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from our viewpoint...

Iraqi violence shows
true colors of killing

Thelatest bombingsinIragshow thetruecolorsof thekill-
ingintheMideast.

TwomendressedasMoslemclerics, or ministers, walked
into the officesof two Kurdish political partiesinirbil. The
suicide bomberstook advantage of crowds cel ebrating the
Feast of Sacrifice,aMuslimholiday that recallsAbraham’s
sacrifice.

At least 56 people died and more than 236 were hurt in
thisviciouskilling. Whilethewire servicesfocused onthe
fact the Kurdish parties are strong allies of the Americans,
that’shardly important.

Nearly 300 humanbeingswerekilled or maimedinanin-
stant that only symbolizesthe violencein Irag. Thousands
of Iragishavedied, far morethanthe523Americansoldiers
killed sinceMarch.

It'sasif someonedressed asaCatholic priest had entered
a Christmas party at Republican headquartersin Topeka,
then blown the placeto bits. It makesthat much sense, but
hate runsdeepinthe Cradleof Civilization.

Maybe the bombers really were Islamic clergy. Maybe
they wereimpostorstaking advantageof theholiday mood.
What difference doesit make?

Theviolencetellsusalot.

Ittellsusthat if wearedoing something, anything, tobring
peace and freedomto Irag, then our causeisjust.

Ittellsustheenemiesof peaceand freedomwill gotoany
lengthto stop not just us, but anyonewho opposesthem. The
Kurds, remember, areapersecuted minority, a“ thirdwheel”
inacountry wherethetwo largest sectscan’t get along.

Ittellsusthisisn’t going to get any easier, that thekilling
and bombing won't stop anytime soon. If we are going to
helplraghaveastableandfair government, wemight aswell
start now.

It tellsusthereisacertain amount of desperation among
our foesthat they would be willing to take thiskind of ac-
tion.

Ittellsuswewill haveto bestrongto pushthiswar through
tothekind of conclusionthat it deserves.

Thetruthis, whatever our government’smotivesor flaws,
we' vedonetheworldand Iragafavor by getting rid of Sad-
dam Hussein. Now we have to get on with replacing him
with something better.

Evenafter our troopsleave, therewill beviolenceinlrag.
You have only to read the Bible to know that someone has
been fighting someonein thisland since the dawn of time.
[t won't stop anytime soon.

But remember, our forceswerehailed asliberatorswhen
they arrived and when they helped the crowd pull down
Saddam’sstatues. Most Iragis probably think so still.

Butthey surely cry out for peaceaswell, and that’ ssome-
thing we may not havethe power to grant.

Wewill doour best, and hopefully leavelragabetter place
thanwefoundit. That’sall wecan hopefor.—SteveHaynes
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WE'VE BEEN
IN A
DEFENSE MODE
EVER SINCE WE
LOST POWER.

That mantel of white covers all the ugliness

| don’t know about you, but I’ mlooking out
my window this morning at a beautiful, dia-
mond-studded world.

God covered thisworld with hisal-forgiv-
ing snow.

Goneistheuglinessthat humanshavemade
of it. It glitters and entices everyone to enjoy
it.

Yet, I'm aso sitting here, torn between ap-
preciationandtrepidation. Normally, onaday
likethis, | would settle in my cozy home and
not think of venturing beyonditswalls. Butl
havemuchtodotoday andamwondering how
itwill all bedone.

Somehow |’ m going to haveto get into the
city tocatchanairplaneearly tomorrow morn-
ing.

Should | get up very early in the morning,
whentheroadsareboundtobedick, anddrive
totheairport, or should | go in tonight, when
the snow will be either moved by snowplows
or worn down by many other cars?

Support group to

TotheEditor:

Education 1stisthethemeof asupportgroup |;

being organizedin our community.
This group hopes to become more aware

(andmakeyou aware) of decisions, problems, |= =

strengths and weaknesses in our educational
system. We have administrators and elected
school board memberswhodirect our commu-
nity educational process, and most of thetime
doafinejob.

Occasionally, however, somefeel decisions
are made which are not in the best interest of
all students. When that happensit is because
you and | as parents, grandparents, aunts and
uncles, taxpayers, teachers and students have
not educated ourselvesin our local academic
education process.

Thiswould include classroom conditions,
adequatemateria ssuchassufficient textbooks
and supplies, up-to-dateequipment, funding of
academic groups and programs, teacher sup-
port and accountability.

If wearenot awareof thefunding, problems
and decisions to be made affecting the aca-
demiceducation of our youth, how canwead-
viseour administratorsand board of our desires
and ideas? We all know the most valuablere-
sourceinour community isour youth, and of -
tenit seemswebase our decisionsonwhat we

where to write
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That’sthe biggest decision to make.

Packing suitcasesisthe biggest task to ac-
complish.

Yesterday wasrainy, but had been forecast
tobealarge snowstorm, so many peopleused
itasanexcuseto stay homefromchurch. Our
attendance was down by more than a third.
(Bet they still went to their Super Bowl par-
tieslater inthe day though.)

My mind worked the storm problem all
night, worrying that there might be overnight
snow so deep that even snowplowswould be
stranded.

| didn't sleep well. The weather forecasts
alarmed me. Whenyou’ vepaid alargeamount
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asadultswant rather thanwhat our youth need
when it comesto educational tools.

Two proposals are before our school board
now which| feel areworthy of seriousconsid-
eration for those whose priority is academic
excellence. The school board will probably
vote on theseissues Monday evening.

Oneis an athletic issue — the addition of
another competitive team. It does not seem
reasonabl e at atimewhen school financesare
guestionabl e that this should even be consid-
ered. Teachers’ budgets have been cut and
some classes do not have enough textbooks.

How can astudent preparefor aclasswhen
they don’t even have atextbook for their per-
sonal use?Attendanceisanother problem be-
cause of al the various athletic teams being
taken out of the classroom to leave early for
gamesand matches— and sometimesgonefor
awholeday. Athleticsareawonderful benefit
of theeducational systemfor theyouthandthe
community, but our priority should betheedu-

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol
Building Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7399; e-mail address — clark-
@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
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TTY: (785) 291-3767

of money to go on acruise, you don’t want tc
even think of missing your plane.

All thehyperboleweget fromweather people
today creates more concern than warning.

I’velookedforwardtomy cruiseuptheMis-
sissippi River onariverboat, andlet my antici-
pation be spoiled with thoughts of our having
to dodgeicebergs!

But here today dawns, and we have had &
beautiful snowfall. And bright sunto makeit
glorious.

Everythinglooksbetterinthemorninglight.

Thisisjust another exampleof my trying tc
control my lifeinstead of fully trusting God' s
kindness.

Why did| | et direconjecturesmanipul atemy
CONSsCiousness?

| should haverememberedall alongthat God
isgood and wantsthe best for hischildren.

| alsohaveacoupleof generousfriendswho
havegraciously offered chauffeuring services
intheir 4-wheel drivel

monitor school board

cation of theseyouth.

Thesecond proposal isconstruction of anew
concessionandrestroomfacility whichwould
be attached to the west side of the fieldhouse
for useat football games. Thecost of hisproject
isnot known. | question the need for afacility
that would be used seasonally. If alarger con-
cession is needed, the school lunch room is
accessibletoboth hometownandvisiting fans
and therest roomsin the stadium could bere-
modeled.

Capital outlay wouldbethesourceof money
for this new facility. This same source could
be used for improvements such as air condi-
tioning in our schools. If we want to create &
|earning atmosphere, thenweneedtorid rooms
of 85-95degreeheat inthefall and spring. Our
administrators and the administration office
haveair conditioning. Don't our studentsand
teachers deserve the same comfort zone to
carry out their duties?

If thesetwoissuesareimportant toyou, then
please attend the Goodland School Boarc
meeting at 7 p.m. Monday in the board room
at theAdministration Office. Thisisour oppor-
tunity tolet our board know how wefeel about
these issues so they can represent us accord-
ingly.

For moreinformation about Education 1<,
call 890-5387.

LeAnn Friedrichs

Goodland

(grandmother, aunt, taxpayer and friend of
our community youth)

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel-
comes letters from readers. L etters should be type-
written, and must include atel ephone number and a
signature. Unsigned letters will not be published.
Form letterswill berejected, aswill letters deemed
to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and
good taste. We encourage letters, with address and
phone numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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MAN IN THE WORLD?

YOU LOVE ME MADPLY?
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