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from our viewpoint...

Spirited session
begins in Topeka

We arein anew year, and the legislative jockeying is under-
way in Topekawith both sides|ooking to November, and won-
dering how to best appear to do theright thing for the voters.

Thisyear the stakes are ashigh asever with the state trying to
keep the money in balance and yet having to respond to the re-
cent court decision saying the formulafor school financeisun-
constitutional.

Money for educationisalwaysalarge dice of the state’sbud-
get, and with the recent years of declining revenues all parts of
state government have had to slim down and do more with | ess.
There is no indication this trend has turned around despite the
favorableeconomic signsinthe state.

Thejudge sdecision put themonkey onschool financesquarely
onthestategovernment to find asatisfactory solution. Thereare
indicationsthe judge’s decision will be appeal ed to the state su-
preme court, but no ideawhen thiswould be accomplished or if
the higher court would addresstheissue.

Governor Kathleen Sebeliustold the legidlators she wants to
add $300 millionfor education over thenext threeyearsto make
Kansas schoolsthe best in the nation.

She presented her Education First plan which targets giving
additional money for more teachers, early-education programs
and at-risk studentswho need hel p to succeed.

“Let me be clear,” Sebelius said, “No plan to revitalize our
economy and create jobs can be complete unlessit strengthens
our schoals.

“We must act, not because ajudge sayswe must, but because
we love our children and our state, and we want what is best for
both.

“1 call onyoutonighttojoin mein pursuing anew goal for our
state. That adecade from now our schools arethe best in the na-
tion. ... let ustakethefirst step, together, thisyear.

“...itisaquestion of how wewant our children and grandchil-
dren, yearsfrom now, to remember thistimewhen we were sup-
posed to work together for them.”

Atall order for thestatel egislature, and onethat will get turned
intopolitical rhetorictobeusedintheel ectionsthisyear. Repub-
licansarealready talking about thetaxesit will taketoraise $300
million, and saying it will bethebiggest tax increasein history.

Sebelius opened the speech asking for the type of cooperative
effort to meet the challenges of the year.

“Asl| didlast year from this podium, | call on each and every
oneof usto leavethischamber resolved to work together to con-
front the challenges. 1t will not be easy.

“ A year ago, thesituationwasbl eak, but respondingtomy call,
yourolled up your sleevesand went towork with meto solvethe
unprecedented financia problems.... No one thought we could
doit. But by trusting oneanother and workingtogether, wecrafted
abalanced budget that protected school sandrestored vital safety
net programs... ... wedidit all without raising taxes.”

Thegovernor’sspeech did not specifically say anything about
raisingtaxes, but therewould havetobeashift of prioritiestofind
$100 million for education for each of the next threeyears.

Her vision is one of excellence for Kansas citizens and the
schoolswhich prepareour kidsfor thefuture. Giving our kidsthe
best opportunity to succeed in the future isthe responsibility of
all the citizens of the state and we will watch with interest how
thelegidlative leadership respondsto the governor’scall for co-
operation.— Tom Betz
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Pete Rose trying to weasel his way In

One of the headlines said Pete Rose had fi-
nally come clean, but that ishardly the case.

Baseball’sHit Kingismaking onelast, des-
peratestab at getting intothe Hall of Famebe-
forehis 15-year “window” passeshim by.

Asusual, Roseistrying to weasel his way
through. His admissions, in his soon-to-be-
published autobi ography, don’tamount toafull
confession according to those who should
know.

Andwhilehefinally admitshebet on base-
ball, Rose sill comes off as a spoiled child
who'’s beentold hecan’'t haveacandy bar be-
foredinner.

The great slugger’s accomplishments are
undeniable— 4,256 hitsinasparkling career,
marred only by his disregard for baseball’s
most hallowedrule.

Itisasinfor aplayer or manager to bet on
thegame, andit hasbeensoever sincethe1919
Chicago Black Sox tried to fix the World Se-
ries.

Theownershired JudgeK enesaw Mountain
Landisto clean up the game, and as commis-
sioner, hedidjust that.

Rose's public comments show that he just
doesn't getit. After hisretirement, hedidara-
dio show from Las Vegas, of all places. He
complained about how unfairly he had been

WWe must overcome hatred and

TotheEditor:

There was an excellent editorial in The |

Goodland Star-Newson December 5 concern-
ing the history of immigrants settling in our

country, taking low-paying jobs that no one e

elsewants, working hard, and overcomingthe
obstacles of looking different, having differ-
ent cultural ways, and speaking other lan-
guages. Immigrationisthehistory andthetra-
dition of who weareasanation.

Sadly tosay, despite, thegreat heritageof the
United States, therearestill those who propa-
gate hatred and discrimination.

Right before Christmas, a season symbolic
of peace, hateliteratureendorsed by anational
hate organization, printed in color on expen-
sivepaper, wasdistributedin Goodland. These
flyers, placed in plastic bags weighted with
rocks were thrown on many lawns within a
several block area. Theflyerscontained offen-
sive statements such asthis: “Non-whitesare
turningAmericaintoaThirdWorldslum. They
comeforwelfareortotakeour jobs. They bring
crime. Let’ssend them homenow.... “.

Now, theissue at hand is, How arewe asa
community and as individuals going to con-
front actions which encourage divisiveness,
hostility, and prejudice?

We must draw the line between freedom of
speech and outright aggression. Actions such
as these have been known to be thefirstin a
seriesof actionsthat leadtoviolence. If weare
to be on guard these daysfor possible terror-
ism in our country and violence within our
schools, thenwemust al so stop hatred and ag-
gressionatthefirst opportunity inall situations.

TheGoodland policedid anexcellentjob of
helpingto cleanuptheoffensiveliteraturebut
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treated, and his guests, including some big-
time gambling figures, nodded in agreement.

Onetheory about thetiming of Rose'spush
isthat after nextyear, he' Il nolonger beeligible
for the regular ballot, voted by the baseball
writers. Instead, hiscasewould beturned over
totheveteran’ scommittee, whichincludeshall
membersand historians.

The thinking is the sports writers will be
more sympathetic, though you couldn’t tell
that by reading the columnsthisweek.

Hissupportersargue simply that Pete Rose
deservestobeinthehall becauseof hisaccom-
plishments.

Hisdetractorssay heneedstocometoterms
with hisgambling addition and withthetruth,
something that seemsto behard for Rose.

In hisbook, hereportedly admitsgambling
whilehemanaged the Cincinnati Reds, but not
as aplayer. He claims he never bet from the
clubhouseand never bet against hisownteam.

But those who know the investigation say

from our
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toour knowledgethoseresponsiblewerenever
caught.

It might have beenindividual sfrom out-of -
townwhobroughtthisliteratureintoGoodland
asaresponsetotheearlier editorial.

Moreworrisome, isthisoffensiveliterature,
might have been distributed by individuals
fromour ownareal Actionslikethisareathreat
to our community and the potential growth of
our economy. (Imagineif aRealtor, showing
ahousetoaprospectiveresident, foundthison
thelawn!)

Wemust take an immediate stand when ac-
tionslikethisoccur. Thefirst stepistopublicly
denounce actionsinspired by hate and preju-
dice. Wemust verbally denouncetheseactions
toour friendsand families.

Wemust continually examineourselves,and
our own actions to make sure we model the
example of community and acceptanceto all
which we want shown to ourselves and our
ownfamilies.

Kristin Grayson,

CrisLovington

Goodland

TotheEditor:

On behalf of the American Heart Associa-
tionl wouldliketothank thecitizensof Good-
land for hel ping makethisyear’s Cardiac Ar-
rest event such a success. The event raised

otherwise. Fellow playerssay hedid placebets
from the clubhouse. Former Commissioner
Fay Vincent, who helped conduct theinvesti-
gation, says Rose hasnot yet comeclean.

“Peteneedstotell thewholetruth,” Vincent
said, “andhe’sonlytoldhalf of it.... Theshame
of itiswhat agreat ballplayer Pete Rose was,
but what amiserablehumanbeing heis. | read
theexcerptsof thisbook and |1 don’t think many
peoplearegoingto buy it.

“Thereareno heroesinthisPete Rosestory.
It'slikelooking under arock, and seeing noth-
ing but maggots.”

Many hall members and veteran players
agree with Vincent. “ Pete Rose is history,”
pitcher Bob Feller isreported assaying.

So Roseislikely to remain on the short list
(19players) declared” permanently ineligible”
by professional baseball.

He' snotinbad company there. ShoelessJoe
Simpson, star of the Black Sox team, had a.356
lifetimebatting average, but hecan't beinthe
hall. Landisbanned him.

Not even aKevin Costner movie (Field of
Dreams) could rehabilitate Simpson’s fallen
star.

Someday, they’ Il makeamovieabout Char-
lieHustle, butit' [l behardto makehimahero.

discrimination

nearly $5,000 to benefit the American Heart
Association and help in the fight against the
Nation’sNumber OneKiller — Cardiovascu-
lar Disease and Stroke.

TheAmericanHeart Association hasfundeo
nearly $2 billion in cardiovascular research
since1949. Thanksto suchfundraising efforts
asCardiacArrest, theAmerican Heart Associa-
tion hasdevel oped useful educational programs
targeted toward all agesin order to teach them
how to combat heart and blood vessel diseases

| would like to thank the following people
and busi nesseswho hel ped makethissuccess-
ful event possible:

Parole Board: Kim Adolf, First National
Bank; Eric Berens, Wal-Mart Supercenter;
Barbara Disney, Sherman County Sheriffs
Dept.; Susan Doke, The Insurance Agency;
Linda Enfield, Grant Junior High; Yvonne
Koehler, North Elementary School; Debbie
Smith, Prairieland Animal Clinic; Dedra
Smith, PizzaHut; SheilaSmith, TheGoodlanc
Star News; Monica Stramel, Peoples State
Bank; Lynn Swayne; Sandy Trachsel, Good-
landActivitiesCenter; Terry Twombly, Good-
land Regional Medical Center; and Sheile
Walz, Klip N’ Kurl Salon.

High Bail Raiser, Jeana Roe. Judge, Steve
Evert. Ron Pickman, City of Goodland; Rich-
ard Vasguez, Coca-Cola of Goodland; Mike
Brannick, Taco John’s; Michelle Cooper,
Gambino’s; and The Goodland Sar News.

Again, thank youtothecitizensof Goodland
for your support of theAmerican Heart Asso-
ciation. We'refighting for your life!

Randall C. Braden

Regional Director

Topeka
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