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Two men burned to death in depot hotel fire

today In history

By Evelyn Ward
Sherman County Historical Society

Jan. 14,1904: TwoMenBurned
To Death— Depot Hotel Employ-
ees, Fatally Burned with Gasoline
— After Cleaning Their Clothes, a
Match was Struck to Light aCiga-
rette When Their Clothing Ignited
— BeforeThey Could Be Rescued,
They Had Received Death Burns—
Both were young men and had re-
cently come to Goodland and be-
fore they died told where their
homeswere, thenamesof their par-
entsandrequestedthat their folksbe
notified by telegraph of their dying
condition.

The victims died in agony six
hours after the accident happened.
Thefire was first discovered by a
hotel guest in one of therear rooms
of thehotel onthe secondfloor. At-
tracted by ablaze, helooked out and
saw ahuman form afireintheback
yard.

Yelling “fire” and saying that a
man was burning, he ran down the
stairs. For amoment, the crowds
around the hotel office were mo-
mentarily paralyzed with unbelief
but quickly followed outside. Using
their own coats, they began beating

thefireout on JamesWelch, telling
him to “get down on the ground”
wherethefirewas smothered.

Someone now cried that there
wasfirein the laundry, which was
given added horror by Welch say-
ingthat hispartner wasinthereand
tosavehim.

John Dempsey, abrakeman, was
thefirst in there and found Robert
Fleet taking refuge in the bed try-
ing to smother the fire on his per-
son by wrapping bed comforts
around him.

When hewascarried outside his
underclothes, theonly coveringon
himwhenthefirestarted, werepar-
tially burned from hisbody.

Dr. Smithwastelephonedearlyin
theexcitementandarrivednotmore
than 15 minutes after the call, fol-
lowed by Dr. Gulick.

Themenhadbeencarriedintothe
hotel and placed oncots. Their bod-
ies disfigured with red burns and
formingblisters, their faceshad suf-
fered badly, and the hair on the
heads and browswere singed.

Theinjuredwereinawful agony.

The covering of lard and theinjec-
tions of morphine abated the pain
little, and until the end they never
ceased to moan and utter piteous
cries. They were conscious for
about two hours after the accident
and spoke familiarly to those they
knew.

Welch burdened his mind with
thethought that hewastoblame. He
kept saying, “1t'sall my fault, Bob
isnottoblameat all. Wewereclean-
ing our clotheswith gasoline, and |
litamatchto smokeacigaretteand
our clothestook fire.”

Welch and Fleet were kept apart
at first and kept inquiring about the
welfare of the other, but later both
were taken into the parlor of the
hotel, whereWelchdiedat 2:25and
Fleetat 2:47 am.

Dr. Gulick, coroner, madeastate-
ment of the accident from thetesti-
mony of the men, corroborated by
witnessesof thescene. Noblameis
attached to the management of the
hotel. According tothestatement of
Welch, the fire was the result of a
heedlessand fatal moment.

Quiltsshowingat Hansen museum

Two quilt exhibitsareon display
at the Dane G. Hansen Memorial
Museum in Logan until Sunday,
Feb. 22.

Approximately 100 doll quilts
and 50 doll beds, mostly antiques,
from Mary Campbell Ghormley’s
private collection areondisplay at
thesametimeas40quiltsinterpret-
ing oxymoronsare being shown.

The Ghormley exhibit is titled
“Pieces of the Past,” and the other
exhibitiscalled “ Oxymorons: Ab-
surdly Logical Quilts.”

Ghormley of Lincoln, Neb., is
oneof thefounding membersof the
Lincoln Quilter’s Guild, a charter
member of theNebraskaState Quilt
Guildandamember of theNebraska
State Quilt Guild Hall of Fame.

Her collection of over 20 years
dates back to themid-1800sandis
represented in its entirety by over
200 standard quilts, 200 doll quilts

and 50 doll beds. Mostly antiques,
Ghormley’s collection also in-
cludesalibrary of nearly 500 quilt-
ing books.

Over the past 10 years, Ghorm-
ley’s collection has been shownin
numerous placeswithin Nebraska,
includingtheQuilt Restoration So-
ciety in Omaha and the Stur Mu-
seum of the Pioneer in Grand |Is-
land. Her doll quiltshaveal so been
featured in an article in “Country
Home” magazine.

Each of the 40 quiltsin “Oxy-
morons: Absurdly Logical Quilts’
isbased uponandinterpretsan oxy-
moron — a two-word phrase of
seemingly contradictory words.

WithnameslikeAccidentally on
Purpose, Pretty Ugly, Bitter Sweet,
Dry Lake, Extinct Lifeand Strange-
ly Familiar. The exhibit offers
viewsof anon-traditional quilt ex-
perience and hasbeen described as

the " Coolest Hottest” collectionto
comearound inalong while.

The quilts are by Renegade
QuiltsL L C, agroupof fivecontem-
porary quilt artistsfromMainewho
invited leading American quilt art-
ists to convey abstract words into
fabric.

Joining Renegades Judi H. Bas-
tion, Sally K. Field, DianneS. Hire,
Ellie Pancoe and Nancy F. Wheel-
wright are 35 quilt artists from
states acrossthe country.

The quilts give an insightful in-
terpretation of dilemmas, tragedies,
joys and choices the artists have
faced.

The museum is open from 8-11
a.m. and noon-3 p.m. Mountain
Time Monday-Friday, 8-11 a.m.
Saturday and noon-4 p.m. Sundays
and holidays. Themuseumishandi-
capped accessible, and thereis no
admissionfee.

City of Goodland expenditures
For the period from October 1, 2003 to December 31,2003
PREVIOUS CURRENT
FUNDS BALANCE RECEIPT DISBURSEMENT  BALANCE
Special Highway $39,187.02 $32,540.48 0.00 $71,727.50
Self Insurance $883,805.93 $73,919.64 $96,663.67 $861,061.90
Airport Fund $338,626.90 $5,976.85 $43,313.75 $301,290.00
General Operating $1,778,536.36 $397,787.53 $432,980.65 $1,743,343.24
Bond & Interest $141,670.05 $4,951.96 0.00 $146,622.01
Library $2,501.34 $3,040.10 0.00 $5,541.44
Sales Tax $1,814.19 $33,887.84 $32,456.21 $3,245.82
Electric Utility $1,961,816.54 $1,197,235.20  $1,056,446.24 $2,102,605.50
Municipal Court Diversion Fees ~ $10,008.49 $580.69 $1,781.71 $8,807.47
Law Enforcement $21,013.93 $311.14 0.00 $21,325.07
Electric Meter Deposit $111,594.00 $6,700.00 $7,000.00 $111,294.00
Water Utility $384,780.17 $235,190.34 $237,806.29 $382,164.22
Water Service Deposit $50,188.00 $4,550.00 $4,350.00 $50,388.00
Sewer Utility $63,602.64 $64,387.19 $61,414.78 $66,575.05
Special Park & Rec. $44,048.75 $1,473.60 0.00 $45,522.35
Vehicle Inspections(VIN) $12,295.40 $1,864.21 $3,930.44 $10,229.17
Grant Imp Reserve Fund $82,397.55 $29,838.39 0.00 $112,235.94
Steever Park Project $2,382.70 $2,414.34 0.00 $4,797.04
Solid Waste $232,504.52 $86,606.35 $89,971.17 $229,139.70
Fire Equipment 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Airport Improvement $-5,239.20 $172,356.71 $182,508.40 $-15,390.89
Water Imp. (CDBG) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Capital Imp. Reserve $2,916,532.06 $152,300.69 $547,605.60 $2,521,227.15
Insurance Proceeds $8,098.50 0.00 $8,098.50 0.00
Employee Benefit $348,970.02 $12,092.21 $152,872.78 $208,189.45
Library Emp. Benefit $206.76 $256.82 0.00 $463.58
State Water Fund $7,038.08 $4,691.64 $5,745.60 $5,984.12
Cemetery-Perp. Care $82,500.00 0.00 0.00 $82,500.00
Cemetery Endowment $52,650.79 $1,800.00 0.00 $54,450.79
Cemetery Improvement $86,796.75 $1,682.76 $800.00 $87,679.51
Replacement Tree $1,914.45 $4.54 0.00 $1,918.99
Electric Reserve $1,234,415.43 $46,629.76 0.00 $1,281,045.19
Water Reserve $769,044.06 $1,771.70 $2,260.50 $768,555.26
Water System Improvement Proj.  $-30,248.60 $38,588.15 $8,339.55 0.00
CDBG Housing Grant $3,986.64 0.00 0.00 $3,986.64
Sewer Reserve $404,355.47 $864.88 0.00 $405,220.35
M.E.R.F. $1,823,888.69 $26,244.83 $26,305.08 $1,823,828.44
Total $13,867,684.38  $2,642,540.54  $3,002,650.92 $13,507,574.00
PREVIOUS CURRENT
AVAILABLE CASH BALANCE BALANCE
Cashier’s Change $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Checking Accounts:
BANKWEST $595,369.38 $794,357.00
Investments $13,270,315.00 $12,711,217.00
Total Available Cash $13,867,684.38 $13,507,574.00
LIABILITIES AND OBLIGATIONS
ST OF KS PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY LOAN $2,141,179.92
STEEVER PARK PROJECT LEASE PURCHASE $1,634,467.72
OLD IGABLDG LEASE PURCHASE 0.00
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 1996-1 $395,000.00
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 1996-2 $325,000.00
TOTAL $4,495,647.64
, Janeil Dilling, do hereby certify that the above statement is correct.
City Treasurer
Signature Title
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Internet tonight! Call 899-2338.

Jan. 15, 1904: Raid Made On a
Poker Room — The Green Cloth
Men GivenAnUnpleasant Surprise
— While the Sheriff and County
Attorney Were Working an En-
trance to the Resort, the Gamblers
Hurriedly Left the Place by aRear
Exit— A gamblingroomintherear
of the Cullins billiard hall was
raided Tuesday afternoon by Sher-
iff Bradley and County Attorney
Murphy.

Thedoor totheresort waslocked,
and before access could be gained,
the occupants skipped out, leaving
the authoritiesin possession of the
room with its four poker tables,
plenty of empty whiskey bottlesin
acorner by thedoor and afloor dis-
coloredwithvery recent bl otchesof
spit.

The sheriff had warrantsfor Phil
Volke and Fred Colefor keeping a
gambling place and also warrants
for the seizure of all gambling fur-
nitureand devices. Thepoker tables
were taken, but as al the fellows
around the green cloth skedaddled
intimeto maketheir escape, no ar-
rests could be made.

County Attorney Murphy hadre-
cently received information which

led himto the belief that gambling
was going on in the Cullins build-
ing. And this, augmented by the
fact that Fred Cole on Tuesday
came out of the Coffin restaurant
with trays of luncheon for half a
dozen men who were too busy to
gototheir meals, quite confirmed
his suspicion. And consequently a
plan was quietly laid to see what
was doing.

Asthecounty attorney and sher-
iff were entering the billiard hall,
they saw a man's heels disappear
through the door leading to a back
room. But when they reached that
particul ar entrancethedoor wasfast
withaspringlock, and themanwho
owned the pair of heels had given
thealarm.

Thegamblers, likeratsbeforethe
pied piper, could not get away fast
enough, although the back doors
and the windows were made ways
of exit. Andthey didn’t stop at that,
leaving, accordingtoreport, sucha
cloud of dust and dirt behind them
asto obscurethe vision of the pur-
suers.

Not gaining an entranceinfront,
the men with the law went around
totherear and foundthenorthroom

TheAmericanHeart Associa-
tion is putting Goodland resi-
dentsunder lock andkey. Thurs-
day, the association along with
theVolunteer CardiacArrest Pa-
role Board will be holding the
annual Cardiac Arrest from
11:30am.-1p.m.

Theassociation’sregional di-
rector, Randall Braden, said the
event combines fund-raising
with fun.

“A group of very important
citizens will be charged at the
CardiacArrestfor ‘ crimesof the
heart,’” Bradensaid.“Inorderto
bereleased, the* arrestees’ must
post bail.”

Donationsin the form of bail
will assist the association in its

Cardiac Arrest to lock up
Goodland residents

fight to reduce deaths and dis-
abilities due to cardiovascular
disease and stroke, America's
number onekiller.

TheCardiacArrest committee
has a goal of $7,000 for the
Goodland arrests. The money
will pay for research, education
and community service pro-
gramstofight cardiovascular dis-
ease.

Since1949, theassociationhas
paidmorethan$2billionfor car-
diovascular research leading to
such advances as cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation, bypass sur-
gery, theheart-lung machine, ar-
tificial heart valves, life-saving
drugs and surgeries to repair
heart defects.
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used only as a sleeping apartment,
but the room just back of this con-
tained the gambling tables and ap-
purtenances.

Asthemenentered, theroom had
notyetlostitsbreath of life. Theair
smelledwarmand boretheflavor of
fresh tobacco smoke. The chairs
were arranged with a careless de-
greeof order. A dozen empty whis-
key bottlesbreathed out from their
unstopped neckstheir characteris-
ticoder, whilethefloor, bespatterec
with spit, cast a course grimace at
theintrusion.

The four tables seized were
turned over to Police Judge Floyd,
and a hearing is set for Monday
summoning the owners to show
cause why they should not be
burned. AsVolkeand Colewerenot
found, no timeis set for a hearing
intheir cases.

Jan. 16, 1904: The Coursing
Contest — The greyhounds of
CharlesPosson of Nortonand those
of T.A. Stevenson of thiscity com-
peted in a coursing contest east of
Goodland Sunday, theracesending
threefor Norton and two for Good-
land. Stevenson’s dog, Blue King,
was faster than any of the others,
winninginall hisentries.

From weekly issues of The
Goodland News, provided by the
Sherman County Historical Soci-
ety. Sncethe paper was publishec
weekly, someitemswerearbitrarily
assigned adate.

public notice

Legal Notice

In the matter of Deep Rock Ex-

ploration for the authority to flare
or vent niobrara gas produced
from 2 gas wells in Sherman
County. An exemption to certain
other applications to niobrara
gas wells for wells located SW
Quarter Section 2 - 9 South -
Range 41W.
The hearing date is January 15,
2004 at10:00a.m. atthe Corpo-
ration Commission, Wichita,
Kan.
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