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Neckties get
second chance
at a useful life

DEARABBY: | read withinterest
theletter fromthelady askinghowto
recycle her late husband’s neckties.
My daughter isa 16-year-old honor
student who teaches Sunday school
and volunteersat our children’shos-
pital. She wears them as belts. —
PROUD MOM, CORPUS
CHRISTI, TEXAS

DEAR PROUD MOM: Your
daughterisanoriginal thinker. When
| printedthat | etter, | had noideathere

abigail
van buren

®dear abby

were so many uses for old neckties.
Hundreds of suggestions pouredin!
Read on for asample:

“I have a friend who made her
prom dress completely out of men’s
tiesshebought from Goodwill. They
weresewntogether vertically. Itwas
really cool.” — JOY IN IRVINE,
CALIF

“ She should cut the wide ends 18
inches to 20 inches long and sew
them together at the long edges to

make a colorful apron. The tapers
will giveit aniceflair, and the ends
can be used for the waistband at the
top and the strings at the back.” —
CLARENCEB., CLEMSON, S.C.

“Two ladies in our church, St.
Christopher Episcopal in League
City, Texas, gathered old ties from
the parish and made theminto beau-
tiful altar cloths for use during
Father’s Day services.” — O.H.
STELTERJR.,HOUSTON

“Oldtiescan bewoven into beau-
tiful, one-of-a-kind arearugsor wall
hangings. Incorporatedintoclothing,
they can become wearable art.” —
JEANNE S.,, SOUTHERN
SHORES, N.C.

“My aunt owned agorgeous man-

darin-style jacket, which she in-
formed me was made entirely from
oldsilk neckties. They werelaidside
by side, sewntogether, then finished
off with embroidery overstitching.”
— DEBE, WILLOW GLEN, CA-
LIF.

“ She should use them to make a
quilted Christmaswreath. It will be-
come afamily heirloom.” — GINI
M., OSHKOSH, WIS.

“One of the most precious gifts |
ever received wasaChristmasstock-
ingmadefor my 6-month-old daugh-
terwhenher grandfather died. Avery
special cousin madeit from some of
histiesfor her first Christmas. It'sa
family treasure.” — SHARON IN
NEWBERRY PARK, CALIF.

“Here’'s an idea: With that many
ties, she’sbound to have apicture of
Grandpawearing someof them. Why
not mount api ctureof Grandpawear-
ing thetiein aframe along with the
tie?Itwould makeawonderful keep-
sake.” —DAYNAINLONGVIEW,
TEXAS

“Discarded necktiescanbeusedto
make pot holders, table runners,
teddy bears, pocketbooks, tote bags
and more.” HENNIE C.,
SPARTANBURG, S.C.

“How about using them to make
Christmastreeskirts? Stitchthemto-
gether inacirclewiththepointsfac-
ing outward.” — CAROL P,
SPARTANBURG, S.C.

“1 usemy husband’ scast-off tiesto

make casesfor my jewelry. Working
with thewide ends, | cut themin 3-
inch, 4-inch and 5-inch lengths anc
stitch them to form pouches. Then |
foldthetriangletipdownliketheflap
on an envelopeand put asnap onthe
other side. Voilal” — ANNA
MARIA S, SILVER SPRING, MD.

DEARANNAMARIAAND THE
HUNDREDS OF WONDERFUL
PEOPLE WHO WROTE TO OF-
FER IDEAS: The dear lady who
wrote asking for ideasis sure to be
overwhelmed with your clever uses
forties. (I certainly was.) And if she
isn’t handy with aneedleand thread,
she can sell them on eBay or donate
them to athrift shop, or ahomeless
shelter.
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341 43| NICK |Oddparents|Sabrina  [Full House |Full House |Cosby [Cosby Roseanne |Roseanne [Cosby Cosby 34]43] NICK |Oddparents|[Sabrina  |Full House [Full House |Cosby |Cosby Roseanne |Roseanne |Cosby Cosby
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50( 89| UNIV_|Velo de Novia Te Amaré en Silencio  |Casos de la Vida Real [Impacto  |Noticiero |En las Mejores Familias| |60/89] UNIV |Velo de Novia Te Amaré en Silencio  |Don Francisco Presenta|lmpacto  [Noticiero |En las Mejores Familias
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castaway leaves. (N) N |tigation (N) (@ (DVS)  |“Wannabe” (N) N [ (5] Law; Kylie Minogue. (N) |Late Show Without Stars” (N (DVS) Fall' (N) N @ [&e] egan. ( Late Show
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35[31] FMC |(:01) »x “Best of the Best II” (1993, Drama) Cult Culture Making the Connection |“French Connec.” 35,31 FMC |(:01) * %% “Paris, Texas” (1984) Harry Dean Stanton. (:31) x**x “Frontier Marshal” (:01) **x % “Hoffa”
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indulgences. Chocolate” Chef and Lisa |ltalian Chocolate”
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40/38| FX |Buffy Vampire Married... |Married... |[Cops @ [Cops @  |[* %% “The Insider” (1999, Drama) Al Pacino. 40/38| FX |Buffy Vampire Married... [Married... |Cops @ [Cops [ [** “Brg Momma’s House” (2000) Nia Long
30|55 FXSP |College Basketball Western Kentucky at Denver. |NBA Basketball Denver Nuggets at Portland Trail Blazers. [Rocky Mt. 30(55| FXSP [NASCAR [Rocky Mt. |Big 12 College Hockey Mankato State at Denver. (Live) Rocky Mt. [Late Poker
5114| HBO X% “The First $20 Million Is Always (:45) * % *; “The Fugitive” (1993) Harrison Ford. An innocent % %% “Trapped” (2002) 5114 HBO B‘SS(()} * “Half Past 50 First | %% “Stay Tuned” %92, Comedy) |Real Time N & * % “National Security’
the Hardest” (2002) N\ ‘PG- man must evade the law as he pursues a killer. N\ ‘PG-13' Charlize Theron. ead” (2002) N ‘PG-13' |Dates John Ritter. NV ‘P (2003) ‘PG-13' [@
62]67] HGTV |Weekend [Landscapr |Desrgn Designers’ [House  |[House House  [ExtrmHms |Weekend [Landscapr | [62]67] HGTV [Debbie Travis’ Facelift |Design  |Decorating [Designers’ Outer [Landscapr [Debbie Travis’ Facelift
58152 HST Rumrunners, Moonshiners and Bootleggers Pro- |Modern Marvels “Gang- |Devil’s Island: Hell on  |Rumrunners, Moonshin- 58l5| HiST Save Our History (N) [l |Greatest Raids The 6th (Modern Marvels Japan's |History Undercover ~_|Save Our History [
hibition is a boon for smugglers. [ ster Guns” [ Earth & ers and Bootl eggers Ranger Battalion. [it] outdated weapons. (&  |‘Bataan Death March” it
%(% IND * % “Random Hearts” (1999) Harrison Ford. A cop and a con- |(:40) * % % “The Bridges of Madison County” (1995, Drama) %%/ IND * % x5 “Sleepless in Seattle” %993, Comedy-  |(:15) * % * “As Good as It Gets” (1997) Jack Nicholson, Helen Hunt. A
gresswoman learn their spouses had an affair. & (DVS) lint Eastwood, Meryl Streep. [@] Drama) Tom Hanks, Meg Ryan. mean-spirited New York author finds love with a waitress. (@
18]63] LIFE |The Nanny [The Nanny [“Her Perfect Spouse” (2004) Tracy Nelson. @ |Golden  [Golden  [The Nanny [The Nanny | [18]63| LIFE [The Nanny [The Nanny [% % “A Marriage of Convenience” (1998) [Merge @ [Wild Card “No Bull
28177 MTV_|TRL (iTV) N ¥ Taildaters |MTV Cribs |Direct Effect N TRL (iTV) N [@ Warning  |Osbournes | [23[77] MTV [TRL (iTV) (N) N [ MTV’s Marital Blitz (N) [Music Videos N
39| NBC News @ |Ent. To-  |Friends (N) |(:42) The Apprentice Teams compete |(8: 59}\‘ER “Ir;[::?ulse Con- [News (& |The To- 319! NBC News @ |Ent. To-  |Dateline NBC N [i@ Third Watch (N) N @ |News @ |The To-
night N m fo raise money at a celebrity auction. _|trol” night Show night night Show
8!8 NBC Friends (N) |(:42) The Apprentice Teams compete |(7:59 ER “Ir[%aulse Con- [News &35) The Tonight Show :37% Late 8!8 NBC Dateline NBC N @ Third Watch (N) N [@ |News :35) The Tonight Show :(}7')l Late
N to raise money at a celebrity auction. |trol" ( N) N & ight (N) tarsailor. (N) () (&) ight (N)
34143] NICK |oddparents|Sabrina  [Full House [Full House Cosby [Cosby Roseanne |Roseanne |Cosby Coshy 34/43| NICK |Oddparents|Robot Neutron  |ChalkZone |Cosby Coshy Roseanne |Roseanne |Cosby Coshy
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