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Former intern runs for state senate seat

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News
A Goodland manisset totakeon
incumbent Stan Clark for the Kan-
sas Senate seat for District 40, and

through Thursday and6a.m.-5p.m.
on Friday.

Rasureinvitesall to cometo his
officefor freecoffeeinthemorning
and to contact him any timeto ask

heisaskingfor al thehelp
he can get. ,f

Dan Rasure, a 2001
Goodland High School
graduate and son of Kevin
and Christie Rasure, has
thrown his hat in the ring
with the goal of ensuring
the survival of western
Kansas. But he admits he
can'tdoit alone.

“Thiselection’sanuphill battle,”
Rasuresaid.“I’ll needalot of effort,
peopl eto put up signsand knock on
doors.”

Rasure’s campaign office will
openMonday at 1011 Mainandwill
beopenfrom6am.-8p.m. Monday

Rasure

questions. His office
phone number is 890-
VOTE.

Themostimportantis-
/| sues, Rasure said, are
economic development
and thesurvival of west-
ern Kansas.

“We need to pass our
valuestothenext genera-
tion,” he said. “If we
don’t have the numbers here, we
|osethat opportunity.”

Important to the survival and
growth of thearea, hesaid, arehos-
pitalsand schools.

Many towns in the district, like
Tribuneand Brewster, Rasuresaid,

Final payments
madeon projects

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Final payments were approved
ontwoairport projectsMonday, and
the city commission approved en-
gineering design contracts for the
airport crosswind runway lighting
and the brick intersection replace-
ment proj ects.

Followingthejoint meetingwith
the Sherman County commission-
ersthe city commission held their
regular meeting and approved pay-
ments to Evans Bierly, Hutchison
andAssociatesfor costsinvolvedin
the Renner Field property acquisi-
tion project and the asphalt crack
repair and slurry sealing project.

Theproperty acquisitionwasfor
and additional environmental study
that was required as part of the 2.2
acres of land the city had to pur-
chase. The study cost $1,320, and
DarinNeufeld of EBH said thecity
would bereimbursedfor 90 percent
of thecost throughthe Federal Avia-
tion Administration.

On the crack repair and slurry
sealing project Neufeld said this
wasthefinal payment. Thecity ap-
proved paying $5,247 to EBH
which bringsthe total engineering
cost to $23,000.

The commissioners approved a
request for payment from the Kan-
sas Department of Transportation
for $9,857 for the state’ spart of the
crack repair and slurry seal project.
Thetotal project cost $189,800, and
thestatehad agreedto pay $139,000
or 75 percent of the project cost.
Thisisthefinal amounttoberepaid
by the state.

Engineering design and con-
struction service contracts were
approved by thecommissionforthe
upcoming project to put runway
lightsonthecrosswindrunway and
taxiway. The total project is esti-
mated at $170,000 with the state
transportation department provid-
ingagrantfor 75 percent of thecost.
The city total cost will be about
$55,000 and will include the engi-
neering costs.

The contract with EBH is for
$12,500inengineeringdesigncosts
and amaximum of $22,000 for en-
gineering construction costs.
Neufeld said the project should be
an add on to the current project
which will replace the runway and
taxiway lights on the main north-
south runway this spring.

The commission approved an
engineering contract with EBH for
thedesignand constructionwork on
the replacement of the brick inter-
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sectionsat 11thand 12thand Main.
This project is estimated to total
$412,350 with the city putting in
$230,000 because the state grant
will not pay for the storm sewer
work to be done at the 12th street
intersection.

Engineering design costsfor the
twointersectionswill cost $34,000,
andtheconstructionservicesareto
be no more than $58,000. Neufeld
said he believed the construction
service will be less than $20,000,
unless they run into unexpected
problems. He said the engineering
costsincludethe storm sewer.

Commissioner Dean Blume
asked if there was a specific dead-
line for having this project com-
pleted. Neufeld said there was not
aspecific date, and that the timing
will beworked out with the down-
townrevitalizationgrouptobeable
tousethebrick intersectionsasthe
publicmatchfor thegrant program.

| have not heard the specifics
from the downtown group, but |
understand they did not get there-
sponsethey neededto dothewhole
project, Neufeld said.

In other business the commis-
sion:

* Approved an ordinance estab-
lishingthepolicy andratesfor com-
mercial security lights. Thecity will
install security lightsincommercial
applications, andwill charge$7 per
month for a 100 watt light; $14 a
month for a250 watt light and $32
amonth for a1,000 watt light.

Pickmansaidthisistoimplement
the policy the commission ap-
proved last year, and statesthat the
city will notinstall security lightson
private property, but will only in-
stall thoseincommercial situations
when aproperty owner requests.

* ReappointedHarold Gillihanto
the Goodland Housing Authority
for afour-year term.

* Reappointed Sharon Mann and
Tony Kafkato the Goodland Cem-
etery Board for three-year terms.

* Approved Payment of billsto-
taling $454,551.

Thenext city commission meet-
ingwill be5 p.m. on Monday, Feb.
2, in the commission room on the
second floor of the administration
building 204 W. 11th.

High Plains Roosters’
would like to
THANK all the
print sponsors,
volunteers, prize
donors and those of
you who supported
the auction and the
gun drawing.
THANK YOU for
attending and sup-
porting our 4th
Annual Banquet.
This money will be
used for youth,
conservation and
habitat programs.

depend on their schools for sur-
vival. If they losetheir schools, he
said, they lose their reason for
peopletolivethere.

Healthcare is also important to
thearea'ssurvival, hesaid.

“Northwest Kansashasoneof the
largest numbers of aging,” Rasure
said. “We need to make sure we
have enough doctors and nursesto
take care of them to keep them
here.”

Also, he said, young families
won't want to move to an area
wherethereisno hospital .

Rasure, who served as an intern
for four months for Congressman
Jerry Moran and for a summer for
U.S. Senator Sam Brownback, said
he returned to Goodland from
Washington to make western Kan-
sas his home and to represent the
area.

Rasure doesn’t expect hisrepre-
sentationto stop at maintainingthe
current state of the area.

“I do see growth,” he said. “I
wouldn’t be back hereif | didn’t
believeinwestern Kansas.”

Rasureblamesthestatefor many
of thearea' sproblems, for neglect-
ing western Kansas.

“Topeka has done well taking
care of themselves,” he said. “We
havefewer onwelfare, but thecosts
still goup.”

Getting ones who should be
working off welfare is important,
Rasure said, but so isreducing the
administration costsin Topeka.

“| think government works best
onthelocal level,” hesaid. “ It gets
more scrutiny.

We seeit on aday-to-day basis.
The statetakes away fromthat.”

And he said the state’s money

management has left cities and
counties high and dry. Many cities
and counties are on araise freeze,
hesaid, becauseof statemoney that
waspromised that wastaken away.

Rasuresaid hewill bring hiswork
ethicfromhel pinghisparentsat the
lumber yardto Topekaand put it to
work for western Kansas.

Rasure said he also takes to the
jobthethingshelearned about gov-
ernment operationsin Washington
and what helearned from Moran.

“Jerry Moranisagreat teacher on
howtotreat Kansans,” Rasuresaid.
“Withhim, what you seeiswhat you
get. He'snot atypical politician.”

Asfor hisopponent, Rasuresaid
Clark has failed education and
doesn’t have the personality to
bring economic development to
western Kansas.

“1feel hehasn't comethroughon

education,” Rasuresaid. “Hevotes
on appropriations, but that'sjust
political move.”

Economic development isgoing
to take someone who gets along
withtherest of thesenators, Rasure
said.

“That’s Stan Clark’s biggest
weakness,” Rasure said, “hisrela-
tionship with other senators.”

Rasure, out of high school for not
quite three years, said some might
view his age as his biggest weak-
ness, but he seesit asan advantage.

“Some might view my age as &
disadvantage,” hesaid, “but it will
attract alot of attention. Itwill make
me stand out.”

Rasuresaid healwaysthought of
politics as a second career, and af-
tertalkingtoothers, heisnow ready
to takethisopportunity.
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Joey Snethen of the city’s water department looked for water
leaks as a co-worker watch for cave-ins Tuesday morning un-

der 17th Street, between Clark and Broadway Avenues. Two

separate leaks were found and repaired.
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Future water, sewer system needs reviewed

CITY, from Page 1

He said the city boom truck has
developed a problem which is a
safety issue and it needs to be re-
placed.

“1 seesomeheadachesinfront of
us,” Pickman said.

Pickman said the city park crew
is suggesting that they could help
putinasprinkler systeminthecity
parks, and are going to shape the
edgesof Gulick Park toimprovethe
looksand thedrainage.

Hesaid they will get abid onthe
parts for sprinkler system for all

three parks, and if the priceisrea-
sonable they will recommend the
purchase with the idea the parks
crew caninstall thesystemoverthe
next year or two.

He said the estimated cost for
Gulick is $6,900, $13,000 for
Steever and $5,000 for Chambers.

“We have excellent workersand
itisgreat to have them bringing us
cost savingideas,” Pickman said.

Commissioner DeanBlumesaid
he was glad to hear about the city
workersideas.

Billinger asked about the swim-
ming pool problem and what was
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happening.

Pickman said the contractor and
thepool installer are arguing about
who'sfaultitis.

“We are trying to get an agree-
ment, but if we don’t get it done
soon we will have to go to media-
tiononthis,” Pickman said.

Neufeld wasasked about the sta-
tusof Pioneer Park, and hesaid the
plans are in Topeka for final ap-
proval. Hesaid hewasrecently no-
tified by the Division of Water Re-
sourcesthat they needed to review
theplans.

“Wewill beready togoouttobid
assoonastheplanscomeback from
Topeka,” Neufeld said.

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our office at (785) 899-2338to re-
porterrors. Wewant tokeepanac-
curate record and appreciate you
calling to our attention any failure
toliveupto thisstandard.
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Nance Munderloh

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
State of Kansas High School Diploma
Available for Adults Age 18 and Over!

WHAT: FASTRACK G.E.D. Program

WHERE: H.F Davis Library Lower Level
CCC campus

WHEN: Tuesday & Wednesday
7:00-10:00 p.m.

( Classes begin February 3 and finish March 24, 2004)

Instruction in Math, Language Arts, Science,
Social Studies, Writing and Test-taking Skills.

For more information or to enroll contact

at (785) 462-4663.

There is no charge for this program!

or Joyce Washburn




