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from our viewpoint...

Political effort wins
adoption of baseball

Sometimes I feel behind the power curve

The large crowd at Monday’s Goodland School Board meeting
showed the interest and deep passion people have when there is a
question of athletics and academics on the table.

At issue was the question of having boys baseball added to the
competitive athletic teams at Goodland high school.

This was not the first time the question had been raised, and the 4-
3 vote showed the mixed feelings on the board. It was not lost on
everyone that the four votes for adding baseball were the four new
board members who were elected last year while the three against
have served more than one term.

Baseball’s supporters packed the room to show their passion for
this sport, and following the winning vote that welled up in celebra-
tion.

Those who felt adding baseball was not the right thing for the board
to do brought up good arguments, and it appeared they might have
had some of the board wavering.

That meeting and the public discussion of both sides of an issue,
with all the passion and effort that goes with trying to change the di-
rection of any political force, is the essence of American democracy.

When most people think about politics, they think about the na-
tional scene and a race for the White House or Congress, but the most
important part of the process is closer to home.

Politics is the interaction of people in a society who have banded
together to make a difference. It does not matter whether the differ-
ence is adding baseball at the high school or the need for a stop sign
or a new water park; these are all political efforts.

We don’t put names like Republican or Democrat on these efforts
at the local level, but we do find people talking about the “baseball
people” or that “Education 1st” group or even those “band parents”
who want to make sure the band gets to make a special trip.

These are good things, reasons to be proud to be involved in the
American political process. We need to show our kids standing up
for what you believe and working with others to achieve change is
something they should do, and to be proud of.

Politics is part of what we do every day when we go about our busi-
ness and deal with other people. It only gets a bad name when some-
one tries to control or bypass the public debate and involvement in
the decision-making process.

To its credit, the school board allowed both sides time to present
their cases, listened and then rendered a decision.

Some projects, like bringing baseball to Goodland, are one-time
efforts which should not have to be repeated for many years.

However, there are others, such as downtown revitalization, which
have not achieved their goal, and will require more effort. It appears
the first attempt to rebuild three blocks of Main at the same time the
city tears out the intersections at 11th and 12th is not going to happen
because there was not enough matching private money to reach the
$200,000 goal.

The project is not dead, but it will take more time and effort to bring
the business community together to accomplish it. The Sherman
County program to remodel the historic Southwest Bell building
could not be used as part of the project this year, but it can be the cor-
nerstone for another effort in the next year or two.

At the time this year’s program was being put together, the Cham-
ber of Commerce found itself between directors. Suddenly there was
no one to help call on the merchants and work with them to under-
stand how they could help this project and how it would help them.
When the Chamber board does decide on a new person, a new effort
for downtown revitialization should be one of their top priorities. —
Tom Betz

“2. Dress Up! The best way to dress up is to
put on a smile. A smile is an inexpensive way
to improve your looks. ‘The Lord does not look
at the things man looks at. Man looks at out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart.’ I Samuel 16:7.

“3. Shut Up! Say nice things and learn to lis-
ten. God gave us two ears and one mouth, so
He must have meant for us to do twice as much
listening as talking. ‘He who guards his lips
guards his soul.’ Proverbs 13:3.

“4. . . . Stand Up! for what you believe in.
Stand for something or you will fall for any-
thing. ‘Let us not be weary in doing good; for
at the proper time, we will reap a harvest if we
do not give up. Therefore, as we have oppor-
tunity, let us do good...’ Galatians 6:9-10.

“5. Look Up!  . . . to the Lord. ‘I can do ev-
erything through Christ who strengthens me.’
Philippians 4:13.

“6. Reach Up!  . . . for something higher.
‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean
not unto your own understanding. In all your
ways, acknowledge Him, and He will direct
your path.’  Proverbs 3:5-6.

“7. Lift Up!  . . . your Prayers. ‘Do not worry
about anything; instead PRAY ABOUT EV-
ERYTHING.’   Philippians 4:6.”

Hope you decide to have a great day.   Re-
member someone else’s words of wisdom:
“God answers Knee-Mail!”

I don’t know about you, but sometimes I get
behind the power curve.

That’s an air force term meaning that the
plane is getting ahead of me.

No, I’m not piloting a plane, but my life is
moving faster than I am. Here I’m ready to go
on vacation and realize that I haven’t written
enough columns to meet column deadlines
while I’m gone.

So I’m “behind the power curve.”
It’s been quite awhile since I’ve devoted a

column to other people’s insights, and I’ve
collected some which give me pause to pon-
der.

Maybe they’ll do the same for you.
You may not agree with all of them; I don’t

either. But they caused me to stop and think
about them for awhile.

“It was my father’s opinion that God was
something of a windbag, continually talking to
mankind, but pitching His discourse beyond
our abbreviated human capacities. His method
was too optimistic, and God lost most of His
audience.” Fred Chappell in Brighten the Cor-
ner Where You Are. (Sounds like a lot of ser-
mons I’ve heard!  LGT)

“The whole damn history of the world is the
fight between the selfish and the unselfish.”
Line from Born Yesterday movie. (Too true!
Explains a lot of wars and arguments, doesn’t
it? LGT)

“Here’s a toast to all the “F” words. Friends,
family, fate, forgiveness, forever.”   Line from
My First Mister movie. (I want to remember
this one. You can imagine the shocked expres-
sions when this toast is first presented. LGT)

“Don’t fear death. Fear the unlived life. You
don’t have to live forever; you just have to
live.” From Tuck Everlasting movie. (I think
as I grow older, I become more afraid that my
life has gone ‘unlived.’ That’s why I’m driven
to write more and more. Just to prove I was
here. LGT)

Here’s proof that political correctness has
permeated our society and gone way too far.
A knife stuck in a person was described by  J.D.
Robb in Purity in Death:  The task of the  EMTs
was to pull out ‘the invasive object.’ (Gross
understatement, as far as I’m concerned. LGT)

And I’ll close with an e-mail by an unknown
author to brighten your day and put you in a
better frame of mind. It’s called The 7 Ups!

“1. Wake Up! Decide to have a good day.
‘This is the day the Lord hath made; let us re-
joice and be glad in it.’ Psalms 118:24.

To the Editor:
I would like to thank the community for their

support in adding baseball to our high school
athletic programs It’s taken several years of
effort, but the players were worth it.

I thank the players for not giving up hope, the
parents for supporting their sons’ interest, the
high school administrators for their support,
and the four board members who voted it in.

Most of all, I thank the people who spent
hours of their time to make this dream come
true. Monday night was a very emotional night
for all of us. It was also an educational and eye
opening experience. Everyone there was con-
cerned with one thing; providing what’s best
for our youth.

I feel we have very caring and intelligent
board members who vote with this com-
munity’s interest in mind. What I learned Mon-
day night is that the board is not always in-
formed.

If someone has a concern, unless you speak
to a board member or they are directly in-
volved, they may never hear about it. They re-
ceive a packet prior to a board meeting on top-
ics to be discussed. The superintendent and
sometimes the board president determine what
the board needs to know.

So I’m asking the community to get in-
volved. Don’t assume the board knows; make
sure they know. They want to know. Don’t call
just one; call them all!

Please get involved.
Liz West
Goodland

————
To the Editor:
We thought Kansas residents should be

aware of some recent changes at the U.S. Sen-
ate affecting communications with our offices.
As you may know, on Feb. 2, ricin, a potent
poison, was found in the mail room of Major-
ity Leader Bill Frist’s office. As part of the po-
lice investigation, our offices were closed for
several days and all mail stopped. Police col-
lected recent mail from our offices.

If you mailed a letter to our Washington of-
fices after Jan. 10, please assume we have not
received it, and may not in the near future un-
til the ricin investigation is completed. The

Citizen support does make a difference

garfield
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U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Of-
fice Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-
4774; web address — roberts.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202)
224-6521; web address — brownback.senate.gov

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 225-2715; e-mail address — jerry.-
moran@mail.house.gov

where to write
State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Build-

ing Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.  (785) 296-
7676; e-mail address — morrison@house.-
state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building
Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS 66612.  (785) 296-7399;
e-mail address — clark@senate.state.ks.us

Attorney General Phil Kline, 301 S.W. 10th,
Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-1597 (785) 296-
3751 Fax (785) 291-3699 TTY: (785) 291-3767

Senate is not distributing new mail, and we do
not know when mail distribution in Washing-
ton will resume.

Despite the inconvenience, we hope to hear
from you. The best options are to contact us by
phone (in Washington or any of our state of-
fices), by fax or by e-mail.

To contact Sen. Roberts’ Washington office,
call (202) 224-4774, fax to (202) 224-3514
(corrected number), and e-mail at <http://
roberts.senate.gov/e-mail_pat.html.> To con-
tact Sen. Brownback’s office, call (202) 224-
6521, fax to (202) 228-1265, and e-mail at
< h t t p : / / b r o w n b a c k . s e n a t e . g o v /
CMEmailMe.htm.> You can also contact any
of our state offices, which can be located on our
web-sites at <http://roberts.senate.gov/> and
<http://brownback.senate.gov./>

We like to hear from you and encourage you
to contact us.

U.S. Sens. Pat Roberts
and Sam Brownback


