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from our viewpoint...

Not always clear
when time to act

During a tournament one day, Latvian chess master Aron
Nimzowitsch complained hisopponent hadlaidanunlit cigar on
the table beside the board. The tournament director pointed out
themanwasnotinfact smoking.“ Yes,” replied Nimzowitsch, “ but
heisthreatening to smoke, and any fool knowsthethreatismore
power ful than the execution”

President GeorgeBushon NBC'sMeet thePressSunday talked
with Tim Russert about hisdecisionto gotowar inlrag.

“1 and my team took the intelligence that was available to us
andweanalyzedit, andit clearly said SaddamHusseinwasathreat
toAmerica.

“Hehad used weapons. Hehad manufactured weapons. Hehad
funded suicidebombersintolsrael. Hehad terrorist connections.
In other words, all of thoseingredients said to me: Threat.

“Thefundamental questionis: Doyoudeal withthethreat once
youseeit?...| deat withthethreat by taking thecasetotheworld
and said, ‘ Let’sdea withthis. Wemust deal withit now.’

“...I strongly believeinactionin Iraq would have embol dened
SaddamHussein. Hecould havedevel oped anucl ear weapon over
time. I’ mnot sayingimmediately, but over time, whichwouldthen
have put usin what position?Wewould have beenin aposition
of blackmail.

“In other words, you can't rely upon a madman, and hewas a
madman. You can'trely upon himmakingrational decisionswhen
itcomestowar and peace, andit’ stoolate, inmy judgment, when
amadman who hasgot terrorist connectionsisableto act.”

It seems clear now theintelligence made available back then
wasamed moreat giving the president what hewanted, and that
wasaway toinvadelraq.

No one will disagree Saddam was adanger to theworld. The
prablem ishow Bush used the fear of weapons of mass destruc-
tion asthe central point of hiscampaigntoinvadelrag. Now, he
seems willing to admit it was not as accurate as he thought, but
likethe chessplayer, hewantsusto remember thethreat.

OnFriday, President Bush appointed aseven-member panel to
investigate and review the intelligence system and how it came
up with theinformation used to sway theworld to support thein-
vasion of Iraqg.

Bush gave the panel until March next year to report its find-
ings, which will give them until five months after the election.
He said that is to give them enough time to search for answers
and to make recommendations so the next president won't face
such adecision without better information.

Hindsightisclearer thanwhat wesaw at thetime, but how would
it have been for Bush to approach the United Nations and the
Americanpeoplesaying, “weneedtoinvadelragtofinishthejob
my father started.”

Maybeitwaseasi er toget ustogoalongonthefear of Saddam'’s
weapons of mass destruction rather than saying we needed to
toppleadespot.

Politically, thisquestion will continue to be bandied about by
the Democrats. To many, Bush is somewhat vul nerabl e because
of thelack of evidence of anuclear weaponsprogramin Irag.

No matter how we got there, we will continue to support our
American troopsin both Irag and Afghani stan.

What makesthisagreat nationistheability tolook at ourselves
and criticize while at the same time continuing the fight against
terrorism around theworld. — TomBetz
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Truck becoming our prairie taxi

When my grandmother wasalittlegirl, she
and her sister rodetoschool onahorseeachday.
As soon as they arrived, they would let the
horsego and it would return home.

A little while before school was out, my
great-grandmother would give the horse a
thump ontherumpanditwoul d head off across
the Kansas grassland to pick up the girls at
school — sort of ahairy prairietaxi.

Like that horse knew the way to school,
Steve'struck isbeginning to know theway to
Denver. | think afew moretripsand, athump
on the bumper, it would head west.

Asl writethis, thetruck isonitsthirdtripto
Denver inlessthan two weeks.

The first was to a meeting of the National
Newspaper A ssoci ation’ sconvention commit-
tee. The September conventionistobeinDen-
ver, and the committee wasinspecting the ho-
tel and looking at places to entertain people
from around the country. We decided on the
Museum of Nature and Science, which hasa
back porchoverlooking City Park, withitslake
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and ol d-fashioned boathouse, and one of the
best views of the Rocky Mountainsto be had
inthecity.

If themuseum doesn’t get them, withitsrock
andminera displays, IMAX theater and space
travel exhibits, themountainswill snow them.
(Oops, sorry about that.)

Afterthemesting, | took Steveandour friend
Bob Sweeney and putthem onaplaneforWash-
ington. That wasthefirst 1eg of their week-long
adventurein Tunisia, but I'll let Stevetell that
story over the next couple of weeks.

Thenl dippedatapeintheplayer and headed
east for aquiet week of just me, the dog and
thecats.

Thenjust alittleover aweek | ater, | headed

back to Denver to pick the boysup at the air-
port. It was alittle after midnight when | got
themat thepickup areafor United passengers.

They were beat and so was |. We spent the
night at Bob'sbefore heading back to Kansas.

Wegot homeabout 4 p.m. Monday and Steve
immediately started washing socksand under-
wear. By 3:30 Tuesday afternoon, he was re-
packed and we were on our way west again
headed for theairport .

| think thisiswhy so many car manufactur-
ersnametheir vehicles after horses— Pinto,
Bronco, Mustang. Giddy-up, truck, we got &
planeto catch.

Too bad, | can’t just let it driveitself home
likemy grandmother’ shorse. That would save
abundlein parking fees. Of course, wewould
need Mom at the other end of thelineto get it
out of the garage and send it west again.

Ohwell.l know I’ [| behappy toseeour faith-
ful steed sitting outintheparking lot whenwe
get back from our vacation.

What kind of ahorseisan Expl orer, anyway?

Closing rural offices Is not the answer

Throughout the past year, several of you
havecontacted meregardingtheclosing of, or
at least the rumor of the potential closing, of
state officesin rural Kansas.

Thosemost frequently mentionedwereDe-
partment of Socia and Rehabilitation Services
offices, but thereisareal threat and attempt to
consolidatemagistratejudgepositionsand oth-
ers.

| havevisited with peopleonthegovernor’s
staff and a number of other legislators from
bothpolitical partieswhoreally careabout the
futureof rural Kansas; among them Reps. Jim
Morrison, Ralph Ostmeyer and John Faber
from the immediate area and Dennis Mc-
Kinney, the Democrat |eader in the Kansas
House of Representativesfrom Greensburg.

We have done our best to change the direc-
tion Social and Rehabilitation Services and
other state agencies are heading. Dennis has
met anumber of timeswith the governor and
her staff and reportsback; weestablishthenext
step and keep each other informed.

Recently | metwith Candace Shively, deputy
director of Integrated and Service Delivery
within Social Services, and at another time
with Jeremy Anderson, director of governmen-
tal affairsfor the governor’s office. Ineach
meeting, | pointed out oneof thebest waysthe
administrationcantruly demonstratetheir sin-
cerity inyour effortstowardsrural economic
development is to maintain and expand the
number of state government employeesinru-
ral Kansas.

Using theinternet and “800” numberswith
the automated phone systems is a two-way
street. People from the city many times are
thought to be moretechnol ogically advanced
and, if weaccept that theory, canthereforeac-
cess these government services more readily
thanrural citizenscontactingthecity for these
services. | point out locating thejobsin rural
Kansas helps stabilize the enrollment in our
school sbecausethestateemployee'schildren
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will also become part of the community, their
salary will help maintain therural businesses
and health care facilities, they will become
activeinthecommunity serviceorganizations
and hel pmaintainour way of life, and purchas-
ing ahome will help maintain the real estate
market. Additionally, I tell themthat the state
empl oyeescould becomeambassadorsfor the
rural way of lifeand encouragemoreagencies
tolocate here.

They say every current employee can con-
tinue with their present job, but they will be
driving farther. | respond that may betruefor
the short term, but the reality istheir replace-
mentwill liveinHaysor Garden City or wher-
ever theofficeis, and thosecommunitieshave
enough other employment opportunities.

Truly, wouldn't it be better for the state to
locatethese officesin rural Kansas? They do
not disagree with my reasoning. | hand them
thelistingof al of thestategovernment offices
from the Feist phone books. Thesebookslist
numerousofficesin Haysand Garden City and
quiteafewinDodgeCity. | ask whichof these
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officesreally haveto belocated inthese com-
munities? | continueby askingwhichservices
and backroom paperwork (or computer sys-
tems) that are currently handled in Topekaor
Salinaor Wichitaor Kansas City really don't
makemuchdifferencewherethey arelocated”

They start listing the services:. collections,
legal, administration of countlessdepartments.
| ask, “Why not locate some of thesein rural
Kansas?' They hesitate and hesitate some
more. They don'tsayit, butif | amreadingtheir
thoughts correctly, the answer is they, them-
selvesreally don’t want to moveto rural Kan-
sas.

| point out, “ You haveawonderful opportu-
nity to keepthe SRSofficeopeninsomeof the
communitiesinmy legidativedistrict because
theleasecontinuesfor another twoyears. Why
not movejobsfromthecity toarural commu-
nity and begin to truly demonstrate this
administration’s commitment to rural Kan-
sas?’

How canweclear thishurdle? How canwe
get somemomentum onthistypeof proposal
| need your thoughtsand ideas.

Pleasefeel freeto contact meonthisor any
issue. | can be reached by writing to Senator
San Clark, State Capitol-Room 449-N, To-
peka, KS66612; by calling 1-800-432-3924 or
785-296-7399; by FAX at 801-457-9064; or by
e-mail at sclark@ink.org.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.

20510. (202) 225-2715; e-mail address —
jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612,
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— morrison-
@house.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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OPIE, LET'S TALK EFFORT
VERSUS RETURN HERE
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YO0 KNOW, Y00 CAN STILL
LEAD A POINTLESS LIFE

WITHOUT ALL THAT RUNNING
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