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from our viewpoint...

Rhetoric gets deep
In politics, marriages

Thecountry isastir with thewinds of the recent court deci-
sion in Massachusetts and the mayor of San Francisco’s dec-
laration that thecounty clerk must allow marriagelicensesfor
gay and leshian couples.

For afew daysanyway, thefocusislessonthe presidential
race and more on the emotional question of same-sex mar-
riages.

Inthe 50 states, there are 10 (20 percent) that have no laws
dealingwiththesubject (Oregon, Wyoming, Wisconsin, New
Mexico, New York, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey and Maryland). Vermont recoghizes same-
sex unionsasacivil contract, and two, Californiaand M assa-
chusetts, haveregistriesfor same-sex couples.

In the past week, Massachusetts has been wrestling with a
constitutional amendment to ban such marriages. A previous
law wasstruck down by the state Supreme Court asbeing un-
constitutional .

In Cdifornia, the mayor of San Francisco wrote aletter to
thecounty clerk sayingunder hisinterpretationof thestateCon-
stitution it is discriminatory to refuse to recognize same-sex
marriages.

Themayor ordered the county clerk to keep the office open
over the weekend to allow |esbians and gay men to apply for
wedding licenses. Over 500 couplesturned up, and the num-
ber isexpected to continuerising unlessagroupfromArizona
canconvinceajudgetoissuearestraining order and hear acase
tostoptheclerk.

For San Francisco, it hasmeant afew moredollarsof income,
asit costsabout $100 for each coupleto get married.

Theactionison both coasts, whiletherest of the country —
including Kansas and the surrounding states — has existing
laws against homosexual marriage.

Thisisone of thoseissues— like abortion — which bring
out people’'semotions. In most cases, it does not matter what
islogical or fair; itisamatter of religiousfervor or righteous
indignation that anything like thiswould be allowed or even
suggested.

Looking at the history of the United States, therearealot of
guestions about what the Founding Fathers thinking was on
how far the rights granted under the First Amendment could
be stretched or ought to be expanded to encompass.

Many of these men were not exactly upstanding and faith-
ful in their days. That does not mean they had any idea how
theworldwould ook over 200 yearslater.

Any timethereisaqguestion of beingfair or allowing people
theconstitutional freedomthefoundingfathersfought for, we
believethey should be given theleeway aslong asthe action
doesnot hurt someoneelse.

Nodoubt therhetoric about same-sex marriageswill slowly
dideout of thenewsandthenation canget back tothereal ques-
tion of whether or not President Bush made all his National
Guard weekends while campaigning in Alabama about 30
yearsago during the Vietnam War.

Thesearetheissueswhichdraw our attention away fromthe
moremundaneevents, suchastheviolenceinlrag.— TomBetz
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Agencies need to be on same frequency

Inamost every community inKansas, local law
enforcement agencies, emergency medical ser-
vices, fire departments, the highway patrol, the
Department of Transportation, city and county road
departments, public health, and public utilitiesall
communicate by radio on different frequencies.

For the most part, unitsin the field lack the
ability to communicate with each other when
necessary. Not only do they operateon different
frequenciesbutinmost casesthey refusetoshare
space on thetowersthey own.

We have a bunch of fiefdomsthat tend to act
likeakingwithamoat surroundinghiscastle. The
pleafor many yearswasfor all of thesegroupsto
gettogether and sharethei r resourcesbecausethe
citizensjust want acoordinated responseintimes
of emergency.

From 1992 through June 2002, the Kansas
Department of Transportation constructed 76
towersat acost of $36.5 million acrossour state
to provide an 800 Mhz radio communications
systemfor theKansasHighway Patrol and high-
way workers. In 1996, additional radio equip-
ment to assist Emergency Medical Servicesper-
sonnel wasadded. Twoyearsago, legidationwas
passed that required the department to allow a
National OceanicandAtmosphericAdministra-
tionweather warning transmitter ononeof the 76
towersbut Gov. Bill Gravesvetoed thebill.

One of the benefits since the tragedy of Sept.
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11, 2001 isthereisanawakening thatwehaveto
communicateandwork together duringanemer-
gency. Excuseslikeanadditional antennamight
cause the tower to collapse during an ice storm
are proving to be hollow rhetoric. A structural
integrity test can beconfirmed by cal culating of
the loading on the tower. Similarly, concerns
about radio interference from multiple userson
the sametower can be controlled and corrected
by filtering equipment. Concerns about site se-
curity and access to communications buildings
at the base of the tower can be controlled with
locksandindividual fencing.

Barriers that were erected by bureaucracies,
turf battl esthat werei mpenetrablewith common
senseand any legidlativeor citizen-based cajol -
ing, whichonly increased thehostility, arestart-
ingtoease. Itisrefreshingto seeawillingnessto
openupandwork together for thecommon good.
Voice, data, and Global Positioning System in-
formation hastoflow among all emergency ser-
vice agencies throughout the state because an
effective and efficient emergency response re-

quirescoordination, communicationand sharing
of information among all agencies.

Can we actually share our resources and pro-
vide a coordinated emergency response today?
Well, weareseeingawillingnesstowork together
that has never existed before. Thisweek, in the
SenateUtilitiesCommittee, which| amchairmar
of, the secretary of transportation presented her
vision of a communications network that in-
cluded opening access to tower space for other
public safety agencies and private companies;
and creating afund from feesfor tower rental —
toprovidegrantsandloanstolocal and stateagen-
ciesto buy 800 Mhz radio equipment, and gen-
erate money to maintain, support and enhance
exi stingcommuni cationsservices. Following her
presentationweheard enthusi astic support from
representativesof just about every public safety
organizationin our state.

It iswonderful witnessing the barriers being
broken down and seeing awillingness to work
together. Maybethis can serve asan exampl e of
how agencies can cooperate and actually work
together.

Pleasefeel freeto contact meonthisorany is-
sue. | can be reached by writing to Sen. Stan
Clark, State Capitol-Room449-N, Topeka, Kan.
66612; calling (800) 432-3924 or (785) 296-
7399; by fax at (800) 457-9064; or by e-mail at
sclark@ink.org.

Going to Mexico Is our best vacation

| wasready for my vacation. It'stheonly onel
takeall year.

Thosewhowork with mewill raisetheir eye-
brows, butit’strue. | travel alot, but | alwaystake
my computer and spend half the time writing,
editing or setting up special features.

This one week a year, however, we go to
Mexico, to theresort in Cabo San L ucas, where
we have atime share. The resort has two tele-
phones— both at thefront desk — andtwotele-
visions— bothin the clubhouse.

Itisimpossiblefor metowork there. Theonly
thing | can doissit inthe hot tub, sunbathe, eat,
drink, sleep and read. It'sgreat.

Thisyear, thetrip started off alittle strangely.

Steve spent aweek inNorthAfrica, and while
hewasgonel got Montezuma srevengesobad |
wasinthehospital for ashorttime. | hadto check
myself out of the hospital Sunday afternoonso |l
could driveto Denver to pick him up. We spent
thenight thereanddrovehomeM onday. Hespent
Tuesday washing hisclothesand | hel ped put out
The Norton Telegram. Tuesday night, we drove
back to Denver so we could catch our plane
Wednesday morning.

Our direct flight from Denver to San Jose —
the airport for Cabo San Lucas — was full of
Gringotouristsheadedfor funinthesun. Among
themwere 13 Elvises— onedozen guysdressed
in white jumpsuits and one guy in a black
jumpsuit. They took up more than two rows of
theaircraft.

It turned out they were abachelor party. | as-
sumetheguy inblack wasthegroom. They spent
three daysat the sameresort wedid, but none of
them wasthe real Elvis. We know this because
they all got drunk andtriedtosing“Hound Dog.”
Noneof them could sing. TheKingwasprobably
turning over in hisgrave or wherever.

We have been going to Mexico for about a
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dozen years now, and this was only the second
timeitwaschilly. Not cold, just chilly. But, when
you pack shorts, T-shirts and swim suits, chilly
canbepretty cool. Sincethiswasthesecondtime,
wehad beenwiseenoughtotossinour jeansand
asweatshirt each. Of course, after seven daysof
wearing those in aplace with no laundry facili-
ties, they were pretty grungy.

Still, thehot tub waswonderful and | got alot
of reading done. Wedidn't walk onthebeach as
much as usual, but we walked around the town
and watched the other tourists. None of them
wereasinteresting asthe onesback at theresort.

Wedidn't do much sunbathing, but wedid get
towatchthebig cruiseshipsmaneuver intoport.

We spent one day fishing. We loveto fishiin
Cabo, andfoundacoupleof retired pilotstoshare
aboatwith. Inyearspast, wehavecaught dorado
(mahi-mahi) and tuna. Last year wedidn’t even
catch acold, but we had high hopesfor thistrip
and weweren't disappointed.

After about three hours of running around on
the Sea of Cortez and getting one bite of some-
thingthat got away, weweredlightly bored. Then
wegotastrike. Stevetook thepoleandrededlike
heck, only to seethelinego out faster thanit had
comein. Thenit brokethewater —amarlin, the
king of sport fish.

It took Steve about 40 minutesto land a 150-
180 pound fish that | estimated to be about five
foot long. Estimateisall | could do, since we
never took himout of thewater. It'slegal totake

the marlin home, have him stuffed or have him
for dinner, but it's considered better form to let
them go.

Thefirst mate spent about 10 minuteshol ding
thefish behind the boat’ swake to make sure he
wasbreathing and swimmingwell beforeletting
him go.

Over thenext threehours, wecaught twomore
marlin, allowing eachtogoon hisway after mak-
ing sure hewasn'tinjured by hisacrobatics, the
wildrideor thelargehook stuck in hisjaw. Each
of thepilotstook aturn at catching afish and we
took lots of photos.

We sailed home with three marlin flags, plus
threecatch-and-rel easeflags, flyingfromour rig-
ging. Wewerethe only three-marlin boat in the
harbor.

Theguyssaidthanksfor | ettingthem catchthe
fish. I wasn't unhappy. | had gotten to watch the
actionaswell asseewhales, dolphinsand seali-
ons, and | wastheonly onewhodidn’t complain
of shoulder and arm pain the next day.

Now when Steve puts hisarmstheir full dis-
tanceapart and saysit wasthiiiissshig, we' vegot
picturesto proveit.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste. We en-
courage letters, with address and phone num-
bers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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