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from our viewpoint...

There’s a time
‘not to’ Interview

Sometimeswe scratch our head in disbelief

The other morning, while watching part of “Good Morning
America’ onABC-TV, wasoneof thosetimes.

Jason Williams, who sportsenthusiastsknow, isstanding trial
for themurder of hischauffeur. Of course he pleaded not guilty;
nobody isever guilty of anything. Histrial isunderway.

Enter: “Good MorningAmerica.” They gaveWilliams wifea
pulpit on which to spin the innocence of her husband. The net-
work puppet who did the interview made note of the fact Mrs.
Williamsis pregnant with her second child and that sheisan at-
torney. Mrs. Williamsisnot ontrial; her husbandis.

Wethought itinappropriatetogivehiswifethisvenuetodoall
she couldto sway thejury who, undoubtedly, werewatching the
interview. There’satimetointerview and atimenot to. Thiswas
a“notto” day.

ABC-TV, inall fairness, should takeits camerasto the homes
of every personin the country ontrial for murder and interview
their familieswhiletheir trialsarein progress. But Williamsisa
man of note, worthmillions, and peopl eof that staturealwaysfind
away toget their message out tothewidest possible”jury” —the
public. Whileswayingthepublicof one'sinnocence, the* swayer”
knowsthat among the public are membersof thejury.

Bingo! Don't even need acard to win thisgame.

How often have we been exposed to members of Michael and
Janet Jackson’sfamily?Wecan't count that high. But at every turn
their mug or the mug of brother Jermaine Jackson and family
friends are shoved into our faces by the fair and balanced, the
unfair and unbalanced and other media with too much time on
their hands.

Criticizeusasyou may, but thosewho practicecommunity jour-
nalism seldom need to downgradetheir newspaperswith stories
about the Jacksons' questionable kids, or wealthy and famous
people charged with murder. We would rather print club notes,
deaths, weddings, engagements, columnsfrom community cor-
respondentslike Jean L owe of Winona, Sally Michael of Brew-
ster, ZulaHorinek of Rexford and LulaThieler of Fairview Es-
tates. We print local sports, local front page stories that inform
and sometimes call usinto question, and coupleal that with lo-
cal photographs.

We don'’t run to the courthouse to shove a microphone in the
faceof family, whileamember isbeing tried for whatever, to get
their views on why the defendant is innocent. That's up to the
judge, thejury and attorneys.

Not “ Good Morning America.”

—TomA. Dreiling

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel comes | etters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
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We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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OUR BILL
WOULD GIVE YoU
A PERMANENT
LEGAL STATUS
IN THE
UNITED OTATES.

AnoTNGG TriBNE

ALL YoU'D
HAVE TO DO 1S
MEET SEVERAL
REQUIREMENTS,

/ AND...
| wouLD I HAVE
TO MEET THESE
REQUIREMENTS
LEGALLY P

I’'m glad | missed t

| don’t know about you, but | didn’t watch
the Super Bowl.

| haven’tfor years.

Thetimes| did, thegamewasworsethan a
high school game.

It distressesmetothink of professional play-
ersplayingsopoorly and getting paid somuch,
while they seem to see themselves above the
rulesand laws of society.

Andthegamesaresolong. Withall thepre-
game and post-game shows, they just stretch
out forever.

| never wasthat interested in football inthe
first place.

All thehype about the commercialsdoesn’t
enticeme.

| shudder at themoney spent onthem, money
that could help peoplewho need help.

Somepeoplesay they watchjust forthecom-
mercias. They need to get alife (in my opin-
ion).
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So | missedthebig scandal created by Janet
Jackson and Justin Timberlake. (I haveto ad-
mit | don’t even know who Justinis.)

| had heard the hal f-time show wasgoingto
be“shocking,” sol can’t believefor aminute
thewholethingwasa" costumefailure.”

How do| feel about it all?

1) It couldn’t have been much worse than
things I’ ve seen on prime-time shows and/or
daytime soap operas.

2) Why was anyone surprised when the
wordstothe song they were performing went
somethinglike“ I’ |l haveyounaked by theend
of thissong” ?

Bowl scandal

3) Why would anyone have stayed tuned to
seetheend of it anyway?

4) Why is a bare breast any worse than the
obvious implications of the whole perfor-
mance?

5) Did Janet haveanythingto show anyway~

6) Who even expected good tasteor manners
from MTV?MTV should be outlawed com-
pletely.

M aybesomething goodwill comeout of the
wholefiasco.

For once, thegamewasbetter than the half-
timeshow.

Maybeit woke people (and Congress) upto
thedownward spiral thiscountry’smoralsare
taking.

Maybe the pendulum will begin swinging
back torespect for others, good tasteand gooc
manners.

| used to be proud of our country; I’ dliketo
beagain.

Carthage view stretches for 3,000 years

Fromthehill at Carthage, you cansee 3,000
yearsof history.

The cathedral built by the French stands
barely above the bare floors and broken col-
umnsof Roman temples.

Over thecrest of thehill, toward the sea, ar-
cheologists have unearthed the walls of
Phoenician houses. The round harbor where
thegreat Punicwar boatsweresheddedliesoff
inthedistance.

The cathedral, abandoned when the French
left in 1956, is a cultural center now. A new
mosque rises down the slope to the north,
amidst more Roman columnsand tall pines.

Acrossthebay risesthemoderncity of Tunis
and the old, walled city, with its ancient
mosque, and thewonderful intricate alleys of
the souk, where merchants herd visitorsinto
their stalls.

From the hill at Carthage, you can see for
miles—themountai nstothewest, where Ger-
man defendersduginduringWorldWar 11, the
bay, the electric trains speeding commuters
homefor the evening across acauseway.

The Tunisianswish alot more of uswould
cometakeinthisview, whichisonereasonwhy
they invited a del egation of American editors
to spend aweek intheir land.

By all accounts, Tunisiansarefond of Ameri-
cans, though they do not see many of us. Only
about 10,000 Americansayear ventureto Tu-
nisia, most of them on cruise shipsplying the
Mediterranean. That comparestonearly amil-
lion visitors each from Germany, France and
Italy and atotal of 5 milliontouristsayear.

Tunisians are among the world's greatest
traders, and they know a good market when
they seeone. 300 millionAmericanslookslike
atourism bonanza, and tourismisvital to eco-
nomic growth. The problemisgetting Ameri-
cans here when nearby resorts offer the same
palmtreesand blue water.

Like many nations, Tunisiais building re-
sortsand harborsasfast asit can. Few Ameri-
cans come, probably because few Americans
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Broken Columns line the site of a Roman
temple atop the hill of Carthage. The view
outto seais spectacular.

know much about Tunisia.

| knew only alittlemorewhen | wasinvited
onthistrip. | knew that Tunisiawasthesite of
Carthage, the great trading city-state of pre-
Christian times. | knew that it was in North
Africa, and that it had been the site of one of
thebloodiest battlesof theearly daysof World
Waer I1.1 knew that it wasaM oslem, Arab coun-
try of moderate size and moderate views.

| hadalottolearn, but from hisofficedown-
town, OussamaRomdhani paintsyouapicture
of modern Tunisia. American-educated, Mr.
Romdhani isdirector general of the Tunisian
External CommunicationAgency. Themorn-
ing after our arrival, hewel comesusinhiscon-
ferenceroom.

The picture he paintsisastounding, but the
statistics are easily verified with outside
sources. About thesizeof Georgia, anddightly
farther north, Tunisia has about 17 million
people. Independent only since 1956, Tunisia
hasbuilt asociety that isprosperousand liter-
ate.

Economicgrowthaverages5percent, nearly
all children go to school and 31 percent go tc
college, with the goal set at half. While few
homes have tel ephones, most now have el ec-
tricity, running water— andtelevisiondishes.
The country is considered 80 percent middle
classandonly 4 percentlivein poverty. Women
haveequal rightswithmen, ararity intheArak
world, and moderationisthenational heritage.

Nearly everyone speaks at |east two lan-
guages, and three or four are common. Chil-
dren learn Arabic, then start Frenchinfirst or
second grade. Englishisadded by fifth grade.
It'sonly 70milesfrom Tunisto Sicily, and Ital-
iantel evision hastaught many to speak another
tongue.

Onthestreet, most womenwalk uncovered.
Dressiswestern, withatouch of Tunisianclass
and astrong undercurrent of more traditional
attire.

Tunisians, Mr. Romdhani says, have asplit
imageof theUnited States: Westandfor social
progress, technology, education, art, culture,
andmusic. Our foreignpolicy raisesquestions,
especially our support of Israel.

The north half of Tunisiais green and sub-
tropical, with pine-covered mountains to the
west and hundreds of miles of sandy beaches
along the Mediterranean, though Tunisis al-
most asfar north asWichita. The country pro-
ducesalives, orangesand oil. Thesouthern half
shadesinto the trackless and thinly inhabited
Sahara.

Tunisiansareintensely proudof all this. They
have been dealing with the world since Prin-
cess Elissa-Dido sailed herefrom Tyrein 814
B.C. Their country hasbeen conquered or ruled
by Phoenicians, Romans, Vandals anc
Visgoths, Greeks and Turks, the French, who
held colonial sway in this century, and of
course, theArabs, who swept out of their home-
land inthe 7th century all theway to Spain.

All thosewho camel eft their mark, and their
heritage. We must go and see.
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I'M GOING TO
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