit ready to put up
inafew weeks.

“Wedon't have aladder to put it
upwith,” Lutterssaid.

budget.

Whether or not raises will be
given, Jolly said, may dependonthe
hospital’sfinancia performance. If
raisesaretobegiventhatwouldsig-
nificantly change the budget, he
said, thebudget canberevised or if
the hospital is saving money else-
where, raisesmay not require such
arevision.

Theprojected positivecash flow
should cover the hospital’s finan-
cial obligations, Precht said, and
allow for equipment purchases.

Inaproposed capital budget, the
financial officer listed possible
equipment purchases for 2004-06
aongwithestimated costs. Possible
purchases include office equip-
ment, especially copy machines;
kitchen equipment; radiology
equipment; medical equipment;
and repairs on the hospital’s air-
plane.

Precht said with the amount of
money likely tobespent onaircraft
repairs in the next three years, the
board may want to consider trading
theplanerather thanrepairing. The
hospital’sboard opted not to adopt
theproposed capital budget withthe
2004 budget.

Many of thehospital’scopiersare
overduetobereplaced, Precht said.
One got so hot it nearly caught on
fire. The paper was as brown as it
couldget, hesaid, without catching
onfire. Another chews up paper.

Inreviewing November’sfinan-
cials, Precht said heisstill playing
catch-up with paying the billsand
with the fund for employee health
care.

“1’m trying to get things caught
up,” he said, “so you have an idea
how muchwe oweeach monthand
to whom, none of thisout of sight,
out of mind stuff.”

Precht said he has explained to
employeesthat with alack of cash
flow, the hospital had to make
choices about what to pay and that
heisworkingto catch uptheir ben-
efits.

Thefact that thepayroll waspaid
on time, every time, meant some-
thing, he said.

Board member Larry McCants
pointed out that “for the first time
in ages” the hospital had over
$400,000 in cash in November,
with $467,193 in cash and invest-
ments. The hospital had $356,646
incashin October and $206,933in
September, and cash dipped below
$100,000in June.

The hospital had a net loss of
$12,595for November and hasanet
losssofar for theyear of $675,565,
including $7,724,974 in deprecia-
tion.

The board approved an asset
transfer agreement for Rural Health
Ventures, including the Sharon
Springs clinic. The agreement in-
cludedthreepossiblenamesfor the
clinic when merged: Goodland
Family Health Center, Goodland
Family Practice Center and Good-
land Family Medical Center.

action by the commission before the next
meeting. He asked the commission to
amend the agendato add theitem.
Pickmansaidtheproject will install new
lighting for the crosswind runway paidfor
75 percent by the state and 25 percent by

Thetotal costis$! 70,000,
payingamaximumof $127,500andthecity

$42,500.

withthestate city.

City Commissioner Chuck L utters said
thisisagreat upgrade for the airport, and
that having lights on the crosswind would
beatremendousimprovement.

Commissioner Dave Daniels said he
thought it was avaluable project, and that
theairport wasimportant tothefutureof the

Commissioner Dean Blume agreed.

“Weneedtokeep upgradingour airport,”

Blumesaid.

Mayor Rick Billinger asked if the city
had the match money in the budget, and
Pickman said that there was money set
asidefor theairport.

“We tried to do thisthrough the federal
program when we got the new lights this
year onthemain runway,” hesaid. “How-
ever, we were unable to get that done be-

cause there were no existing lights on the

crosswind runway.

“ With this grant from the state, we will
be able to qualify for any future federal
grantsfor that runway.”

Thecommission unanimously approved
thegrant and told the mayor to sign the pa-
pers to be sent to the state to accept the
money.

Rollover northwest of Goodland injures four

Emergency medical technicians loaded the driver and passen-
gersfromagold Ford Windstar into an ambulance Friday morn-
ing. The Sherman County Sheriff's Department said the driver,
Barbara J. Fromholtz, 44, of St. Francis, was southbound on
County Road 15 four miles west and five miles north of Good-

land at 10:05 a.m. She was close to the center of the road,
swerved when meeting an oncoming pickup and lost control of
the van, which rolled. Amber Fromholtz, 17; Sayoui Ito, 17, also
of St. Francis; and Choromi Jang, 18, of Colby, were passen-
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

gers.

Plane crash, chases, fires caused stir

A planecrashlast February about
13milesnortheast of Goodlandwas
one of the storiesthat caused astir,
but didn’t make The Goodland
Sar-News' top 101ist for 2003.

A twin-enginePiper airplanebe-
longingtoKey LimeAir, asubcon-
tractor for the United Parcel Ser-
vice, was trying to land at Renner
Field about 8 p.m. Feb. 12, wheniit
came down in an empty field near
County Road 26 between Roads 75
and 76. Thepilot, Tate Baloun, the
only person aboard, was unhurt.
Baloun said both engines lost
power, forcinghimtolook for aspot
toland.

Automatic emergency systems
alertedtheFedera AviationAdmin-
istration of thecrash, andtheagency
provided possible locations to the
Kansas Highway Patrol and the
sheriff’sofficesof Cheyenne, Sher-
man and Thomas counties.

After the crash, Baloun walked

about a half mile to the home of
Tracy McCoy. Shecalled her neigh-
bor, KenKlemm, whointurncalled
911. Sheriff Doug Whitson said
between that call and the help of
another plane, searcherswere able
toquickly locatethesiteand secure
itfor federal investigators.

Two high-speed chases within
threeweeksof each other involved
Sherman County |aw enforcement
officers.

On March 13, a state trooper
clocked a white TransAm doing
more than 90 miles per hour east-
bound on I-70 near Ruleton and
tried to pull it over. The car at-
temptedto escapeby takingtheexit
at Caruso and fleeing east on Old
U.S. 24 at speeds reaching 125
m.p.h.

Thedriver apparently had second
thoughtsand pulled over near Fron-
tier Equity Co-op and surrendered.
He and two companions, all 17,

Fire department gets grant

The Goodland Fire Department
hasreceived $29,430to buy equip-
ment from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

Fire Chief Dean Jensen said the
money will be used to purchase a
new thermal imaging camera, andto
replace old radiosand bunker gear.

Thisaward requiresa 10 percent
match, said grant writer Penny Ne-
mechek. It will buy 16 radios and
six sets of bunker gear, plus the

Internet tonight!
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ongratulations

Greg and Amy Saderstrom

Kansas Farm Bureau Young Farmers and
Ranchers Contest Achievement Award Winners

at the American Farm Bureau Young Farmers and
Ranchers Contest in Hawaii in January
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camera. Thegrantwassubmittedin
April, shesaid.
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weretaken into custody.

Thesecond chaseinvolved a15-
year-old Denver youth driving a
stolen 1999 Ford Expedition. On
April 2, atrooper pulled over the
truck traveling east on I-70 about
eight miles east of Kanorado for
going 79 m.p.h.ina70 zone. After
thetrooper gotthedriver’sinforma-
tion, thedriver sped off east on|-70.
Twice during the chase, at speeds
exceeding 100 mph, thedriver took
an off-ramp only to immediately
returntothefreeway.

Just west of the off-ramp at the
east Goodland exit, the Expedition
hit asheriff’spickupwaitinginpo-
sition to deploy road spikes. The
Expedition rolled, landing upside
down. The driver was taken to
Goodland Regional Medical Cen-
ter, where he was admitted under
guard. The deputy driving the
pickup was uninjured.

In the short time between these
chases, four drivers got new tires
after an unexpected delay courtesy
of theColby Police Department. On
March 25, the Colby police used
road spikesto stop avan driven by

a 16-year-old runaway from Ari-
zonaafter anight chase. Whenthe
vanhitthespikesat high speed, sev-
eral weredislocated and, inpart due
tothedarkness, could not berecov-
ered beforefour other vehicles, in-
cludingasemitrailer, ranoverthem.
Nobody was hurt, but the city
bought abunch of new tires.

Three house fires warmed up
2003. Inthe early morning of June
11, apickup belonging to Mastec,
the company installing the wiring
systemfor S& T Communications,
caught onfirebecauseof exploding
paint cans stored in the back. The
firespreadtoahouseat 1606 Texas
Ave., causing significant damage.

A housetrailer at lot No. 3, 281C
CommerceRd., wasdestroyed dur-
ing themorning of Nov. 13. A child
playing with acigarette lighter got
theblame.

A another house trailer fire, at
5925 County Road 21, early
Thanksgiving morning forced &
family tofindtemporary shelter for
theholiday weekend. Fireofficial s
credit thetrailer’ssmoke detectors
for allowing the family to escape
injury.
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