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Other stories of Interest for the year of 2003

Some stories weren't rated as
important enoughfor thetop 10, but
weremoreinteresting thantheusual
run of news.

They included aprincipal spend-
ing a night on the school roof, the
city manger savingawoman'’slife,
thedraining of Smoky Gardenslake
and Goodland’ shig Van Gogh rep-
licabecoming ahit ontelevision.

North Elementary Principal
Steve Raymer, now theactivity di-
rector at the Goodland High Schooal,
made a deal with his students that
if they collected 5,000 General
Mills Boxtops for Education, he
would spend anight on theroof.

The students and staff worked
hardto collect theboxtops, posting
aladder ontheofficedoor showing
how closethey wereto getting him
to the roof. The staff created a
“mini-Raymer” which was placed
next to the collection box, and
looked alot likethefull sizeman.

In May, as the deadline ap-
proached, thekidswere 1,250 short
with two daysto go.

However, Raymer said he ex-
pected them to make the 5,000
level. Histheory wasthat they were
holding back enough to reach that
level. Sure enough, on the ap-
pointed day, the ladder went over
the5,000 level.

Raymer went uptheladder alittle
after 3 p.m. Thursday, May 22, af -
ter kissing hiswife and telling her
“goodnight.” Thenthestaff hauled
theladder away, cutting off any pos-
sibility of escape.

About 8 p.m., he said there had
been quite afew visitors come by,
and a kindergartner had brought
him asundae from Dairy Queen.

“She had her father put aladder
in his pickup and brought it so she
could give me the ice cream,”
Raymer said, “ sol had my dessert.”

When hecrawled off theroof and
came down, the kids gave him a
cheer andaround of applause. They
then sang a verse of “For He'sA
Jolly Good Fellow.”

“Itwasfun,” hesaid. “Once.”
City manager saveswoman’s
lifeon golf course

A cry for helponthe Sugar Hills
Golf coursebrought City Manager
Ron Pickman to where Bonnie
Hawkshad collapsed ontheseventh
green.

Her husband Dalesaidthey were

Mini Raymer, a three-foot-tall stuffed replica of Principal Steve Raymer, guards to box-top recep-
tacle in the North Elementary School office.

playing around on Sunday morn-
ing, June 30. Hawks had reached
down to mark her ball, said, “Oh,
my God,” and collapsed.

“When | got there,” Pickman, a
former Goodland policechief, said,
“shewasontheground. Shewasnot
breathing and therewasno pulse. |
started CPR, and the emergency
training just kickedin.”

He continued the life-saving ef-
forts until the ambulance, with
SteveEvert and Bruce Gleason, ar-
rived totakeover.

“1 don’t know how long | was at
it,” Pickmansaid.“l wasgladtobe
in the right place at the right time
and could help.”

Oncetheambulancearrived, they
used a portable defibrillator to get
Hawks' heart goingandgot her sta-
bilized. Shewastakento Goodland
Regional Medical Center and then
flown to Porter Adventist Hospital
in Littleton, Colo.

“Hesavedmy life,” Hawkssaid.
“1 doubt | would havemadeit with-
out his efforts. He doesn’t like to
hear it, but heismy hero.

“It was one year to the day from
when | had congestive heart dis-
ease. | havebeen homefor aweek,
andamfeelingmuchbetter....l am
glad to beback.”

Smoky Gardensdrained
tokill carp

The bottom of Smoky Gardens
lakewasdry enoughtoallow people
towalk in looking for salvageable
itemsby Sept. 7.

Thelakewaslow after threeyears
of drought, and the board felt this
wasthe best chanceto drain it and
clean out the bottom aswell askill
the gang of carp that had been
crowdingout gamefishthepast few
years.

The board has been using dona-
tions and a grant to help clean out
the bottom of the lake. They have

had a dozer down in the bottom to
clean out the main channel and
deepenthefishing area.

Theboard has asked for more as
their money hasrun out.

They believewhat hasbeendone
will make it a much better fishing
lake, and are prepared to close the
outlet onthedamassoon asthereis
any water torefill thelake.

Randy Bellamy, board chairman,
said that if the weather cooperates
and the water level increases, the
lake could be ready for fish this
spring.

Sunflower painting questions
settled asit makesdebut on
television

The rumors around town about
the status of the bill for the Van
Gogh easel have been put to rest,
and the painting has made an ap-
pearance on atelevision sitcom.

Thepainting, a24-by-32foot re-
production of one of Vincent van

Gogh'sSunflower series, and easel
wereerectedinApril 2001. They are
part of Canadian artist Cameron
CrossBig Easel Project, whichin-
volves setting up seven such struc-
turesaround theworld.

Sunflower USA, the nonprofit
group who promoted the painting,
reached a settlement in October
with Greg Farrisof FarrisIndustries
over an outstanding balanceon his
bill for buildingthe80-foot easel on
which the oversized Van Gogh
rests.

B.E. " Pete” Whalen, aGoodland
lawyer who is president of Sun-
flower USA, said the association
wanted to see the project com-
pleted.

In addition to the painting, the
group is planning to eventually
open a museum that will educate
people on the history of sunflower
agricultureinnorthwesternK ansas.

The giant painting appeared on
anABC sitcom and isto appear on
a documentary in Europe through
footage shot by aGoodland man.

Thepainting at theend of the Fri-
day, Nov. 21, episode of “Married
totheKellys’ andinadocumentary,
“The Private Life of a Master-
piece,” ontheBritish Broadcasting
Corp.

Producer Tom Hertz loosely
based the comedy on hisown life.
Hiswife Susan is a Shawnee Mis-
sionWest High School graduateand
has agregarious family, much like
theoneinthe show.

Susan'sfatherisGoodland native
Bill Kelly, whograduatedfromhigh
school herein 1951 beforemoving
totheKansasCity area.

The show appearsto beahit and
ABChaspickeditupfortheseason.
If it goesintoasecond season, there
may bemorefilminginKansasand
possibly in Goodland.

The painting also will appear in
a one-hour documentary on Van
Gogh's series of sunflower paint-
ings. Cross said Clare Lynch, a
documentary filmmaker from the
BBC, has contacted him about in-
cluding footage of the work in
progress of his painting for
Goodland in the documentary.

Cross said he told Lynch about
thefootageshot by Rusty Renner of
Goodland and asked Renner tosend
it to him. He said he then sent it to
Lynch.

Cross, who said he may beinter-
viewed for thedocumentary, isex-
cited about hiswork being on tele-
vision.

“Itisgood news,” hesaid.
Former Sport Editor pleads
guilty in municipal court

Doug Stephens, former sports
editor of The Goodland Daily
News, returnedto Goodland and his
family astheyear began.

Stephens plead guilty to misuse
of acompany credit cardinmunici-
pal court on Monday, Jan. 8.

For almost ayear, Stephens, 23,
was a reporter and sports editor at
The Goodland Daily News, but
about 8 am. Monday, Oct. 21, he
went out the door and vani shed.

He said he was going to pick up
film at Wal-Mart, but the film was
never picked up, and hiscar had not
been spotted around town.

That left hiswife and two small
children wondering where hewas.

Stephens returned to his family
about Christmas and was serveg
with acity summons at the end of
December for misuseof acompany
credit card.

About the time he returned, the
Casa Grande, Ariz., police callec
The Daily News office and the
Goodland Police Department to say
that they had found Stephens’ wal-
let and checkbook.

At the time Stephens disap-
peared, TheDaily Newswasinves-
tigating questions about a story in
“The Graying Plains’ special sec-
tion published in September.

In the section, Stephenswrote
story about theeffectsof thechang-
ing population on the school dis-
trictsof northwest K ansas, and was
supposed to have interviewed the
superintendents.

Questionsrosewhen at | east two
of thesuperintendentsquotedinthe
article said they did not remember
ever talking to Stephens.

He said he thought the quotes
werereal, but belonged to another
person.

“In our business, thisis really
worse than the misuse of the com-
pany credit card,” said Editor Tom
Betz.. “Whenwewerefinally able
to ask Stephens about the story, he
wasunabletogiveusasatisfactory
answer. Itisthekind of action that
would begroundsfor firing.”

Solid waste Issues and long range planning discussed

Curt Way, director of public
works and the Sherman County
commissioners Tuesday discussed
solid waste issues and long range
planning for the system including
the excavation and closure costs of
thelandfill site.

Way said he felt the county
shouldlook at thebailing systemfor
solidwaste, andthat it could beused
for recycling cardboard aswell.

“| believe thisisimportant be-
cause with the continued dry con-
ditions we are having to use much
more cover dirt, and the bailer

woulda soreducetheflyingdebris
which could cause a problem with
thestate,” hesaid.

“I believe we will need to get
some new trash trailers this year,
andgoaheadwiththebuildingatthe
landfill to house the new MadVac
and give us a place to do mainte-
nance on the compactor and track
|oader.

“There are many advantages to
the bailer system, and | think we
needtoget theinformationtogether
and explainit to the people.”

Commissioner Mitch Tiede

agreed the bailer was something
that needs to be pursued, but he
wanted to seesomemoney set aside
for the post-closure costsand more
money for the next phase of exca-
vation at thelandfill.

Hesaid hefelt puttingthemoney
aside now was important because
onceit isdesignated for these pur-
posesthat isall it can be usedfor.

“I wanttoseeusstart thefundand
lock the money in so at |east there
will be a base amount available
when the county hasto facethisin
thefuture,” Tiedesaid.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
made amotion to add $100,000 to
the excavation fund which was
started | ast year with $100,000, and
to put $50,000 asidein a post-clo-
sure fund for the landfill. Motion
was seconded by Tiede and passed
unanimously with Thomas voting
infavor.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
agreed the county should move
ahead on the bailer project. He
askedwhat theestimated cost of the
bailer and building remodeling
would be.

Rasuresaidthebailer would cost
between $300,000 and $350,000.
Way said theplanned remodeling of
thetransfer station would be about
$250,000, and that there would be
some additional costs for equip-
ment.

Way saidthecounty couldsell the
compactor, but thatit would haveto
bereplaced with aloader to handle
theone-ton balesat the landfill.

RasureaskedWay toseeif hehas
theinformationthat had been gath-
ered on the bailer, and to contact
the salesman about getting more

information.

“1 think we need to get the solid
wastecommitteeinvol ved andlook
at the equipment options and the
building options,” Rasure said.
“Thisisalarge project and | think
wewill needtoexplainittotheciti-
zensbecauseitwill probably takez
bond issue. We don’t want to de-
plete our fundscompletely.”

A meetingwiththecommission-
ersandthecounty solid wastecom:-
mittee will be held on Wednesday,
Jan. 21 at 5:15 p.m. inthecommis-
sionroom at the courthouse.

County reviews employee wages and allows three percent raise

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County commis-
sionersreviewed theactual figures
for wages spent last year, and told
county department heads Tuesday
morning they can recommend
raisesfor themselvesand their em-
ployeesnot to exceed 3 percent for
thisyear.

A chart showing the employee
pay by hoursgavethecommission-
ersalook at how the different de-
partments stack up, and County
Clerk Janet Rumpel said she used
the actual wages paid last year
rather than usingthebudget figures
togivethecommissionersaclearer
look at thelabor costs.

Shesaid thefull timeemployees
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figures were based on 2,080 work
hoursinayear.

Commission Chairman Kevin
Rasure asked to have the depart-
ment headscometothemeetingand
he explained that the commission-
ersweregoingtoallow each depart-
ment to determine how the pay
would be spread out.

“We will allow a maximum of 3
percent of theactual wagesfor each
current employeeinadepartment to
besplit up by thedepartment head,”
Rasuresaid. “ Thiswill includethe
department head, and wewant each
departmenttodojobevaluationsin
the next two weeks or as soon as
possible.”

Carol Armstrong, register of
deeds, Shelby Miller, treasurer,

aﬁ
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*Video starts at 7:00

For more information about foster parenting
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Doug Whitson, sheriff, Dorendo
Harrel, county health, Curt Way,
public works and road and bridge,
Bonnie Selby, county attorney and
Terry Ballard, county assessor were
present. Mary Messamore, county
emergency management director
and dispatch department head, was
absent becauseshewasonvacation.

The department heads said they
felt this was aworkable idea, and
most said they would try to get the
evaluations done in the next two
weeks.

Several indicated they would
probably recommend an acrossthe
board 3 percent raise for their em-
ployeesbecausethey did not get any
raiselast year.

Oncethedepartment headshave

completed the evaluations and
their rai serecommendationsthey
will be returned to the commis-
sionersfor their approval.

Rasuresaid hehad aletter from
the Sherman County Economic
Devel opment Council asking the
commissionersto approvetheap-
pointment of Dwane Timm of the
First National Banktoathree-year
term to take the place of Larry
McCants, whosetermexpiredthe
end of December. The commis-
sioners unanimously approved
the appointment of Timm.

The commissioners held a 35
minute closed session with
Rumpel on personnel matters.

Rasure said he had talked to
Mayor Rick Billinger about the
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two board holding ajoint meeting
inthenear future. He said they had
talked about meeting before the
regular city commission meetingto
discuss ways the city and county
can work together and be more ef-
ficient.

The city commission discussed
the joint meeting at their meeting
Monday, andtoldthemayor towork
out adate with Rasure.

Classifieds work!
899-2338

The county commissioners will
dotheir annual reorganization dur-
ing their regular meeting today.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair andfactual. Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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