The

00

G

Volume 72, Number 13

Fourteen Pages

dland Star-News

Goodland, Kansas 67735

MIDWEEK

Tuesday, Feb. 17

2004

a0

Today
* Sunset, 5:25 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 6:35a.m.
* Sunset, 5:26 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 30 degrees
* Humidity 31 percent
« Sky partly cloudy
* Winds northwest 15-25 mph
+ Barometer 30.19 inches

and rising

* Record High today 81° (1970)
* Record Low today -15° (1993)

Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 37°
Low Sunday 18°

Precipitation

The Topside Forecast
Today: mostly sunny, high near
58, low near 31, windswest 9 - 13
mph. Wednesday: mostly sunny,
highnear 65, lowaround 31, winds
west 11-14 mph.

Extended Forecast

Thursday: mostly cloudy with
20 percent chance of showers af-
ter noon and snow at night, high
around 48, low around 24. Friday:
cloudy with chance of snow, high
around 31, lownear 16. Saturday:
partly cloudy, high near 43, low
around 21.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

none

Noon
Wheat — $3.52 bushel
New crop — $3.48 bushel
Posted county price — $3.56
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$2.70 bushel
Posted county price — $2.66
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.56 bushel
Soybeans — $7.64 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $6 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11.95 cwt.
NuSun — $12.20 cwt.
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Boys pound
Plainsmen

Junior Wade Taylor moved
in for an easy two points
against the Oakley Plains-
men, 87-54. He celebrated
hisfirst start of the season by
scoring 12 points. See story
and photos on Page 10.

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Goodland High School’sScience
Olympiadteamwill begoingtothe
state competition for the sixth year
in arow after finishing in atie for
second placeat theregional compe-
tition Thursday in Hays.

Goodland studentscombined for
six first-placefinishes, twoseconds,
four thirds, afourth and threefifths
out of the 23 events. The team will
beat WichitaStateUniversity April
3tocompetefor the statetitle.

Hill City High School won the
regional competition, scoring 96
points. Goodland tied with Hays
High School for second with 100.
Skyline High School in Pratt was
fourth and Ness City fifth. The top
fiveteamsadvanceto state.

Teamsearnedonepointfor afirst-
place finish, two for second, three
for third, and 13 in eventsthey did
not enter.

SeniorsTristaL alicker and Matt
Heiter took firstinDynamic Planet,
whichtested their problem-solving
ability and knowledge of earth sci-
ence. Lalicker teamed up with se-
nior Brittany Redlin for first in

Oympiad te'a.m second

Qualitative Analysis, a two-part
event that included a written tests
andusingchemicalstoidentify solid
compounds.

Redlin teamed up with seniors
Kayla Rasure and Megan Leonard
and sophomoreAaronDuell toearn
first place in Mission Possible,
which required themto createade-
vicethat demonstratesenergy trans-
fers.

Duell and sophomore Kali
Rietcheck teamed up to win Tower
Building, for whichthey hadtobuild
thelightest possiblestructurestrong
enough to support a 15-kilogram
weight five centimeters above the
testing platform using only materi-
asspecifiedintherules.

Senior Michael Magnus and
sophomore Matt Rohr combinedto
win Sounds of Music, which in-
volved constructingmusical instru-
mentswithout using any electronic
and/or musi cal components, profes-
sional or toy.

Magnus also teamed up with
freshman Jared Hall towin Fossils,
aneventthattestedtheir knowledge
of paleontol ogy and geol ogy, which
includedidentifyingfossilsandrock

formations.

Sophomore Mark Starr and
Heiter took secondin Remote Sens-
ing, and Rasureand L eonardteamed
up for second in Forestry.

Senior Amy Anderson and
Rietcheck finishedthirdinDesigner
Genes, and Anderson and sopho-
more May Davistook third in Cell
Biology. Starr and Rohr teamed up
forthirdinPolymer Detective. Hall
andRohrfinishedthirdin Stormthe
Castle.

Davisand Mangus teamed up to
takefourthin Bottle Rocket. Davis
also teamed up with Rietcheck for
fifthinWritelt, Dolt. Andersonand
Heiter werefifth in Disease Detec-
tive. Starr and sophomore Derek
Fenner finished fifth in the Wright
Stuff, for which they constructed
and operated two rubber-band-
driven monoplanes.

“The kids worked hard to get
where they’re at,” said Dennis
Friedrichs, one of the coaches for
Science Olympiad. “ They did well
at the competition.”

Friedrichsisavocational educa-
tion teacher. The other coach is
Duane Unger, achemistry teacher.

.
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Sophomore Matt Rohr (above, left) and freshman Jared Hall
watched as their catapult fired at the target during the Storm the
Castle event at the regional Science Olympiad in Hays on Thurs-
day. Rohr and Hall finished third. Sophomore Aaron Duell (above)
built the winning structure for the Tower Building event. Duell and
sophomore Kali Rietscheck built the lightest structure entered that

could hold 15-kilogram load.

Photos by Dennis Friedrichs/Goodland High School

Nor’'West Newspapers win KU news award

The Nor’West Newspapers
group, including The Goodland
Star-News, haswonthe2004 Burton
MarvinAward for News Enterprise
fromtheWilliamAllenWhiteFoun-
dation at the University of Kansas.

The Marvin award is the only
statewide news honor given by the
foundation and the William Allen
White School of Journalism.

TheSar-Newsanditssister papers

wonfor their specia edition, “Rural
Schools ... on the Bubble,” last
spring. The 32-page section, pro-
ducedby thestaff of all six Nor’ West
papers, examined the condition of
school districts across northwest
Kansas, including enrollment and
budget trends.
Itwentintotheprobability of con-
solidation down the road, and the
impact of the last round of school

consolidation on Kansastowns.
“This package of stories repre-
sentsthenewspaper group’sdedica-
tionto coverage of anissue of over-
riding public concern, representing
acommitment toservethepublicand
initiative in acting on that commit-
ment,” the competition judge said.
Under theownershipanddirection
of Steve and Cynthia Haynes,
Nor’West includes the Bird City

Times, Colby Free Press, Goodland
Sar-News, Norton Telegram, Ober-
linHeraldand Saint FrancisHerald,
ranging in circulation from 489 to
2,160. The news staff for all six pa-
persiseight,andall wereinvolvedin
the analysis of rural school districts
in 12 northwest Kansas counties.
“This award represents alot of
hard work by our staff, from the
news department through advertis-

ing and the press,” said President
Steve Haynes. “They should be
proud of this recognition by the
White Foundation judges.”

Theaward is named for an early
dean of the School of Journalism.

TheMarvin award usually goes
toalarger newspaper, but judgesare
allowedtosplittheawardif they fedl
an effort by smaller newspaperstc
beworthy.

County buys new pickup for sheriff’s office

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Sherman County commissioners
approved the purchase of a new
pickup for the sheriff’s department
Tuesday to replace a vehicle with
over 112,000 miles.

Sheriff Doug Whitson told the
commissionershehadtwobids, and
thatthey includedthetrade-inof the
white Ford Explorer that Deputy
Roger Studer isdriving.

Thebidswerefrom Dan Brenner
Ford on a 2004 Ford F150 for
$17,775 and from Finley Motor
Company on a 2004 GMC Sierra
1500 extended cab for $19,996.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
made a motion to purchase the
pickup from Brenner. Commis-
sioner Kevin Rasure seconded the
motion, and it passed unanimously
with Chairman Mitch Tiede voting
infavor.

CurtWay, publicworksmanager,
askedthecommissionerstoapprove
a bridge inspection contract with
Penco Engineering of Plainville.

Hesaid thecompany will inspect
all 72bridgesinthecounty and have
areport on the structural condition
by May 31. Thecost will be$45 per
bridgefor atotal of $3,240.

Way saidthereare43bridgeson
major routes, and 29 on less used
routes, and the report must be sent
to the state. He said this report,
done every two years, it the basis
for getting federal bridge replace-
ment money. The commissioners
unanimously approved the con-
tract.

EconomicDevel opment Director

By Tom Betz

Insurance costs up 6 percent

Krull said the county hasthe Prime Provider Op-

ageof 11 percent.

employeesanditisaffordable.

would not be catastrophic.”

The Goodland Star-News

Cost of the Sherman County empl oyees’ medical

insurancewill goup 6 percent thisyear, commission-
ersweretold atheir meeting Tuesday.

CharlesKrull, arearepresentativefor Blue Cross

and Blue Shield, told the commissionersthey had a

pretty good renewal, well below the national aver-

“We were able to keep the benefits the same,”
Krull said, “and you have good benefits for your

“You have not had alot of large claims over the
past few years, and that hel ps keep the costs down.
You never know when oneof thosewill surface, but
withyour reserveinplaceandtheplanyou have, that

tion with accessto out-of-state physicians.

Theplanisshared pay, sothereisno deductible,
andtheempl oyeepays50 percent of thefirst $1,500
for asingle or $3,000 for afamily. Thereisalife-
time maximum of $2 million and children are cov-
ered until age 23.

Krull saidgrandchildrenmay becoveredif theem-
ployeehasacourt decree namingthemastheguard-
ian. He said thisisanew item that went into effect
thefirst of thisyear.

The county dental plan provides 50 percent cov-
erageof all services, but thereisno orthodontic cov-
erage. Thereisnodeductibleonthisplan, sinceitis
50 percent copay.

See INSURANCE, Page 3

Carolyn Applegate gave the com-
missionersalist of thenew officers
for the Economic Development
Council for thisyear. Shesaid coun-
cil Chairman John Garciawas un-
ableto attend because of adeathin
hiswife'sfamily.

Theofficersfor theyear are Gar-
cia, of Garcia's Home Furnishing
andacity commissioner, chairman;
City Commissioner Dave Daniels
vice-chairman; Patty Eckhardt of
theU.S. Farm ServiceAgency, sec-
retary; and Kim Bohme of Miller’'s
Electronicand Hardware, treasurer.

Applegatesai d shehad signed her
employment contract and job de-
scription, but that sheand theboard
were going to update the job de-

scription to make it more account-
ableandreflect herjobmoreclosely.

Thecommissionersaccepted the
officers and said they felt the eco-
nomic devel opment office was do-
ing agood job.

Applegate said she had received
the December sales tax figures for
areacountiesand Sherman wasthe
leader withan 18.3 percentincrease
over the perviousyear.

Shesaid the micro-loan commit-
teewill be meeting thisweek tore-
view at least one and possibly two
applications. A third loan possibil-
ity has changed to asmall business
loanprogram, andthat hasbeenfiled
inHill City.

“Wearecomingdowntotheend,”

Applegate said. “We have done
what we can. We sent out 39 appli-
cations, but many of the people
found out it was a lot more detail
than they thought. It isavery good
interestrateat 5percent, whereasthe
small business|oan is4.99 percent
over prime, but there is less paper-
work.

Tiede said he had found aperson
willingtoserveonthe Good Samari-
tanadvisory board. Pat Juhl, school
board secretary, said she would
serve on the board. The commis-
sioners approved the appointment
for athree-year term.

Rasure said he had talked to
KarenHooker about theEmergency
Medica Council, and she said she

would liketo be an alternate.

Rasuremadeamoationto approve
the appointment of Steve Evert anc
Bruce Gleason asthe county repre-
sentativestothecouncil and Hooker
asthealternate. It was seconded by
Tiede and approved 3-0 with Tho-
masvoting infavor.

Thecommissionersapprovedre-
appointment of the 10 members of
theConventionandVisitorsBureau
board for theyear.

The members are Dale Neill, of
KOA Kampground; Brenda Mc-
Cants, Goodland Regional Medical
Center; Scott Angelos, Mc-
Donad's; EvelynL.DeVol, Buffao
Inn; ElaineMorrow, Super 8Motdl;
Judy Siruta, Comfort Inn; Marilyn
Collett, Butterfly Aviation; Arlc
Hansen, Sinclair Service Station

manager; Robert Hageman,
Wendy’s; and Don Newell, S& T
Telephone.

Daryl West, head of the county
noxious weed department, pre-
sented his weed management plan
and eradication report for the com-
missioners to approve and send to
the state.

He said the eradication report i
based on a survey of 10 sections
withinthecounty whicharesel ected
by the state.

Thecommissionersdiscussedthe
successWestishaving against some
weed varieties and problems with
others, such asthe amaranth.

The next meeting will be 8 am.
Tuesday inthecommissionersroom
on the main floor of the Sherman
County courthouse, 813 Broadway
Ave.



