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from our viewpoint...

We've got to make
the trip to Mars

On toMars!

It'sabout time.

The exploration of space has moved hardly at all in the
three and a half decades since Neil Armstrong set foot on
the moon.

Now President Bush saysit’stimeto pushforward, totalk
about amanned missionto Mars.

Yes, it'll cost billions.

Yes, thebudget isalready inthered.

And, yes, we' vegot to go.

Why, somewill ask?

Asmuchasanything, toadvancethecauseof knowledge.

Research to advance the space program brought us cal-
culatorsanddigital devicesof all sorts, mini-computersand
el ectroniccameras, all manner of advanceswhichmakeev-
eryday lifesomuchricher.

Thesecreated whol enew industriesin manufacturing and
serviceswhich help drivetheworld economy.

Theknowledge necessary to get to the moon brought ad-
vancesinmedi cine, engineering, psychology and business.
Themoney may have been spent to boost afew mento that
nearby neighbor, but it bought alot morethan ashort vaca-
tionfor afew guys.

Big projectsoften pay big dividends.

Sofar, there’sno gold or treasureto show from moon ex-
ploration, of course. No diamonds, not secret formulas, no
oil or energy.

But the benefits of going, the knowledge obtained along
theway, those makethe effort worthwhile.

Andif manisgoingtopressoninto space, it’ll havetobe
the United Statesthat |eadstheway. We arethe only power
with thewealth and manpower to mount thiseffort.

We can, and should, include the rest of the world in our
plans. Thedaysof thespaceracearelonggone. Thereisno
oneleft to compete with.

Sowhy notjoinhandswithour friends, tapthebrain power
of the world's leading thinkers and mount one human ef-
fort for space exploration.

There' snodoubtwe |l beabletoreachMars, stoppingfirst
to build abase on our moon. Thegoal isattainable, if diffi-
cult.

Beyondthat?

Whoknows?Theonly thingthat’scertainisthat we'll go.

That’sthecentral truth. Humansareexplorers. Weaways
havepushed theenvel opeof knowledge, sailing off intothe
uncharted sea, pushing into theinterior wilderness, study-
ing theunknown stars.

To stay earthbound would beto deny our heritage.

Wecan't.

We haveto explore.

The effort will be rewarded with knowledge and riches
beyond belief.

And now wearetaking the next logical step.

OntoMars! —Steve Haynes
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Wish | could have gone to Tunisia

| won'tsay | wasenvious. That soundsso petty.

Petty, yes. True, absolutely.

BackinAugust, Stevegot aninvitetogowith
agroup of publishersto Tunisia.

Themanorganizingthetripisfromlowa, but
heknowsamaninWashingtonwhoworksfor
several small Arab countries.

Theseplaceswouldliketo seemoreAmeri-
cantouristdollarsflowingintotheir small cor-
ners of the world and, oh yes, if we could in-
fluence the State Department, that would be
nice, too.

The man from lowa pointed out that since
TunisiaisaMoslem country, hewasonly in-
viting male publishers.

Stevewas hesitant, but | told him hewould
becrazy to turn downtheinvitation.

Thelast bunchof Americanstoget afreetrip
to Tunisiafound themsel vesfighting the Ger-
mans outside Tunis, the capita city.

Thetour was supposed to take place around

cynthia
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® Open season

Thanksgiving, but thecontact said that timing
wasn’t astrong point onthesetrips.

Thanksgiving cameandwent, andtherewas
nocall. Thenaround Christmas, thecall came.
Thetripwason. Could Steveleaveon Jan. 10
from Washington or New York?

Sure, but which?

Severa e-mailsand phonecallslater, itwas
decided the jumping-off point was Washing-
ton. ThejournaistswouldbeflyingAir France
and, ohyes, the publisher from lowawastak-
ing hiswife.

Now, | likethesefolks, and hewas doing a
lot of work to set thiswholething up. | had no

reason to complain or bemoan. Hewasgiving
Steve agolden opportunity.

But | wassojealous| couldn’t sleepfor two
nights. | made Steve'slifemiserabl efor about
aweek. Then | mostly got over it.

| put Steveontheplanein Denver that would
take him to Washington and returned home.
Afterall, | hadalottodoandnow | had noman
under my feet to get in my way.

Of course, therewasno mantofeedthedog,
dothelaundry or helpwith all those hundreds
of other choresthat Steve does every week. |
wasbusy. Very busy.

| also took a day off to visit my mother in
Concordia. Mom confided shehad had the 24-
hour stomach bug the day before.

Thenextday, | reaized | had brought Mom’s
bug homewith me.

Now, that'sjust not fair. Steve goes travel-
ingand | get Montezuma srevenge.

If | weren't somiserable, I'd get him.

No one likes to be conned

Nooneliketoadmitthey’ vebeenconned by
an embezzler. Banks and borkerages, espe-
cialy,will gotoamostany lengthtosweepthis
crimeunder therug.

It looks bad when people find out that one
of theloanofficershasbeentappingthetill. It's
worsewhen astockbroker hasbeen accessing
thecustomers' accounts.

It happensall thetime, but few embezzlers
areactually prosecuted, and that’sashame. If
more of them went to jail, it might cut down
onthispeculiar whitecollar crime.

The board of the Kansas PressAssociation
had mixed emotionslast year whentheaccoun-
tants told them their executive director had
been “loaning” himself money from associa-
tion accounts.

Theremay havebeensomesympathy atfirst,
but by the time the final total had rolled in at
$117,000in alleged misappropriations, there
was not atear to be shed for the group’s ex-
leader.

The board voted to turn the case over to the
policeanddistrict attorney, and morepower to
them. It was embarrassing to be sure to have
toadmitithad happened ontheir watch, butthe
members had the courageto act.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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® along the sappa

Let mesay upfront, | haveno sympathy for
embezzlers. My father’s law partner cleaned
out the firm’s accounts, leaving dad with a
stack of billsand an empty checkbook.

The fellow went to court and promised to
makerestitution, givingup hislicenseto prac-
ticelaw. He never did repay mom everything
heowed, though. Last timel hear, hewasacity
officialsin an unnamed Midwestern town.

Dad had astrokeacoupleof yearslater, and
Mom always blamed the financial mess for
putting himinanearly graveat 55.

My dislikefor embezzlersrunsdeep.

You' d think more people would be angry
whenthey find out, but oddly enough, thefirst
impulseoftenistofeel sorry of thethief.

That’s because embezzlers are likable
people. Wewouldn'’ttrust themwith thecheck-
book or the bank bag unless we thought they
wereniceguys.

That’s what makes embezzlement such a
rotten, despicable crime.

where to write

A stickupmanwalksin, pointsagunat you,
tellsyoutofork overthemoney or he'll kill you.
That'srelatively straightforward.

Anembezzler smiles, shakesyour hand, asks
about thewifeand kids. And steal severything
he can get hishandson.

Some are cynical thieves. Others are weak
to temptation, pressed by financial needs, ex-
pensivehabitsandweak morals, perhaps. None
has much integrity or moral fiber.

Niceguysindeed. Onel know of,, when con-
fronted, reportedly looked at the assembled
accuserssaid, “Why areyoudoingthistome?”’

Andthereweresomeamongthevictimswho
felt sorry for him.

Not me. | felt sorry for the people who had
donated themoney hestole, totheboard mem:-
bers who had trusted him, to the customers
who'’saccounts he may have pilfered. But not
for him.

AsaChristian, | wouldn't presumeto judge
any human soul. We'redll sinners, and |’ d pray
for our redemption, all of us. But whether you
seeit asweaknessor deceit, or both, you can't
condone stealing, lying and weaseling.

It’sarotten crime, onethat deservestowind
up in court, on thefront page, in aprison cell,
because the more embezzlers we let go, the
moreweak soulswill try it.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612,
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612,
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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