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Philbrick Conservationist of the Year

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Brady and Jane Philbrick have
proven that conservation and busi-
nesscanwork together for thebenefit
of both, and because of their efforts
they are the 2003 Sherman County
Conservationistsof the Y ear.

The Philbricks will receive their
award at a ceremony during the an-
nual meeting of the Sherman County
Conservation District starting at 6:30,
Monday, intheVeteransof Foreign
WarsHall, 824 Main Ave.

“Itjust feel sgood to know your ef-
forts are appreciated,” Brady Phil-
brick said. “It’ salso niceto berecog-
nized by your peers.”

In December, a committee of five
fromthecounty’ sconservationboard
sel ected the Philbricksfor thishonor
along with the recipients of other
awards. Tobeéligiblefor Conserva-
tionist of the Y ear, said Fred Wedel,
district conservationist withtheNatu-
ral Resoures Conservation Service,
the person or persons must have re-
ceived the Bankers Award. The
Philbricksreceiveditin 1994.

“Y oucan’ttalk about conservation
in Sherman County without talking
about Brady Philbrick,” Wedel said.
“The backbone of his operation is
conservationtillage.”

Conservation tillage refers to any
tillageor planting method that covers
30 percent or moreof thesoil’ ssurface

with cropresiduewhich helpsprevent
soil erosion by either wind or water.
Methodsincludeno-tillage, strip-till-
age, ridge-tillage and mulch-tillage.

Wedel said Brady understood the
benefitsof conservationearly andfor
more than 30 years has strived to
makethebest possibleuseof theland
while taking care of it at the same
time. Hesaid onat | east two occasions
he has taken other farmers out to
Philbricks' to show what can be ac-
complished through conservation.

Brady said some of the most no-
table benefits of the conservation
methods he usesarethe need for less
moisture, lesswinderosionandfewer
hours on the tractor. He said he also
useslessequipment now, but keepsit
around“justincase.”

Wedel said Brady “is a master” at
finding the right combination of con-
servation management decisions and
farming techniquesfor aspecific situ-
ationtoproducethebest possibleyield
whilepreservingre-fertility of theland.

Today’s farmers face decisions
about irrigation/water management,
nutrient and pesticide management
and crop residue management which
referstothetillagemethod used. Till-
age methods include conventional -
tillage, low- or reduced-tillage and
no-tillage all of which can be com-
bined with chemical-tillage. Chemi-
cal-tillage is the use of herbicides,
pesticides and other crop protection
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Brady and Jane Philbrick stood in one of their fields, with Goodland in the distant background, Friday af-
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

ternoon during an interview.

products to control invasive weeds creasesitsability to absorb moisture.  cause himto useadifferent method.

andinsects.

Withno-tillagethesoil isleftundis-
turbed fromharvest to plantingwhich
helps prevent soil erosion and in-

Chemical-tillage is used to control
pests. Brady said hehasprimarily used
no-tillagesince 1995, but saysthecon-
ditionson aspecifictract of land may

No-tillageleadstodirect seedingin
whichadouble-disc opener opensthe

See PHILBRICK, Page 8

60th annual meeting, Monday, Feb. 23
6:30 p.m. VFW Hall
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County Conservation District annual report

Thisisthe Annual Report of the
Sherman County Conservation Dis-
trict for the Calendar year of 2003.

The2003 Annual Meetingwasheld
February 24th, 2003 at the VFW in
Goodland. Mr. and Mrs. Allen
Quenzer were named Conservation-
istsof theY ear. Mr.and Mrs. Melvin
Sieck, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Sieck and
Mark Sieck were awarded the
Banker’s award and Mr. and Mrs.
Darle Fortmeyer were recipients of
the Windbreak Award. Jim
McDowell received the Educator of
the'Y ear Award.

One hundred seventy-five coop-
eratorsenjoyedthemeal furnished by
the District and local banks. Lynn
Ihrig introduced Ron Wilson, Cow-
boy Poet who providedtheentertain-
ment for the evening. Dennis Shank
and Bill Selby were elected to the
board by secret ballot.

Thirty-six plaqueswere presented
at the 2003 Annua Meeting for the
Poster, Limerick, Essay Contest and
Hyper-Studio Stack Contest. Sandy
Rodgers, District Manager and Fred
Wedel, District Conservationist pre-
sented conservation programsprior to
the contest.

The Goodland Star-News pub-

lished the Annual Soil Conservation
Edition. KLOE/KKCI radio contin-
uesto support conservation through-
out theyear.

Sherman County Farmerscontinue
to support conservation in Sherman
County. All Complianceplansareon
schedule. Approximately 386 CRP
contracts are in place for approxi-
mately 47,793.2 acres, roughly 20
percent of the County. The State
Water Resources Cost Share Funds
havebeenallocated for the2003 pro-
gram year. Practicesinclude irriga-
tionsystemupgrades, tanks, livestock
wells, terraces and diversions. The
Sherman County Conservation Dis-
trict agreedtobeapil ot county for the
State Water Resources Cost Share
Program Irrigation Water Manage-
ment Practice. There are seventeen
EQIPcontracts, oneWetland Reserve
Program contract and three Wildlife
Habitat | ncentivesProgram contracts
in Sherman County.

The Sherman County Conserva-
tion District continues a strong edu-
cation and information program. A
fair booth was displayed in August.
FredWedel, District Conservationist
and Sandy Rodgers, District Manager
worked with 5th and 6th gradersand

thethird Hyper-Studio Stack contest
wasabigsuccess. The3rdthrough 6th
gradesal so participatedinthe Poster,
Limerick and Essay Contest. Sandy
gave programsin the classroom and
Fred took 5th and 6th graders on a
mini tour tol ook at conservation prac-
ticesinthefield. The District Board
votedtooffer 2 scholarshipstogradu-
ating seniorsin Sherman County who
plan on attending a higher learning
institution, withtheir choiceof study
being related to agriculture. The
scholarshipswill begivenfor thefirst
timeto two graduating seniorsinthe
classof 2004.

TheDigtrict offersgrassseed, flags,
trees, rabbit netting, weed barrier,
polymer and gyp blocksfor saleasa
servicetoareacooperators, aswell as,
providing additional funding for the
District Programs.

Sherman County Conservation
District paid duestotheNational As-
sociation of Conservation Districts,
theKansasAssociation of Conserva-
tion Districts, the KACD Auxiliary,
WesternPrairieRC& D, andtheK an-
sas Association of Conservation
District’ sEmployees Organization.

The District works closely with
their conservation partners, including

Stateand National legidators, NRCS,
County Commissioners, K-State Ex-
tension, Wildlife and Parks, FSA,
Groundwater Management District
#4 and many others to reach mutual
conservationgoals. TheDistrict con-
tinued their Memorandum of Under-
standingwithWildlifeand Parkscon-
cerning cost share funds. Three pro-
ducerswereawarded cost sharefunds
throughthisMOU for tree plantings.
Sharon Bowker continuesastherep-
resentative to the Western Prairie
RC& D with Sandy Rodgers serving
asalternate. Sandy Rodgersserveson
the local advisory committee for
Western Prairie RC&D and Fred
Wedel serves as an advisor to that
group.

The Sherman County Conserva-
tion District Manager, Sandy
Rodgers, continues to participate in
the Northwest Kansas Conservation
and Environmental Alliance. This
group consists of District Managers
representing nine County Conserva-
tion Districts. Their objectiveisto
searchfor fundingthroughgrantsand
foundationsto enhance and ensure a
quality environment for future gen-
erationsinNorthwest Kansas. Sandy
currently servesas President.

TheDistrict offered prizemoney to
4-H and individual fair booths that
carried aconservation theme.

National Wildlife Week and Soil
Stewardshipweekswereobserved by
distributing educational material to
the schools, public library, various
officesand churchesin Goodland.

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Ihrig, Mr. and
Mrs. Dean Graber, DennisShank and
Fred Wedel attendedtheKACD Con-
ventionheld at WichitainNovember.
V anceJohnsonwon HonorableMen-
tioninthe State Poster Contest.

The District reviewed their long-
range program and alsoreviewed the
memorandumsof understandingwith
all cooperating agencies.

The Sherman County Conserva-
tionDistrict’ sobjectiveistopromote
locally led conservation and to assist
landownersand operatorsapply con-
servationpracticestothelandwiththe
technical assistancefromtheNatural
ResourcesConservation Service. The
Conservation Officeisavailable for
assistance to anyone needing help
solving hisor her conservation needs.
The District Board meets the first
Thursday after the first Tuesday of
every month with the exception of
July.

Sherman County Conservation District « Program 2004

Fred Wedel
Meal furnished by the Sherman County Conservation District, Bankwest, First National Bank, Western State Bank, Peoples State Bank

& Farm Credit Services of Western Kansas PCA-FLCA
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|_eonards selected for Bankers Award

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

A Goodland couple, just trying to
keepthefamily farmafl oat througha
long drought, were surprised to re-
ceive the bankers award from the
Sherman County Conservation Dis-
trict.

David and Lori Leonard don’t see
anything special about their farming
practices; they have just adapted to
changesover theyears. Andthey say
they were amazed to win the award.

“It was a shock when we got the
letter and saw wewon,” Lori said.

But Sherman County Conserva-
tionist Fred Wedel has no doubt the
Leonard family deservesthe award.

TheL eonardsaregood at moisture
management, Wedel said, andusethe
best seeds and practices, and their
farming methods leave a habitat for
wildlife. Wedel even cites the
Leonards' modesty as areason they
deservetheaward.

“They go about their business,” he
said, “and do their work. That's an-
other reason they are very deserving
of theaward.”

David has been afull-time farmer
since 1980 and farmed during the

Congratulations to Sherman County

Conservation District Award Winners

Conservationists of the Year
Mr. & Mrs. Brady Philbrick

Windbreak Award
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Isaac

Mueller Grain Company

!;

Bankers Award
Mr. & Mrs. David Leonard

Friends of Conservation Award
The Goodland Star-News
KLOE/KKCI & KWGB Radio

17th & Center General Office 1204 Main

Goodland, KS (785) 899-3639

GOODLAND GREENLINE
Providing Your

CONSERVATION TILLAGE NEEDS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
ConseRrvATION AwaRD WINNERS!

JorN DEERE

GOOD DEALS..AND A GOOD DEAL MORE

Junction of Hwy. 24 & K-27 « Goodland, Kan ¢ 785-890-7575

The

Conservationistsof the Year

summer for the previous four years
whilehewasinschool. ThelL eonards
live on his parents’ farm north of
Ruleton, wherethey have been since
marrying in'81. The family raises
crops in rotation, cattle and seed
wheat, which they sell.

Davidsaidthefarm hasbeeninhis
family since 1940, and some of their
land has been in the family for over
100 years. And it has seen many
changesover theyears.

Hesaidthey startedirrigatingin’ 65
and convertedto center pivotsin’ 74.

“It was a big deal when we con-
vertedto center pivots,” hesaid, “and
didn’t haveto lay pipeanymore.”

The Leonards say their neighbor-
hood haschangedtoo. It haschanged
alotinthelast 20 years, David said,
as people in the area have moved to
townor died.

“It’s pretty slim pickin's,” Lori
said, “tofind otherstohelp. Y ouneed
to be self-sufficient.

“Butit’ speaceful anyway.”

The Leonards have had to make
changesto adapt tothedrought inthe
last four years.

Farming’s been different the last
few years, Lori said. With the

Mr. & Mrs. Brady Philbrick

Insurance Agency,
wishes to congratulate all
conservation award winners.

Friendsof Conservation Award

drought, David said they have been
making asfew tripsacrossthefields
as possible. The ground loses mois-
tureeachtime, hesaid.

And they have cut back on cattle.
Lori said they reduced their number
of calves becausethe pasturesarein
poor shape. The Leonards raise
wheat, corn, pinto beansand sorghum
intheir crop rotation, at | east they try
to.

“Lately it’s been crop insurance,”
Davidsaid. “Weplant; wedon't har-
vest.”

But they are optimistic about the
future. It's gonna change someday,
David said.

“He always says we're a day
closer,” Lori said.

“Some say it's a seven-year
drought,” David joked; “we’ve had
four, sothere’ sonly threemoretogo.”

On the serious side, David said
farmerswon't realizeit at first when
the drought doesend.

“Wewon'tget out of it overnight,”
hesaid.“Y ou’ Il work your way out of
it, whileyou don’t even know it.”

Inthemeantime, the Leonards use

See LEONARD, Page9

Inc.

The Goodland Sar-Newsand

KLOE/KKCI and KWGB

BankersAward

Mr. and Mrs. David Leonard

Windbreak Award

Honorable Mention Limerick Winner

Vance Johnson son of Marty and

Roxann Kling

Mr. & Mrs. Vernon lsaac

117 E. gth ~ P.O. Box 833
Goodland, KS 67735

Beth Johnson

Susan Doke

Office ~ 785.899.5011  Fax ~ 785.899.5201
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way he farms. The American jarmen lnows he
worke. But he's up to the challenge. In fact, he
wounddn't have it any other way. A gosd jarmen
it a good neighlon, tos. Jnuslved in his commu-
nity and committed lo the land. He's a family
man. Passing lnoudedge on to his children 4o
they'll be neady when it's their twm to farm. A
good, Jarmen s a tight eperation. Bui his eyes

Peggy Schlepp- agent

ij

I

102 E. 8th (8th & Main)
PO. Box 995

Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 890-5678+ 800-892-4245

9t sbants with pride. Pride in himsell and the

I nsurance PLUS Service
“Licensed in Kansas, Colorado and Nebraska”

N L D R et i P
mm&MW@WWW,@&#&
N R T s e e R
Wy, (St B, el b s tiths
s Ao e P )
Thnouing out what didw't work and sdiching with
the things that did, Upgnading his systom wntil his

He's hard o pleate, but he's fain. A good farmen, in
short, is one of Amenicas greatest natural resowrced.

L & W - Andrist Insurance Agency, LLC

Linda & Walt Linthacum - owner/agents

Jennifer Petracich- agent

X

g

107 S. Quincy
PO. Box 577

Your “ More than One Company” Insurance AQents & rrancis Kan. 67756
For Your Insurance Needs

(785) 332-2121 » 888-629-4245
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Pine tree Wlndbreak protects Isaac’s cattle

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

For Vernon Isaac alove of the
mountains and pine trees was the
main reason he planted his award
winningwindbreak about eight miles
southeast of Edson.

Vernon and Karen |saac are the
Sherman County Conservation Dis-
trict Windbreak Award winners, and
will receivetheir award at theannual
banquet on Monday at the Veterans
of Foreign Warshall.

Theawardwinningwindbreak was
planted by the Isaac’s at the place
where Vernon has run his cow/calf
operation over the past 30 years.

Vernonwashbornin1937at Turpin,
Okla., and grew up there graduating
from high school in 1955.

When he was 21 he followed the
harvest north and stayed in Sherman
County working on several area
farms.

Hemet Karen while he waswork-
ingonthefarms. Sheisfrom St. Fran-
ciswhere shewasbornin 1941, and
graduated from high school in 1958.

In 1963 Vernon went to work for
Dutch Mueller and became manager
of the Mueller Farms headquartered

Karen and Vernon Isaac stood in front of one of their favorite trees in
their extensive pine tree windbreak southeast of Edson.

about 20 miles southeast of Good-
land. He has managed the farm for
over 40 years.

VernonandKarenweremarriedin
acivil ceremony inBoulder, Colo.in
1969.

Isaac began purchasing land in
Northwest Kansas in the 1974, and
one of the places they bought was a
farm about eight miles southeast of
Edson where they established their
cattle operations.

Vernonsaidheplanted hisfirst sec-
tion of windbreak in 1980 with 600
trees of which 275 were Ponderosa
pineand 325 were Austrian pine. He
got the Ponderosa’ s from Colorado
State University and the Austrian
pine’ sfromKansas StateUniversity.

“He hand dug every hole,” Karen
said. “When it would rain he would
gooutandcleanthesiltout of thelittle
treessothey wouldn’t becoveredup.”

He said the K-State trees were
larger because they had been started
using continuous lighting to help
grow bigger thanthe Coloradotrees.
He said the K-State treeswere about
half aninch in diameter, and several
inches tall while the Colorado trees
weresmaller.

“l wastold you couldn’t get Aus-
trian pinesto grow here,” Isaac said.
“At the time | wanted to plant my
windbreak of pine trees it did not
match the recommendations of the
Extension Serviceor the Soil Conser-
vation District. | wanted a pine tree
windbreak so | went ahead with my
plan, and without any help.”

The 600 trees were planted in six
rows and went west of the house and
thensouthtothefeed bunks. Thethree
outside rowswere Austrian pineand
theinsidethreerowswerePondeross
pine.

Towater thetrees|saacinstalled e
drip system, and as the rows were
completedthedripwasturnedon. He
said he lost about six trees the first
year.

Thenext year he planted 600 Aus-
trianpine, andwhen hiswifesaidthe
soil conservation officesaidthey had
some extratrees he sent her back for
200 more of the Austrian pine for &
total of 800.

The600wereplantedfromthefeed
bunk south and then west with four
rowsof trees. Theadditional 200were

See ISAAC, Page 11

COLLISION SPECIALISTS

Foreign or Domestic Since 1975

CERTIFIED

All Technicians certfied by
The National Institute for
Automotive Service Excellence

Genesis,

AUTO BODY, INC.

% (| Congratulationsto the
winners

= ..
JolE R i,
Paint Booth & Oven

Bakes on Paint to Ensure a
Factory Quality Finish.

Your work is of the highest quality, conservation winners!
1933 Caldwell ~ Goodland, Kan. 67735 (785) 899-6311

Kansas Jack Magna Rack Il for Repairs
on Unibody cars and Kansas Jack Lazer Beam
Aligner to measure to factory specifications and
independently align all four wheels

and repair verification

computerized damage anaylsis

Auto Glass Replacement

B’s Pump and Well Service

serving Northwest Kansas since 1980
Rex Smith, owner

* Irrigation wells » Gear heads
e Domesticwells ¢ Cooling Coils
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| 785-899-6302
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785-462-2224 785-899-6220
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i}ﬁ’"b State Baﬁk




6 The Goodland Star-News / Friday, February 20, 2004

Conservation District celebrates 60th year

By: Fred Wedel
Sherman County District Conservationist

The Sherman County Conservation District
will hold the 60th annual meeting on February
23. The Conservation District was chartered
June 21, 1943. Thisisthe fourth annual meet-
ing | havethe privilegeto attend. As| prepare
for thisevent | am reminded of the FFA Creed.
Paragraphs 2 and 3follow:

| believethat toliveandwork onagoodfarm,
or to be engaged in other agriculture pursuits,
ispleasant aswell aschallenging; for | knowthe
joys and discomforts of agricultural life and
hold an inborn fondness for those association
which, eveninhoursof discouragement, | can-
not deny.

| believe in leadership from ourselves and
respect from others. | believein my own abil-
ity to work efficiently and think clearly, with
such knowledge and skill as | can secure, and
in the ability of progressive agriculturists to
serveour ownandthepublicinterestinproduc-
ing and marketing the product of our toil.

Asl look forwardto 2004, | amanxiousabout
theweather asdrought recovery continues. Al-
thoughthespring of 2003wasperfect for range-
land and winter wheat the summer and fall re-
mainedvery dry anddrought recovery isslower
than anticipated. Recent snow is helpful and
more is needed. A year ago alist of waysto
improvesoil quality and manageavailablepre-

cipitation was shared with
you. Thosewaysareimpor-
tant so | will talk about them
again.

Eliminatecompacted|ay-
ersin cropland. The best
timeto deepripiswhen soil
moisture is below 60 per-
cent. Doit now!

Reduce mechanical till-
age by reducing the number
of tripsover afield. Morethan 1/2 inch of soil
moistureislost with eachtillage pass.

Matchirrigated acrestoavailablewater (rule
of thumb, 5gpm per acre).

Usecroprotationsthat requirelessirrigation
water. Consider “limitedirrigation.”

Restand defer nativerangesograssplantscan
rebuild root systems. Full season grazing al-
waysreducesrange health and plant vigor.

ReturnlowyieldingfieldswithclassIV & VI
soilsto grass. (EQIPrange planting or CRP)

Plant grass waterways and crosswind trap
stripswhere needed.

L eave more crop residue standing to catch
winter snowfall and reduce wind speed at
groundlevel. (standing cornstalksand standing
wheat stubble, etc.)

Use strip till and no-till planting methods
whenever possible. Conservationtillagetrends
show the tillage system showing the most in-

Fred Wedel

creaseinacresisNo-Till/Strip-Till systems.

Thefocus of the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service continues to be Conservation
Technical Assistance (CTA). CTA resultsina
conservation plan for aspecific farm or ranch
or aspecifictract onthefarmor ranch. Thecon-
servation plan must meet the goals the farmer
or rancher has for managing all resources for
profitability and sustainability. CTA isbasedon
voluntary local landowner cooperation that
contributes to healthy bottom lines as well as
healthy ecosystems, landscapes and water-
sheds. CTA andtheplanning processthen con-
siders other tools such as the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the Con-
servation ReserveProgram (CRP), theWildlife
Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) or the
Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) to apply for
funding for installation of conservation prac-
ticesthat were chosen in the planning process.
In addition, Kansas through the State Conser-
vation Commissionannually providesfundsfor
conservation practicesto the Sherman County
ConservationDigtrict. Thus, conservation prac-
ticeapplicationisplan driven based on natural
resource concernsand needs

Now, about EQIP: Thelast day for applica
tions for the 2004 EQIP Program is Friday,
March 12. The EQIP Programisnot an entitle-
ment. All applications are based on aresource
needthat fitswithin alist of resourceneedsde-

veloped by theNRCS State Technical Commit-
tee. The resource concerns are: Air Quality,
Water Quality, Water Quantity, Wind Erosion,
Grazing L and Health and Sedimentationabove
Federal Reservoirs. NRCS is always seeking
input from Local Conservation Districts. The
Sherman County ConservationDistrictishead-
ing up aLocal Work Group (LWG) to make
recommendationson how someof the Sherman
County EQIP allocation will be used. Bill
Selby, amember of the Sherman County Con-
servation District (SCCD) isal so amember of
the State Technical Committee that provides
feedback to NRCS in Kansas. Additionally,
each of the 5 Conservation District Areasin
Kansashavetwomembersona“BlueRibbon”
committeethat meetsdirectly withNRCS State
Conservationist Harold Klaege. Another
method of local input into conservation pro-
gramsinvolvesacomment period each time e
new conservation programisimplemented. For
example, the comment period for the Conser-
vation Security Program (CSP) runsthruMarch
1st. All comments are welcome and encour-
aged. Justlog ontothefarmbill web site, scroll
to CSP, andfollow theinstructionsfor sending
or emailing your comments. Be proactive and
becomeinvolved.

Remember this, the settlers of Sherman

See DISTRICT, Page 7
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County board wonderful group to work with

By Sandy Rodgers
District Manager

Last year | wrote an article about
working with Fred and Dan (The
NRCSGuys), sol thoughtit only fair
towriteabout “ The Sherman County
Conservation District Board of Su-
pervisors’ (these guysreally are my
bosses, sonaturally | will keepthatin
mind).

| gavethemtheopportunity towrite
their own biographies but | had no
takersonthat ideaso here goes!

The only board member that had
any partinhiringmethatisstill onthe
boardisBill Selby. Bill and | arethe
oldtimers. Bill ismarriedto EvaLou
andthey wereblessedwiththreevery
handsome sons and three equally
handsome grandsons. Tragically,
they lost their son Brent to Diabetesa
coupleof yearsago, shortly after Bill
was injured in avery serious car ac-
cident.

The point of sharing thisinforma-
tionabout Bill and EvalL ouisthat I’ ve
learned al ot about keeping your chin
up from them. In the midst of their
troubles, they still alwayshadtimeto
be concerned about others, and offer
asmileor apositivethought. Bill has

awaysbeenavery
dependable and
informed board
=1 | memberaswell as
averyfarandsup-
portive boss.

Then there is
Lynnlhrig, heand
| have worked to-
gether next long-
est. Lynnis mar-
riedto DeeAnnandhasfour children.
| havereally enjoyed watching Lynn
and DeeAnn’ s children grow up and
followtheir 4-H activitiesand school
activities.

Lynn and | go way back to high
school, 4-H, etc. Soweboth havesto-
riesto tell on each other. Lynn likes
toteasemeand | try to giveit back,
but usually he wins! | have always
beenabletocountonLynntohelpme
out and he too has been avery good
boss.

Lonnie Whiteker and Dennis
Shank came on the board about the
sametime. | think Lonnie was first.
Anyway, LonnieistheChairmanand
DennisistheTreasurer, soguesswho
getscalledthemost. Lonnieand Den-
nis.LonnieismarriedtoMarleneand

Rodgers

Dennisis married to Gaylene. It is
really fun to get together with these
galsat special board functions.

| can’tremember Lonnieever miss-
ing aboard meeting andisvery good
about keepingupwithall that goeson
in the office. Dennisis agreat trea-
surer (with his accounting back-
ground hecan makesurel amalways
on track). These two guys always
come through when | need some-
thing.

Dennisand Gaylenehaveasonand
a daughter and two beautiful grand-
daughters. | enjoy Dennis' grand-
daughter Hannah when shecomesto
visit.

Dean Graber is the newest board
member and | have known his wife
Barbfor over 20years. Deanhasbeen
afellow K-Statefanwithmy Dad for
many years and served on several of
our District Nominating Committees.
Dean and Barb haveagrown sonand
a three-year-old grandson. Dean
brings a lot of knowledge and fresh
new ideasto the board and isalways
willing to help.

Our very newest addition to the
board is our Advisor, Scott Jarrett.
Y ouknow you aregetting older when

Congratulations to the winners

1118 Main

785-890-6900 or
866-277-9251

Goodland, Kan. 67735

the board Advisor graduated with
your daughter. | just can’'t figure out
how someonehisagecanbeso smart!
He is very easy going and really
thinks things through. He seems to
always come up with a practical an-
swer to most situations. We arevery
lucky to have him. Scott and hiswife
Tanyahavetwosmall children, aboy
and agirl.

| wish everyone could work for a
group of peoplethisdedicated. | feel
very lucky. There are several board
members| haveworkedforinthepast

that | feel very fortunate to have
knownaswell. | havelearnedfromall
of them.

Y ou might not know this but the
board members do not get compen-
sated for their time and effort. They
volunteer to run for election to this
board. It is a big responsibility and
each and every onetakestheir duties
very seriougly.

These men represent Sherman
County Conservation issues very
well. The next time you see one of
these guystell them“ Thanks.”

District’s 60th year

DISTRICT, from Page 6

County survivedthethirties(andlater
thrived). The residents of Sherman
County survived thefiftiesby adopt-
ing new farming methods and tech-
nology. Even though times have
changed, the people of Sherman
County will recover fromthecurrent
drought and economic difficulties
because of their will to do so. Sher-
man County Producers are some of

the most progressive people | know.
| do look forward to the rest of 2004
andtheopportunity asNRCSDistrict
Conservationist to use current Con-
servation Programsto helpyoureach
the conservation goals you have for
your farm or ranch.

60th Annual banquet
Monday, Feb. 23
6:30 p.m. at V.F.W. Hall

TRUCK & TRACTOR

REPAIR, LLC

714 E. Hwy. 24
Goodland, Kan. 67735

Helping America’s farmers conserve

People...
Products...

Knowledge...

Helena Chemical Company

6409 Road 25 = Goodland, KS 67735

(785) 899-2391

Wishes to Congratulate
all the Conservation Winners!!

30 Years Experience
Cat « Cummins = Detroit
4-Wheel Drive Tractors
Full line of Truck Parts and Accessories
Phone: 785-899-2401
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Philbrick’s win top award

PHILBRICK, from Page 1

soil soagraindrill can plant the seed
after another device immediately
closesthesoil. Thisplanting method
alowsfarmersto plant in seven and
ahalf inch rowsrather than thetradi-
tional 30 inches. The narrower rows
resultinamore completeand thicker
canopy which further helps retain
moisture and prevent soil erosion.

Oneof thefarming methodsBrady
uses for non-irrigated soil, Wedel
said, iscrop rotation where atract of
land, for example 160 squareacres, is
divided into thirds on which winter
wheat is planted on athird, grain
sorgum on another andtheotherisal-
lowed to liefallow, unplanted. Then
with the next planting season the
crops are rotated. Rotating crops,
Wedel said, also breaksthelifecycle
of someinvasivepests, both plant and
insect.

Other conservation methods the
Philbricks haveimplementediscon-
verting from flood irrigation to cen-
tral pivot and to plant windbreaks,
also known as shelterbelts.

Brady’ spartnerinall thingsisJane
who hel psduring harvest and actsas

Sami

a sounding board
forideas.Janewas | |4
re-elected to the |
Goodland School J

Board last April |
taking her seat
July 1 when she j'
was unanimously
voted in as the
board' svicepresi-
dent.

Brady said hefirst met Janein Janu-
ary 1986 whenthey weresetup by her
sister and his best friend and six
monthslater they weremarried. Both
are graduates of Goodland High
School, hein 1970 and shein 1974.

Brady attended Col by Community
Collegefor ayear beforereturningto
the family farm to work with hisfa-

Andrew

ther. Janereceived her bachelorsde-
greefrom KansasWesleyan Univer-
sity in Salina and her masters from
Western Washington University.

The Philbricks have two children:
Samantha, 15, asophomoreat Good-
land High and Andrew, 14, in the
eighth grade at Grant Junior High.

Samanthaplaysthetrumpet for the
high school band, alongwiththejazz
and pep bands. Shewasamember of
the Cowgirl golf teamthispast season
and is amember of Family, Career
and Community L eadersof America.
Samanthaisactivewith 4-H.

Andrew ran cross country for the
Mustangslast fall and competesinthe
Scholar’sBowl. Heisactivein 4-H,
other interests include music and
singing.

Part of their family thisschool year
isMaricel Murillo, an exchange stu-
dent from Costa Rica and a high
school senior. Sheisamanager for the
Cowgirls basketball team and was a
finalist for the 2004 Snoball queen.

Brady said Maricel had never seen
snow until she cameto the U.S. and
to give her the opportunity to experi-
enceittothefullesttook her onafam-
ily ski tripto Col orado |l ast weekend.
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Brady Philbrick described what no-tillage means and accomplishes

in one of the fields where he uses the method.
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Providing you all your vehicle needs
Congratulations to all Conservation Winners

Volume

second

and Variety
with Service

Congratulations
conservation

to none!

FINLEY MOTORS, INC.

Highway 27 Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2346 or 1-800-525-3701 www.finleymotorsinc.com

Congratulations
to the Top
Conservationists

on the Topside
of Kansas

John & Marcia Golden

winners

NORTHERN SUN

(785) 899-6500 or (800) 542-7333
6425 Road 14 » Goodland, Kan.
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