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from our viewpoint...

Primaries begin fun
of political process

lowa and New Hampshire have opened the political primary
season and havegiven Mass. Sen. John Kerry thespotlight asthe
winner.

These are the opening round of the presidential nomination
pracesswhichwill continueuntil thenational conventionsinlate
summer, and then the stretch to the election in November.

It seemslike yesterday we were waiting for the United States
Supreme Court to settle the Florida el ection mess, and declare
George W. Bush thewinner — herewe go again.

TherearenineDemocratsvyingfor thehonor of facing Repub-
lic George Bush in the election, and today the pollswould indi-
cate none of the Dems have achance of winningin November.

Thepolitical optimist will hear that and say ‘ al ot of thingscan
happen in 10 months, and as the number of Dems thins out the
focuswill becomeclearer.’

For thosewho do not ponder the prosand consof thetwo-party
systemtheprimariesare something of acircus, takeup otherwise
importanttimefromtheir daily newsprogramsandinterrupt their
favorite programs.

Thisyear’selectionwill beabit morefreewheeling than those
of recent years because the Republicans have amassed so much
money they will not have to abide by the spending limits of the
federal election process and will not take any of the money the
taxpayers have been earmarking for these el ections.

Bush said hewill not takeany federal money, and hiswar chest
is bigger than any on record. Thisis the type of election that
spawned the federal election commission and the campaign fi-
nanceact to limit political spending.

Since thefederal election commission was created taxpayers
have been given the option of checking the box on their income
tax formto helpfund national elections. That seemsto havebeen
asuccessful strategy giving each side an equal share of the ear-
marked money for the el ection process.

One of the complaints citizens have about the two-party sys-
temisitisgearedto those who givethelargest donations. Those
insidetheparty circleknow ittakesal ot of money torunany state-
wide or national campaign. It isanever-ending process raising
the money, and trying to get the candidate’ s message and image
outtothevoters.

Theunfortunate part of the processwhich slidesby alargepor-
tionof thevoting populationisthat unlessthey areregistered asa
Democrat or Republican what happensin the primaries and the
national conventionsisout of their hands. No matter what party
you areamember of thefact you participateinthe processof se-
lecting the person whose name appears on the ballot gives you
theright to cheer or complain about the outcome.

Paliticsistheinteraction of peoplewithalikeset of beliefs, and
the objectiveisto select the“ best” person to represent those be-
liefsinthe election. Each party will try to display their set of be-
liefsinthebest light and attempt to convinceenough of thosewho
areoutsidetheparty tojoininelecting their person because heis
the best oneto lead the country.

Theprocesshasleft thestarting gate, and thereistimefor those
onthesidelinestogetintotheaction. Whilewewatchthenational
process unfold it isgood to remember there are similar political
processeson amorelocal basiswhich deserve attention and par-
ticipation. — Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association

Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association

National Newspaper Association

e-mail: star-news@nwkansas.com

E_‘_}LE Ry
Tom Betz, Editor 1 'ZE@
Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor 55 saggenin?
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Greg E. Stover, Reporter/Sports Editor

Doug Jackson, Advertising Coordinator
Bill Wagoner, Anne Hamilton, Jennifer Arntt Adv. Sales

Sheila Smith, Office Manager

B

Steve Haynes, President
2004

ASSOCIATI
MEMBLER

COLORADO

PRESS

SSOCIATION

Nor’west Press

Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Mary Jo Tapparo Johanna Knuth Lana Westfahl

L&
. nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services
(nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Published every Tuesday and Friday except the days observed for New
Year'sDay and ChristmasDay, at 1205 MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Good-
land, Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send addresschangesto TheGoodland Star-News, 1205
MainAve., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: star-news@nw-
kansas.com. Advertising questions can be sent to: goodlandads@nwkan-
sas.com

TheGoodland Star-Newsassumesnoliability for mistakesor omissions
in advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three
months, $20; six months, $38; 12 months, $72. Out of area, weekly mailing
of twoissues: three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $30. Mailed
individually eachday: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

Incorporating:

The Goodland Daily News

1932-2003

The Sherman THE S‘,’”M“‘N. county
County Herald Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

opinion

W

LIVE!

%4 6]%5) Torexa (amL-douguaL

DUDE...

N RECORD OF
THEIR POSITIONS
ON THE 2002
KANSAS
TAX INCREASES P

PLAY IT BACKWARDS
THEIR POSITIONS ON

YEAH...
AND IF YOU

YOU CAN HEAR

TAX INCREASES
FOR 2004)

\{

Book, popcorn perfect for enjoying snow

| don’t know about you, but before Christ-
mas, wherel live, thegroundwascoveredwith
snow.

It seemed early for so much snow, but farm-
erswerethrilled to have the moisturefor next
year’ swheat crop.

For aday or so, quite afew peoplewerein-
convenienced, someactivitieswerecancelled,
someparentsand grandparentsworried. Shop-
keepers bemoaned their holiday sales|osses,
but, truth betold, theworld really didn’t stop
turning.

It was a beautiful snow — exceptional for
Kansas — as there was no wind with it. |
wanted to pretend that | was snowed in, abso-
lutely unable to get out to interact with the
world.

| thought a good book and some popcorn
wouldmakethewinter scenejust perfect - from
the warmth of my easy chair. The electricity
didn’'t go off; the world seemed somehow
hushed. A goodtimetocommunewiththeCre-
ator of it all.
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But of coursethere are other people — the
ambitious, thesnow-lovers, who can'twaitto
get outside and provetheir mastery of nature.
They get cabinfever atjust thesuggestionthey
can’'thopintheir vehiclesandleavehome. So
they areout shoveling, being thefirst to make
atrack in the beautiful snow God provided.
Too many were just wanting to escape the
house, not necessarily get out toenjoy thesnow
with their children.

| remember enjoying snow when | was
small.

My dad (AlferdVernonGotchall) anduncles
would build a sled about six-feet long (evi-
dently never saved, becauseweawayshadto
build anew one every winter).

Thenadultsand kidsalikewould taketurns
pilingonthesled, and wewould be pulled be-
hind the car through the streets of our little
town. My dad always insisted on driving; he
knew hewould not bereckless.

A good time was had by all, and there was
no fear of auto insurance claims, lawsuits, or
government restrictions. Thosethingshapper
when people don’t act responsively and/or
want to blame others for their inattention or
immaturity.

OneyearinColorado Springs, | wasdiscour-
aged by the numerous snowfalls. | waswork-
ing out of the home, so had to get out and join
thecraziesontheslick roads. | commentedto
a chaplain friend of mine (Col. Charles
Hadlock): “Wouldn'tit begreat if God could
arrange it so that snow only fell where there
weren't roadsand streets?’

Hemerely smiled andreplied: “Hedid.”

Think about it.

Flying coach Is not pleasant experience

Maybe every adventure these days has to
beginintheback of thecoach cabinof anover-
crowded 777.

| cantell you, it'snot very romantic.

They have taken al the “leg room” out of
coach, andthey’ vestarted shaving away thelap
room. And planes are full of boorish people
who think it's still OK to lean back and drop
your seat into the next person’slap.

| am writing thiswith the keyboard resting
onmy chest sol can seethescreen of my com-
puter. The woman ahead of meisreading a
trashy novel and probably had no idea the
havoc sheiscausing back here.

I know, there are some who would lose no
deepif | could not write, but wherethereisa
will, thereisaway.

The airlineswon’t let me bring anything
sharp on board, and it would be bad form to
pour my sodadown her back. Sol will takemy
revengeout inprint.

She'll never see this column, but if she
should, she’'d have a hard time proving any-
thing. In Kansas, truth is an absolute defense
for charges of libel or defamation, although |
think | amover Virginiaright now. | can't see
out thewindow, so I’ m not sure.

where to write
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® along the sappa

Thewomantomy right wearsamask to pro-
tect her from germsand spends her timeread-
ing New Agereligioustracts. Onetells about
converting the Jews of Palestine. Sheisread-
ing the Bible right now, but she seems pleas-
ant enough. | read the Bibl e, too, sometimes.

With new security, weare strappedinto our
seatswhileweapproach Washington. Thereis
so little room in coach that it would be diffi-
cult to stage an uprising.

Thisairline, which shall remain nameless,
but whoseinitialsare UAL, has made dimin-
ishment of theairline experiencean art form.

Timewaswhenflyingwasanadventureea-
gerly awaited. Today it moreto be endured.

And United hasdriven thelast nail into the
coffin of that great oxymoron, airlinefood.

Overtheyears, theairlinemeal shrank from
alunch onatray to asandwich toasnack con-
tainedinatiny box. Still, thesnack usually was

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 L ongworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail .house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767

edible and nourishing, perhaps a small sand-
wich and somefruit, with acookie.

Such opulence is athing of the past. Free
snacksconsi st of tiny pouchesof tiny pretzels,
or somesuch. If youwant abox lunch, it's$10,
cash or credit card.

Andthismay behardtobelieve, but thequal -
ity isactually worsethan theformer freesnack.
My sandwich, supposedly prepared by a na-
tional chain restaurant, included stale bread,
soggy bacon and tastel ess cheese.

Itisplastic food at it’s finest, atriumph of
airlineingenuity. Whowould havethought they
could not only make the food worse, but start
chargingyouforit?

Why am | complaining? | can type by con-
tortingmyself, | canthrow thestal ebread away,
| will smileat thecabinattendant when sheasks
me how my flight was.

Totell her the truth risks an encounter with
security.

| will change planesat Dulles, leavingthere
onAir France. You know how the French feel
about their food, their wine and their service.

So | remember once again why | do not like
tofly United.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-Newsencouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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