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from our viewpoint...

Atkins aids cowman,
mad cow scare hurts

Pity the poor cowman.

through the ceiling, they find amad cow in Washington state.
Millions of pounds of American beef stack up in warehouses,
banned by dozens of importing countries.

the other white meat.
Vegetarianswag their fingersand say, “Wetold you so.”
PETA, Peoplefor Ethical Treatment of Animals, probably will
blamethe whol e thing on aconspiracy by cruel ranchers.
And needlessto say, beef priceshavetaken atumble.
But for how long?

Scare.

andaccount for itsproduct. Many expertssay thelong-termdam-
agetotheindustry will beminimal.

next week, though.
Stronger government regul ations and more testing seem cer-

the disease are shadowy, protein particles classed asnon-living.

eat infected parts can go down rather quickly.

The disease, while frightening, is rare even where it is most
common. Britain reported only about 150 deaths before it got
control of it'sepidemic. In Japan, where all beef slaughtered for
thetableistested, only nineinfected animal s have been discov-
ered.

Science haslittle understanding of the prion or brain-wasting
disease. Theinfectionleavesbraintissuewithasponge-likecon-
sistency when viewed through amicroscope, but scientistscan’'t
explain exactly how it spreads or why similar diseases in other
animalsdon’t seemto affect humans.

than 30 years. A big proportion of the deer and elk in north cen-
tral Colorado areinfected with “chronic wasting disease,” still

65 yearsago.
While the link between eating infected tissue and human in-

can contract the disease from deer or sheep.
Thereistheproblem, that “yet.”
The government has banned beef parts from cattle feed, hop-

fed to pigs, pets or other animals. Why not bad use of brain and
nervetissueentirely?

Thereisjust so much we don’'t know. Yet people seem deter-
minedto eat steak, despitetheprice. Andlosingweight hasastrong
appeal.

Themarket will recover becauseAmericansliketheir beef. But
the scare hardly seemsfair to the cowman. —Steve Haynes
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Justwhenthelate Dr. Atkinsand hisdiet fad pushed beef prices

Consumersshocked by theprice of steak opt for chicken— or

Many observerssay the market will recoup most of last year’s
gain. They don’t seemuch permanent damagefromthemad cow
For onething, thebeef industry hasbeen movingtobetter track
That doesn’t help much if you need to sell abunch of calves
tain. Thereareproblems. For onething, theprionsthought to cause
Though not considered alife form, prions seem to be able to

spread, reproduce and infect other organisms. Whileit can take
yearsfor acow to becomesi ck after infection, though, peoplewho

A versionin sheep, called scrappie, has been known for more

another rel ative. Cannibalsof New Guineawereknownto passa
similar disease on by eating brain tissue of the dead as much as

fectionisclear with cows, thereisno proof — yet— that humans

ing to prevent transmission, but infected material might still be
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Hard to hand off to the next generation

“Gwamma, gwamma, they’s stealin’ you
blind.”

My little nephew (now ajunior in high
school) wasn't kidding. Wewere stripping an
upstairsbedroomwhen my mother calledfrom
Texas.

Mom was spending thewinter in Texasand
my sister Marie was watching her home in
Concordiawhile shewasgone.

| had a child in college who needed some
bedroom furniture and Mom had a set that
hadn’t been used since my sister and | left
home.

Momtold metogoover to her houseand get
thestuff whenever | had achance, soMarieand
| were busy moving beds and a dresser from
theupstairsof Mom'’splacetothetiny U-Haul
behind my truck.

Inthemiddleof thisoperation, Mom called
and Curtis, who must have beenall of 5or 6 at
thetime, told on us.

| remember this as | watch my youngest
daughter pack up my chinafor the trip to
Lawrence.

“Gwamma, gwamma, she's stealing me
blind.”

Thechina, likethat bedroom set, hasnot been

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

usedinyears. Infact it hasnot been unpacked
sincewe moved back to Kansas 10 yearsago.
Thekidsleft homeand we have another set
of good china, so | have just not needed a set
of finedinnerwarefor 12.
Thissetisenormous. It has24 platesand 12
of everything el sethat you canthink of. There
aretwosizesof bowls— onefor soupandone
for fruit. Thereare cupsand saucersand half-
size or demitasse cups and saucers. Serving
piecesinclude cream and sugar, salt and pep-
per, three sizes of vegetable bowls, platters, a
coffeepot andlid and ateapot andlid.
Unfortunately, the lids are broken on both
the sugar and coffee pot. Thisisnot bad for a
set | got before | wasmarried 32 yearsago.
Thedisheshavesilver around therimsand
tiny greenleavesandwhiteflowersabout one-
half inch from the rim. The bottoms say
Sheffield Fine China, Japan, and Elegance,

which | assumeisthe pattern name.

It isabeautiful set of china, which I usedin
Kansas City when | entertained the snooty
women of the Westheights Ladies Club. It got
packed awvay whenwemovedtotheloghomein
Colorado and was used only rarely thereafter.

Now youngest daughter has claimed it and
wasrepacking it and movingit to her homein
Lawrence, wherewe hopeit will get moreuse
thanit hasinmy garagethelast 10 years.

Whilel haveseenthischinainantiquestores,
it was not especially expensive when Mom
bought it for me— morethan 30 yearsago af -
ter | announced my engagement.

Stevetold Lindsay totell all her friendsthat
the set was purchased at Boogartsin Con-
cordia, astorewhichhassincegoneout of busi-
ness.

Thatis, of course, true. What sheisn’tto say
isthat Boogartswasthegrocery andtheplates,
cupsand bowlswere 39 centseachwitha$10
purchase.

Hey, al the extras added up to quite asum,
but Mom had all her friendsbuying piecesfor
me. That'show | ended upwith morethan 200
piecesof Elegancechinafittoservethesnooty
galsof theWestheights Ladies Club.

Time to show your support for baseball

TotheEditor.

OnMonday at 7 pm, inthe school district’s |

administration building therewill beaschool
board meeting, and the topic of having base-
ball beahigh school sport will bediscussed.

For al you people who have told me you
support having baseball in our school system,
thisisachancefor youtoshowit by comingto
the meeting.

Several people have been working hard to
get thistask accomplished, and would appre-
ciateyour support.

from our
readers

® to the editor

Wehaveformedaclub (muchliketheWres-
tling Enthusiast Club) in which anyoneinter-
ested canjoin.

If you have any questions, comments, or
would like to join our club, please give me a
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call at 899-4765
John Dautel
President and Coach
Goodland OutlawsBaseball Club

TotheEditor:

SING, | hear thy heart.

XMASSONGS— Clever dittiesand catchy
tunesas* Frosty the Snowman,” “ Rudolphthe
Red-Nosed Reindeer” and of Santa (Satan
himself istransformed into an angel of light)
areasdevoid of Christ asnotorious Elvisanc
hisevil songs!

Thefuneral songs of the church have more
joy thanthelovesongsof theworld. Only those
born again can know the hope, love, joy anc
peace, expressedinHymns, Himtheir Saviour,
theLord Jesus Christ.

Sirs, what must | do to be Saved? And they
said, believeonthelL ord JesusChristand Thou
Shaltbesaved...” Acts16:30B and 16:31A-C

Frank Sowers

Benkelman, Neb.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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MAYBE WE'LL GO OUT TO
EAT TONIGHT
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BUT NOT TO THE PET SHOP
FOR CANARIES AND GOLDFISH
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