By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

A Sherman County teen-ager has
spent thefirst half of her sophomore
year recoveringfromacar accident,
but sheand her family aren’t think-
ing about what she’slost but about
how good they haveit.

Lacey Ridder was on the way
homefromthefirst day of
her sophomoreyear Mon-
day,Aug. 25, withhersis-
ter Tehnee, 13, inthepas-
senger seat, when shelost
control of her Jimmy and
rolledit.

Lacey suffered a neck
injury and was flown to
Children’s Hospital in
Denver, while Tehnee
had no serious injuries.
Both were wearing seatbelts, their
mother Cindy Ridder said; the cab
was crushed on Lacey’sside.

The Jimmy rolled once, Cindy
said, and landed on its wheels and
kept going across afield. Lacey
couldn’t stop the Jimmy, Cindy
said; she had to tell Tehnee how to
stopit.

Doctorsdon’tknow how Lacey’s
fractured C-7 didn’t sever her spi-
nal column, Cindy said; she
couldn’t move.

“1"'m glad the farmer who came
alongknew nottomoveher,” Cindy
said. “I think she would be para-
lyzedif hehad.

“They'retelling usit’'samiracle
that she'swalking.”

Lacey doesn’'t remember what
causedtheaccident, Cindy said, but
it was probably loose gravel.

Eventhough L acey wasn'tableto
move after the immy rolled, she
wasn’t worried about herself.

“Atthetime, | wasmoreworried
about Tehnee,” shesaid.

The accident happened on
County Road 25 about seven miles
north of Edson, and it took the am-

Ridder

bulance and rescue workers extra
time to get there because the first
dispatch sent themto County Road
5 north of Kanorado. The problem
wascaused partialy by staticonthe
first cell phone call, Mary
Messamore, head of county dis-
patch, said.

“It was our newest dispatcher,”
Messamore said, “and it
washisfirst majorincident
call. Hegot sort of excited.
He was having trouble
hearing the person calling
in, a Cheyenne County
fireman who was on the
scene, and herepeated the
locationonRoad 5andthe
personsaidit wasright.”

Children’s Hospital
flew their own planein,
Cindy said, and flew Lacey to the
airportin Denver andthentook her
tothe hospital inahelicopter.

Since that wasn’t a fun ride,
L acey wantsanother helicoptertrip.
Now L acey saysshewantstogetin
ahelicopter so shecanlook out the
windows, Cindy said.

She was conscious the whole
time, Cindy said, but | don’t think
sheremembersalot. Shewason a
straight board all theway to Denver,
Cindy said, which wasuncomfort-
able. They put her onmedicationfor
pain, Cindy said.

Lacey was in surgery for six
hours, Cindy said, withthedoctors
going in through the front and the
back to put in hardwareto hold her
neck together. Her C-7 was shat-
tered, Cindy said, and doctorsused
her bonefragments, and somefrom
acadaver, in acageto hold it to-
gether.

Thedoctorsdidn’t know what to
expect, Cindy said. Lacey wasin
bed over aweek, Cindy said, before
she started to get much movement
back. At first doctors didn’t know
whether or not she would walk,
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Sophomore thinks about the g

While Lacey Ridder and her
family have worked toward get-
ting her back toanormal lifefol-
lowing her car accident onthefirst
day of her sophomore year, they
have not been left alone in their
struggles.

Several organizationshavehad
fund-raiserstohelplifttheir finan-
cial burden, among them have
been the Girls Athletic Associa-
tionandthe Goodland school dis-
trict.

Don Smith, a teacher at
Goodland High School, said the
district has had a fund-raiser the
past twoyearsto help district em-
ployeesin need. Theschool hasa
pancake feed each year to raise
money.

This year, Smith said, $1,200
wasdistributed to the Ridder and

Family not forgotten,
groups help out

Swager families. Harvey Swager,
high school principal, has had
cancer, butitisinremission. The
committee disperses some for
people in need, Smith said, and
keepssomein casesomeoneelse
hasaneed.

TheGirlsAthleticAssociation
baby-sat at the Nu Phi Mu Craft
Fair, association sponsor Connie
Livengood said, and raffled a
money treetoraisemoney tohelp
the Ridder family.

The 11 girls raised $250,
Livengood said.

The girls are Jordan Frazier,
Alisha McKee, May Davis,
Megan Leonard, Lisha Tedford,
Cortney Schields, Justine
Koehler, Janae McKee, Tomi
Windell, Jennifer Mentzer and
CierraAbbey.

Cindy said.

Therewerealot of prayer chains
at work, she said; it either bringsa
family closer together or it pullsit
apart.

The Ridder family pulled to-
gether. Cindy said her ol der daugh-
ter Amber didn't leave for college
inBoulder, Colo., until November,
so she was able to help until then.
Lacey’'s grandmother Donna
Ridder came up from L ecti to stay
with the family, Cindy said, and a
sister, BrendaHahn, helped with a
calling tree to keep everyone in-
formed of Lacey’s condition.

WhileLacey wasinthehospital,
the Ridders eagerly awaited any
signs of improvement. Every day

when something el semoved, Cindy
said, it wassomething to cel ebrate.

It wasthreeweeksafter the acci-
dent before she could move any-
thing on her left hand, Cindy said.

L acey began physical therapy in
the hospital and showed what she
was made of .

When the therapist came to the
hospital, Cindy said, Lacey didn’t
want to quit.

She wanted to keep improving,
Cindy said, and worked until she
nearly passed out.

Physical therapy was work,
Cindy said; it'samazing how much
effortit wasjust toget on her hands
and knees.

At first, Cindy said, she had to
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concentrate on everythingtowalk.
It waslikelearning all over, Cindy
said.

L acey’ sgetting out of the hospi-
tal didn’t mean smooth sailing for
theRidders.

L acey spent about amonthinthe
hospital, Cindy said, and when she
first got out, shewasn'tabletodoa
lot.

She had to build up to school a
littleat atime, Cindy said, and had
been going to Colby for occupa-
tional therapy and physical therapy.
It was hard on her to walk, Cindy
said; shehad to useawalker.

School’ sgoing pretty well, Lacey
said, but sheisstill not up to afull
day. Monday isafull day of therapy,
Cindy said, and she can’t do band
yet.

Lacey was playing a clarinet,
Cindy said, and needsboth handsto
doit. Shedoesn't havefull useof her
left hand, Cindy said; that’s why
therapy isstill going.

Turning her headtolook at differ-
ent chalkboards was tough, Cindy
said; Lacey had to wear aneck col-
lar until Dec. 19.

Lacey said her favorite subjects
aremathand science. Thosearethe
hardest to catch up in, Cindy said;
she has chemistry and Algebralll.
Shehasbeenlucky, Cindy said; her
teachers have been helpful with
catching up.

“Theschool’sbeengreat!” Cindy
said.

Lacey’s core classes will prob-
ably be caught up, Cindy said, and
now shewill beadding someof the
morefun classes.

“1"m pretty sureshe'll beableto
graduate with her class,” Cindy
said.

Lacey said she hasn’t been able
togoback tovocal yet becauseshe’s
still buildingup her classschedule,
and she will have to wait until she
hasmore use of her left handtore-

turn to computer applications.

Besides helping Lacey catch up
with her classes at Goodland High
School, people at the school anc
others have helped with the finan-
cial aspectsof Lacey’streatment.

Cindy said the family hasinsur-
anceandwouldnever beableto pay
otherwise. And money from fund-
raisershasreally comein handy.

GirlsAthletic Association had &
fund-raiser, Cindy said, and the
Knights of Columbus, the sopho-
more class and some church orga-
nizations.

That hel pswiththecost of taking
her to therapy, Cindy said. Lacey
was making two tripsto Colby per
week for therapy and tripsto Den-
ver.

She's through with the occupa-
tional therapist in Colby, Cindy
said, sincethereisonewho comes
totheschool.

She still has physical therapy
onceaweek, Cindy said.

Cindy, who works in the lunch
roomat Central Elementary Schoal,
hadtotakesometimeoff fromwork
to take Lacey to her appoi ntments
but isnow back at work full-time.

“Her dadisusing someof hissick
time to get her to Colby,” Cindy
said.

Lacey’s father, Roger Ridder,
works with fertilizer at Frontier
Equity Co-op, Cindy said, and
things have slowed down for him.

“Itworkedoutwell,” Cindy said.
“1 haven't had to giveup my job.”

Lacey said shewastired alot at
first but isn’t as much now. When
she'stired, Cindy said, there' snoth-
ing left.

But the Ridders have not been
lamenting their difficulties.

“1t makesyou take stock of what
you have,” Cindy said. “Many up
there (in the Denver hospital) are
worseoff. It makesyouthankful for
what you have.”

Issues at joint meeting include height restrictions

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Handling questionsabout height
restrictionswithintwo milesof the
Goodlandairport and having away
to have a say in what businesses
operate in the county were among
theissuesraised at Monday’sjoint
meeting of the Sherman County
commissioners and the city com-
mission.

City Manager Ron Pickman said
thereareacoupleof areaswherethe
city and county need to work to-
gether with one being a way to
maintain the height restrictions
withina10,000foot radiusfromthe
airport runways, and asecond was
to be able to prevent undesirable
businessesto openin the county.

“Weknow it istough to bring up
the‘Z’ word,” said Pickman, “but
there are some things we need to
addresstorespondtotheseissues.”

Pickman said thereisagrowing
movement to locate adult novelty
storesalongtheinterstates, andthat
neither thecity or county currently
hasaway to prohibit this.

“Weneedtodo something before
it happens,” Pickman said. “Again
this brings up the fact that the city
has zoning, but the county does
not.”

“Zoning issomething we have a
problem with,” said County Com-
missioner KevinRasure. “Wehave
had peopl etakeissuewithanything
like zoning in the county.”

“It is hard to explain to people
that zoning is a way to protect
people,” Pickman said. “1 am not
surewhat the county could do.

“Wehavebusinesslicensesinthe
city whichgivesusaway tohandle
thistype of problem.”

City Commissioner DeanBlume
said hefelt something neededtobe
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was re-elected treasurer and Patty
Eckhardt wasre-elected secretary.
Boardmember Harlan Housere-
portedtherehad beenanag commit-
teemeeting and they had di scussed
a number of things including the
possibility of a stone mill for or-
ganic wheat. He said there was
somediscussionof wind generation
andanyonewhoisinterestedinthis
should contact him.
Hesaidthecondition of old Hwy
24 wasdiscussed and hebelievesa
group needsto beput together togo
tothe state and get themto takethe
highway back and upgradetheroad.
Applegate said Leadership
Sherman County will be having
lunchwiththe Economic Devel op-
ment Council in March as part of

their program, and suggested that
the council pay for their dinner at
Gambino’sinconjunctionwiththe
next informal economic develop-
ment meeting.

“It would be good to have the
| eadership peoplebeour guest, and
it happensto bethesameday asour
nextinformal luncheonsowecould
get someideas from them on what
economic devel opment needsthey
seeaswell ashear ideasfromthose
who attend,” shesaid.

There were about 14 at the last
luncheon discussion on Jan. 13.

Attheend of theregular meeting
thecouncil wentintoclosed session
todiscussthepotential property ac-
quisition of aclient.

Thenext economicdevel opment
council meeting will be 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 17 at Western State Bank.
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in place beforethey haveto react.

“We need to work together on
this,” Commissioner Chuck L utters
agreed.

“We need to protect the entire
county and Kanorado,” Pickman
said, “and do it together or some-
body would surecomplain.”

Rasure said he had talked to
County Attorney Bonnie Selby
about this, but that she had not got-
ten back to him with any sugges-
tions.

“The'Z’ word seemsto be ahot
one,” Rasuresaid. “What are other
citiesdoing.”

Pickman said he was contacting
Abilene and another city which
have been facing the opening of
adult novelty storesto seehow hey
arehandlingit.

Another area which touches on
zoningistheairport height restric-
tionsPickman said.

He and Darin Neufeld of EBH
engineering showed the commis-
sioners amap of the area showing
thecirclearound the airport where
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion regulations require the city to
enforce height restrictions which
might interfere with pilots safely
landing and taking off fromtheair-
port.

“We can handle the restrictions
withinthecity,” Pickmansaid, “ but
we need to coordinate our efforts
outsidethecity limits.

“We would rather address these
problemsbeforethey get built, but
under the federal rulesit is some-
thingthat causeshardfeelingswhen
the person is told to take down or
move the structure which violates
the height restriction.”

Neufeld said it might be a good
ideafor the county to require any-
one wishing to build something
over 30 feet high to notify the
county or city to make sureit does
notinterferewiththeaviationregu-
lations.

“This would not be a permit on
thecounty side,” Neufeldsaid, “ but
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rather a notification process that
would help before it becomes a
problem.

“The feds can make someone
move or remove something that
violates the height restrictions
withintwo milesof the runways.”

Hesaidthe2milezoneiscritical
and thereisan inside circle which
has a 150 foot restriction. We al-
ready have six things that break
abovetheplane.”

“We need something to have
them contact the county up front,”
said County Commissioner Mitch
Tiede.

“ Seemsthe FAA hastheir own set
of rules,” Rasure said. “That *Z’
wordwouldhandleit, “ butthereare
probably other waysto handlethis.

“Maybe we could set up so that
anyone building within four miles
would let uslook at the height be-
forethey started.”

“If anyone messes with these
rules they have to answer to the
FAA,” Neufeld said.

“Itwouldbebetter totakecareof
theproblembeforeit starts,” Rasure
said.

Another issue Pickman brought
up was that the city sewage treat-
ment system has a minor problem
becausethecity doesnot ownall the
land wherethewater runs.

Neufeld said he had been re-
searching the land ownership and
discoveredthat thereisasection of
county land that runs between the

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
should befair andfactual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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two city piecesinthat area.

“Thecity hastoacquiretheprop-
ertytonotbeinviolation,” Neufeld
said. “Depending on what the city
doesinthefuturethat might change,
but we might have to have more
land than we presently do.”

Tiedeaskedif thecity wouldhave
to do any excavation ontheland.

“We don’t need to move any
dirt,” Neufeld said, “just that the
city needstoownit.”

“Wejustputitall intotheConser-
vation Reserve Program,” Tiede
said.

Neufeld and Pickman said they
thought the city would need to buy
about 54 acres.

Tiede thought the whole area
might be about 70 acres.

“We'll haveto think about that,”
Tiedesaid.

A city commissioner asked how
the trash and recycling programs
weredoing.

Commissioner DaveDanielssaid
the recent report on recycling
showed that Goodland had col-
lected 1,412 cubic yards last year
and were the top one in the East
Central Recycling group.

“We need to encouragetheuse,”
Blumesaid.

Heaskedif therehad beenanex-

pansionof therecycling programin
thepast year and Pickman sai d they
had added three newspaper contain-
ers.

OnthetrashserviceL utterssaid,
“Itisniceto haveastableservice.”

Rasuresaid the county wasl ook-
ing at abailer to handle solid waste
and recycle cardboard.

“Thisisalongtermproject,” Ra-
sure said. “We believe we can pay
foritovertimeout of thesolidwaste
fund without anincreaseinrates.

“Thiswill not happenover night,
but will take about two years.”

Pickman said it looked like the
budget woes were going to be
tougher againthisyear becausethe
statewastaking moremoney tobal -
ancethestate shortfall.

“Thestatehasdoneagoodjob of
not raising taxes,” Rasure said.
“They havejust takenit waysfrom
us.

“We need to look at ways we
might be able to streamline costs
between the city and county.”

It was agreed the joint session
wasagood idea, and both commis-
sions agreed they should do one at
least onaquarterly basisor possible
more often if there are specificis
sues that need to be addressec
quickly.
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Grad appears on soap

Tinker Keck, a 1995 Goodland High School
graduate, will appear as an undercover police
officer during Wednesday’ s epi sode of General

Theshow beginsat 1 p.m. Mountain Timeon
ABC. Keck will appear twice during the one-
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