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Political effort wins
adoption of baseball

The large crowd at Monday’s Goodland School Board meeting
showed the interest and deep passion people have when thereisa
question of athleticsand academicsonthetable.

At issue was the question of having boys baseball added to the
competitiveathletic teamsat Goodland high schoal.

Thiswasnot thefirst timethe question had beenraised, andthe 4-
3 vote showed the mixed feelings on the board. It was not lost on
everyone that the four votesfor adding baseball were the four new
board members who were elected last year while the three against
have served morethan oneterm.

Baseball’s supporters packed the room to show their passion for
thissport, and following thewinning votethat welled upin cel ebra-
tion.

Thosewhofelt adding baseball wasnot theright thing for theboard
to do brought up good arguments, and it appeared they might have
had some of the board wavering.

That meeting and the public discussion of both sides of anissue,
with all thepassion and effort that goeswith trying to change thedi-
rectionof any political force, istheessenceof Americandemocracy.

When most people think about poalitics, they think about the na-
tional sceneandaracefor theWhiteHouseor Congress, but themost
important part of the processiscloser to home.

Poaliticsistheinteraction of peoplein asociety who have banded
together to make adifference. It does not matter whether the differ-
enceisadding baseball at the high school or the need for astop sign
or anew water park; theseareall political efforts.

Wedon't put nameslike Republican or Democrat ontheseefforts
at thelocal level, but we do find peopletalking about the “ baseball
people” or that “ Education 1st” group or even those* band parents”
who want to make sure the band getsto make aspecial trip.

These are good things, reasonsto be proud to beinvolved in the
American political process. We need to show our kids standing up
for what you believe and working with othersto achieve changeis
something they should do, and to be proud of .

Politicsispart of what wedoevery day whenwego about our busi-
nessand deal with other people. It only getsabad namewhen some-
onetriesto control or bypassthe public debate and involvement in
the decision-making process.

Toitscredit, the school board allowed both sidestime to present
their cases, listened and then rendered adecision.

Some projects, like bringing baseball to Goodland, are one-time
effortswhich should not haveto berepeated for many years.

However, thereareothers, suchasdowntownrevitalization, which
havenot achievedtheir goal, and will require moreeffort. It appears
thefirst attempt to rebuild three blocksof Main at the sametimethe
city tearsout theintersectionsat 11thand 12thisnot going to happen
because there was not enough matching private money to reach the
$200,000 goal.

Theprojectisnot dead, butitwill takemoretimeandefforttobring
the business community together to accomplish it. The Sherman
County program to remodel the historic Southwest Bell building
could not beused aspart of the project thisyear, but it can bethecor-
nerstonefor another effort inthe next year or two.

Atthetimethisyear’sprogramwashbeing put together, the Cham-
ber of Commercefounditself betweendirectors. Suddenly therewas
no oneto help call on the merchants and work with them to under-
stand how they could help this project and how it would help them.
When the Chamber board doesdecideonanew person, anew effort
for downtown revitialization should beoneof their top priorities. —
TomBetz
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Sometimes | feel behind the power curve

| don’t know about you, but sometimes| get
behind the power curve.

That's an air force term meaning that the
planeisgetting ahead of me.

No, I'm not piloting a plane, but my lifeis
moving faster than | am. Herel’ mready to go
on vacation and realize that | haven't written
enough columns to meet column deadlines
whilel’mgone.

So |1’ m* behind the power curve.”

It's been quite awhile since I’ ve devoted a
column to other people’'sinsights, and I’ ve
collected some which give me pause to pon-
der.

Maybethey’ll do the samefor you.

You may not agreewith all of them; | don't
either. But they caused me to stop and think
about them for awhile.

“It was my father’s opinion that God was
something of awindbag, continually talkingto
mankind, but pitching His discourse beyond
our abbreviated human capacities. Hismethod
was too optimistic, and God lost most of His
audience.” Fred Chappell inBrightentheCor-
ner Where You Are. (Soundslike alot of ser-
mons|’veheard! LGT)

“Thewholedamn history of theworldisthe
fight between the selfish and the unselfish.”
Line from Born Yesterday movie. (Too true!
Explainsalot of warsand arguments, doesn'’t
it?LGT)
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“Here'satoasttoall the F” words. Friends,
family, fate, forgiveness, forever.” Linefrom
My First Mister movie. (I want to remember
thisone. You canimaginetheshocked expres-
sionswhenthistoast isfirst presented. LGT)

“Don’tfear death. Fear theunlivedlife. You
don't have to live forever; you just have to
live.” From Tuck Everlasting movie. (I think
as| grow older, | becomemoreafraid that my
lifehasgone* unlived.’ That'swhy I’ mdriven
to write more and more. Just to prove | was
here. LGT)

Here's proof that political correctness has
permeated our society and gone way too far.
A knifestuckinapersonwasdescribedby J.D.
RobbinPurityin Death: Thetask of the EMTs
wasto pull out ‘the invasive object.’ (Gross
understatement, asfar asl’ mconcerned. LGT)

AndlI’ll closewithane-mail by anunknown
author to brighten your day and put you in a
better frameof mind. It'scalled The7 Ups!

“1. Wake Up! Decide to have agood day.
‘Thisistheday the Lord hath made; let usre-
joiceandbegladinit.” Psaims118:24.

“2. DressUp! Thebest way todressupisto
put on asmile. A smileisan inexpensive way
toimproveyour looks.‘ TheL orddoesnot ook
at the things man looks at. Man looks at out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart.” | Samuel 16:7.

“3. Shut Up! Say nicethingsandlearntolis-
ten. God gave us two ears and one mouth, so
Hemust havemeant for usto dotwiceasmuch
listening as talking. *He who guards his lips
guardshissoul.” Proverbs13:3.

“4. ... Stand Up! for what you believein.
Stand for something or you will fall for any-
thing. ‘ Let usnot beweary in doing good; for
at the proper time, wewill reap aharvest if we
do not give up. Therefore, as we have oppor-
tunity, let usdo good...” Galatians 6:9-10.

“5.Look Up! ...totheLord. ‘I cando ev-
erythingthrough Christ who strengthensme.’
Philippians4:13.

“6. Reach Up! ... for something higher.
‘TrustintheLordwithall your heart, and lean
not unto your own understanding. In all your
ways, acknowledge Him, and He will direct
your path.” Proverbs3:5-6.

“7.LiftUp! ...your Prayers.‘ Donotworry
about anything; instead PRAY ABOUT EV-
ERYTHING." Philippians4:6.”

Hope you decide to have agreat day. Re-
member someone else’s words of wisdom:
“God answersKnee-Mail!”

Citizen support does make a difference

TotheEditor:

I wouldliketothank thecommunity fortheir |,

support in adding baseball to our high school
athletic programs It’s taken several years of
effort, but the playerswereworthit.

| thank theplayersfor not givingup hope, the
parentsfor supporting their sons' interest, the
high school administrators for their support,
and thefour board memberswho voteditin.

Most of all, | thank the people who spent
hours of their time to make this dream come
true. Monday night wasavery emotional night
forall of us. Itwasal so an educational and eye
opening experience. Everyonetherewascon-
cerned with one thing; providing what's best
for our youth.

| feel we have very caring and intelligent
board members who vote with this com-
munity’sinterestinmind. What | learned M on-
day night is that the board is not always in-
formed.

If someone hasaconcern, unlessyou speak
to a board member or they are directly in-
volved, they may never hear aboutit. They re-
ceiveapacket prior toaboard meeting ontop-
icsto be discussed. The superintendent and
sometimestheboard presi dent determinewhat
the board needsto know.

So I’'m asking the community to get in-
volved. Don't assumetheboard knows; make
surethey know. They want toknow. Don’'t call
just one; call them all!

Pleaseget involved.

LizWest

Goodland

from our
readers

® to the editor

TotheEditor:

We thought Kansas residents should be
awareof somerecent changesat theU.S. Sen-
ateaffectingcommunicationswithour offices.
Asyou may know, on Feb. 2, ricin, a potent
poison, wasfound in the mail room of Magjor-
ity Leader Bill Frist’soffice. Aspart of the po-
liceinvestigation, our officeswere closed for
several daysand all mail stopped. Police col-
lected recent mail from our offices.

If you mailed aletter to our Washington of -
ficesafter Jan. 10, please assumewe have not
received it, and may not inthe near future un-
til thericin investigation is completed. The

where to write

Senateisnot distributing new mail, and wedac
not know when mail distribution inWashing-
tonwill resume.

Despitetheinconvenience, wehopeto hear
fromyou. Thebest optionsareto contact usby
phone (in Washington or any of our state of -
fices), by fax or by e-mail.

Tocontact Sen. Roberts Washington office,
call (202) 224-4774, fax to (202) 224-3514
(corrected number), and e-mail at <http://
roberts.senate.gov/e-mail_pat.html.>Tocon-
tact Sen. Brownback’s office, call (202) 224-
6521, fax to (202) 228-1265, and e-mail at
<http://brownback.senate.gov/
CMEmailMe.htm.>You can a so contact any
of our stateoffices, which canbelocated onour
web-sites at <http://roberts.senate.gov/> and
<http://brownback.senate.gov./>

Weliketohear fromyouand encourageyou
to contact us.

U.S. Sens. Pat Roberts

and Sam Brownback

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Of-
fice Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202) 224-
4774; web address — roberts.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202)
224-6521; web address— brownback.senate.gov

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth
House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.
(202) 225-2715; e-mail address — jerry.-
moran@mail.house.gov

StateRep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Build-
ing Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-
7676; e-mail address — morrison@house.-
state.ks.us

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building
Rm. 449-N, Topeka, KS66612. (785) 296-7399
e-mail address — clark@senate.state.ks.us

Attorney General Phil Kline, 301 SW. 10th
Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-1597 (785) 296
3751 Fax (785) 291-3699 TTY: (785) 291-3761
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