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noon Thursday

Today
* Sunset, 5:28 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 6:31a.m.
* Sunset, 5:29 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 36 degrees
* Humidity 32 percent
* Sky cloudy
* Winds northwest 20 mph
+ Barometer 29.54 inches

and rising

* Record High today 73° (1972)
*Record Low today -1° (1953)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 73°
LowWednesday 36°
Precipitation none

The Topside Forecast

Today: Winter Weather Advi-
sory, partly cloudy, highlower 40s,
low around 18, winds northwest
15-40 mph. Saturday: partly
cloudy, high mid 40, low 20s,
winds west 10 mph changing to
south 15 mph.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: mostly cloudy, high
upper 40s, low mid 20s. Monday:
partly cloudy, high upper 40s, low
mid 20s. Tuesday: mostly cloudy
with 20 percent chance of rain,
high upper 40s, low mid 20s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.50 bushel
New crop — $3.44 bushel
Posted county price — $3.44
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$2.71 bushel
Posted county price — $2.63
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.57 bushel
Soybeans — $8.18 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $6 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $12.05 cwt.
Nusun — $12.30 cwt.
Confection — $16/$9 cwt.
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Eagles slip
by Cowboys

Lance Tedford shot over two
Eagle defenders Tuesday
night at the Colby Commu-
nity Building. Tedford was
the Cowboys’ second lead-
ing scorer with 18, but the
Cowboys lost 62-56. See
story and photo on Page 9.

Alrcraft parts firm opens doors

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Morethan 200 peopleattended a
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the
Goodland Division of Aircraft Seal
and Gasket Corp. on Thursday
morninginthecity’sremodeled Ed
Wolak Building.

Dignitariesincluded Lt. Gov.
John M oore, Goodland Mayor Rick
Billinger, City Manager Ron Pick-
man, al fivecity commissionersand
all three Sherman County commis-
sioners. Others included Ken
Clouse, president of Northwest
Kansas Tech College, and Danny
Rasureof Goodland, whoisrunning
for state senator from District 40.

Kim Hynes of KBSH-TV Hays
filmed the event and interviewed
some of the people involved.
KUPK-TV Garden City also had a
reporter and camerathere.

Serving asmaster of ceremonies,
Roy Dixon, director of special
projectsfor Aircraft Seal and Gas-
ket, welcomed the guests. He told
themalot of hardwork had goneinto
making the Goodland Division a
reality, andthefirm appreciatesthe
teamwork involved.

Dixon turned the podium over to
LindaCharronof theGoodlandAm-
bassadors for the cutting of the
ribbon, done jointly by President
Herb Menold and plant manager
Chuck Lutters. Charron said it was
nicetoseesomething positivecome
out of the building, an old grocery
which had been vacant for years.

Dixonintroduced Billinger who,
after Charronledtheguestsinatoast
to Aircraft Seal and Gasket, spoke
about thejoint effortittook tobring
thefirmto Goodland andtheimpact
it will have onthetown’sfuture.

Billinger invited Pickman to the
podium, and he said the ceremony
marked the official opening of the

GoodlandDivision. Pickmangavea |

short history of thebuildingand how
theprojecttobringthefirmto Good-
land beganwithameetingonJuly 2.
Pickman said project would not
have worked without the coopera-
tionof state, county and city govern-
ment, along with private business-
menand banks. Hesaidwork began
onthebuilding Sept. 26 and over the
next two months, about 74 tons of
debriswas hauled away.

Pickman described how Wolak,
the city director of public works
until hediedinNovember, used his
leadership and drive to turn the
building’srenovation into asource
of pride not only for the city work-
ershut also the contractorsaswell.
Wolak died on Nov. 29 beforework
was completed. The building was
dedicated to him in a separate cer-
emony earlier Thursday morning.

Menold next thanked everyone
for attending. He specifically
thanked M oorenot only for goingto
the ceremony, but for his support
throughout the project.

Dixon then introduced Moore,
who thanked Menold for selecting
Goodland and Wi chitawhen hede-
cided to move out of California.
Moore said the real partnership
formed after the location was se-
lected. He said he is confident the
partnership between Aircraft Seal
and Gasketand Kansaswill resultin
long-term benefitsfor both.

Moore said bringing the firm to
Goodland serves as an example of

rural Kansas being an alternative to
outsourcingjobstoforeigncountries.
After the cermony, Moore said
that Aircraft Seal and Gasket now
canserveasanattractiontowestern
Kansasfor other businesseslooking
to relocate. He said the attraction
will grow stronger asthefirmbegins
tohireworkersand startsproduction
within the next four to five weeks.

Fanny Menold, (right) mother of
Aircraft Seal and Gasket Corp.
President Herb Menold, talked to
Lt. Gov. John Moore on Thurs-
day morning about how pleased
she was to see the company
openaplantinKansas. Shelived
in Sabetha before moving to
California. Linda Charron, (be-
low, left), head of the Goodland
Ambassadors, led a toast with
Menoldtothe success and future
of Aircraft Seal and Gasket's new

Goodland division.
Photos by Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Friends of Conservation: Newspaper, radlo

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County Conserva-
tion District will give thisyear’s
Friends of Conservation awardsto
the county’stwo major local media
outletsto acknowledgetheir cover-
age and support over theyears.

The awards will be given at the
district’s 60th annual banquet at
6:30p.m. Monday at theVeteransof
Foreign WarsHall.

Awardswill bepresentedwill in-
clude Conservationist of the Year,
the Bankers Award and the Wind-
break Award. Inside today’s The
Goodland Star-News is a special
sectionwith storiesabout theaward
winners and about the activities of
thedistrict.

The Goodland Star-News and
KLOE/KKCI/KWGB Radio share
aspecial award as Friends of Con-
servation.

Fred Wedel, district conserva-
tionist and head of thefederal Natu-
ral ResourcesConservation Service
office here, said the awards are de-
signed to thank two organizations
that support theconservationefforts
year inand year out.

“Itisanhonortobegivensuchan

Marty Melia on the air for the
Evening Show at KLOE/KKCI/
KWGB

award,” said Tom Betz, editor of The
Sar-News. “Webelievein the con-
servationdistrict programs, and en-
joy doingour annual special section
whichgivesusanopportunity totell
the stories of the award winners.”

“l ampleasedtohaveour stations
selectedforthisaward,” saidMarty
Melia, owner of KLOE/KKCI/
KWGB. “We do alot to help the
conservation office and the Farm
ServiceAgency.

“We do weekly ag reports, and
they were at the Ag Expo. We do

daily crop and market reports.”

Meliasaid he hasbeen ontheair
for 34 years, and his dad, Kay,
started with the stations over 40
years ago.

“Dadhaswonabout every broad-
caster award thereis,” Marty said.
“and was inducted into the Kansas
Broadcaster Hall of Fame acouple
of yearsago.”

KLOE went ontheair in 1947 at
730AM, and Méeliasaid they added
FM stationKKCl in1966. KWGB,
asecond FM station, was added in
1999. Melia said the call letters
standfor KansasWheat Grow Best.

Computersarethebiggest change
Meliahasseeninhisyearsinradio.

The on-air technology has re-
placed the tapes and tape carts we
used to use,” hesaid. “Now we get
programs and advertising through
thelnternet.”

Hiswife Kathy is co-owner, and
they haveastaff of twofull-timeand
six part-time peopleto help run all
three stations. CurtisDuncanisthe
news man, and one of thefull-time
on-air peopl e. High school students
help ontheweekends.

“Thatishow | startedout,” Melia
said. “1 enjoy the high school kids,

Repair costs may exceed $100,000

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Costs of repairing one of the big
diesel engines at the Goodland
power plant may runinto hundreds
of thousands of dollars, city com-
missionerslearned evening at their
regular meeting.

City Manager Ron Pickman said
Engine8, the primary engineinthe
power plant, hasnot been operating
for months. Theengine, installedin
1974, has been having major prob-
lemsfollowinganoverhaul inJanu-

He told the commissioners that
factory representatives from Fair-
banks-Morse were working with
power plant employeesto discover
the cause of contamination in the
fuel pumps.

“It will cost asubstantial amount
to get it repaired,” Pickman said.
“Sofar, theexpertshavefound sev-
eral thingsthey believearecontrib-
utingtothefuel problem, andweare
scrambling to find the parts.

“Whiledoingtheirinspectionthe

last time the engine was running,
they noticed oil bubbling up from
thebase. Thismeanstheconcreteof
the base hasbeen saturated with oil
and will haveto bereplaced.

“Wehadtoreplaceacorner onone
engine and that cost $60,000. We
expect thistobemoreextensiveand
cost over $100,000.

“With Engine8down, weareun-
ableto do the repairs and overhaul
onEngine11. Wewere supposed to

See REPAIRS, Page 10

and we have had some great ones.”

This was the 13th year for the
station’sAg Expo and Meliasaid at-
tendance was up, as was the number
of vendors. HesaidtheRally for Beef
waspart of thereasonfor theincrease
inattendance. InApril, thestationwill
hostits17thHomeand Garden Show.

The Melia's have four children,
Sarah, who lives in Canon City,
Colo.; Marcie,whoworkswith Top-
side Tots; Andrew, whoislivingin
Hays, and Daniel, asenior at Good-
land High School.

He said Andrew has said heis
comingback thissummer towork at
thestation, adding, “1 amglad| have
one who isinterested in the radio
business.”

Melia started “The Evening
Show,” whichrunsfrom4to5p.m.
Monday through Thursday, in Oc-
tober 2001. The program has been
televised through Eagle Cable for
about ayear.

Steve Haynes, publisher and
president of parent Nor’ West News-
papers, said the Sar-News staff ap-
preciatesthe award.

“Our emphasis is on Goodland
and Sherman County,” Haynessaid.
“We always support the cause of

conservation, andweareproudtobe
selected for thisaward.”

The Goodland Star-News is the
name the newspaper adopted | ast
February when it went from afive-
day aweek operationtotwiceaweek.

The history of The Goodland
Sar-News, islinked to papers dat-
ing back almost 130 years.

Newspapersintheareabefore The
Goodland Daily News, started upin
Oct. 1932, traced back to the
county’sbeginning. HighPlainsM u-
seumrecordsshow theearliest being
the Sherman County Newsin 1876.

OnJan. 25,1997, Steveand Cyn-
thiaHaynes of Nor’ West Newspa-
perspurchased TheGoodland Daily
News from the national chain U.S.
Media. They previously had been
owned by the Seaton newspaper
group and, before that, by the Mc-
Cantsfamily of Goodland.

I'n September 2000, The Sherman
County Star, owned by Roxie anc
Eric Yonkey was merged with The
Daily News.

A year agoanother chapter began,
and The Goodland Star-News con-
tinuesthetraditionof bringinginfor-
mation and advertising to the citi-
zensof Sherman County.

State Sen. Stan Clark and state
Rep. Jim Morrison will visit
Goodland for alegidative “town
hall meeting” between 3:30 and
4:30 p.m. Saturday at Hank’s
resturant, 120 E. 17th St.

Clark, of Oakley, represents
SenateDistrict 40, and Morrison,
of Colby, HouseDistrict 121. The
visitispart of aneight-stopday the

Clark, Morrison to hold
town meeting Saturday

two will taketo get the people’s
ideasonissuesinthe 2004 Kan-
saslegidature.

The legislative pair will be at
Hunter Hall in Brewster between
2 and 3 p.m. (Mountain Time)
and, after Goodland, at King's
CafeinKanoradobetween5and
6 p.m. Kanorado will bethelast
stop.




