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Bartels and Hammond

Couple
to marry
In April

Valerie Bartels and Shane
Hammond plantobemarried April
17 at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Hays.

Parents of the couple are Gary
and Leslie Bartels, Oberlin, and
Delmar and Janice Hammond,
Syracuse. Her grandparentsarelLes
and JuneFrazier, Goodland, andthe
late Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Bartels.

The bride-elect graduated from
Decatur Community High School
and from Colby Community Col-
lege with an associate’s degree in
applied science and from the den-
tal hygieneprogram. Sheisaregis-
tered dental hygienist at Lifetime
Dental Carein Hays.

Her fianceegraduated from Syra-
cuse High School and attended
Dodge City Community College.
Heisasaesrepresentativeat Lewis
Chrysler Jeep Dodgein Hays.

Will social reforms solve man’s problems?

When| saidinapreviouscolumn
that Christians should obey the
government’slaws aslong asthey
don’t conflict with God's require-
ments, someone asked if | meant
that people shouldn’t get involved
with making the world a better
place.

Heasked if | thought the people
involvedinthe Underground Rail-
road were wrong for doing what
they did. Accordingtothelaw atthe
time, what they did wasillegal.

But it's not my place to judge
themfor what they did, and thereis
no point in debating whether it was
theright thingfor themtodoor not.
These events happened over 100
yearsago, and the peopleinvolved
are all dead. Nothing could be ac-
complished by debating their ac-
tions.

My goal insayingthat Christians
should obey thelawswasto encour-
ageotherstothink beforeacting, to
influencefutureactionsrather than
to start adebate or cause guilt over
something that’s already done.

There are reasons Christians
wouldn’'t becomeinvolved inille-
gal social reforms. Besidesthefact
that the Bibleencouragesustoobey
thelaws, social reformsarenot the
solutionto mankind’s problems.

Jesus used an illustration com-
paring afruit-bearing tree to man-
kindthat showsthat moreisneeded
thanaddressing afew important is-
suesto solve our problems.

He said at Matthew 7:17, 19:
“Likewise, every good tree pro-
ducesfinefruit, but every rottentree
producesworthlessfruit. Every tree
not producing fine fruit gets cut
down and throwninto thefire.”

If atree does not produce good
fruit, itiscut down, and anew tree

Wednesday -

Hank’s

Come Check Out

Our New Night Buffets

Italian Buffet
Thursday - Mexican Buffet
$8%/ $7% seniors
Also check out our Friday night Fish Specials
Prime Rib Saturday, February 28

Small cut 8-10 oz. ®14% Large cut 15-17 0z. $17%
118 E. 17th, Goodland, Kan.= 785-890-HANK

isplanted. Likewise, tosolveman’s
problems requires replacing our
wholeway of doing things.

At lsaiah 65:17, God promisesa
whole new system: “For herel am
creating new heavens and a new
earth; andtheformer thingswill not
becalled tomind, neither will they
comeup intothe heart.”

Daniel 2:44 tellsusthat the new
way of doingthingswill bebrought
about by God'skingdomandthat it
will firstridtheearth of theold ones
that aren’t working: “And in the
days of those kings the God of
heaven will set up akingdom that
will never be brought to ruin. And
the kingdom itself will not be
passed ontoany other people. Itwill
crush and put an end to all these
kingdoms, andititself will standto
timeindefinite.”

Psalm 72:16a says, “ There will
come to be plenty of grain on the
earth; on the top of the mountains
therewill bean overflow.”

Under God’s kingdom, no one
will go hungry or have to worry
about adrought ruiningtheir crops.
Therewill bean abundanceof food,
plentiful harvests.

Psalm 37:11 says, “ The meek
ones themselves will possess the

1 ® useitorloseit

earth, and they will
Sharon indeed find their ex-

quisite delight in the
CO rCO ran abundanceof peace.”

God’'s kingdom
will bring peace. That
doesn’t just mean a
lack of war. Therewill
also be no crime or violence and
nothingtoworry about. Peoplewill
have peace of mind.

Even hearing that God’s king-
domwill solveall of our problems,
many may wonder if we shouldn’t
do something now to improve the
world. There arethingswe can do.

Ephesians 4:22-24 tells us we
should be concerned about what
kind of people we are and make
drasticchangesif needed: “that you
should put away the old personal-
ity which conformsto your former
course of conduct and whichisbe-
ing corrupted according to his de-
ceptivedesires; but that you should
bemadenew intheforceactuating
your mind, and should put on the
new personality whichwascreated
accordingtoGod' swill intruerigh-
teousnessand loyalty.”

We should also help peoplein
need asthefirst century Christians
did. 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2 says:
“Now concerning the collection
that is for the holy ones, just as |
gave ordersto the congregationsof
Galatia, dothat way d soyoursalves.
Every first day of theweek let each
of you at his own house set some-
thingasideinstoreashemay bepros-
pering.”

Shrove Tuesday

Pancake Supper
February 24th, 5 -7 p.m.

All you can eat $5.00

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

13th & Center » 899-2115
Elevator at south entrance

Matthew 28:19, 20 tells us we
should share the Bible's message
with others: “ Go therefore and
make disciples of people of all the
nations, baptizingtheminthename
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all the things | have com-
manded you. And look! | am with
youall thedaysuntil theconclusion
of the system of things.”

By applying the Bible's counsel
to become the best people we can

be, wewill improvetheworld now
andwork ourway closertobeingthe
righteouspeoplewhowill inheritthe
earth. We can teach othersfrom the
Bible how they can become better
people and that they can have the
hopeof livingunder God’ skingdom.

Not only will our problems be
solved under that kingdom, but con-
ditions on the new earth will be s
good that our past problems, as
Isaiah 65:17 says, will never come
upinto our hearts.

Help Wanted

Paper Inserter

8am. -
Mon.- Wed - Fri.
Apply in Person

1205 Main St. Goodland, KS

3 p.m.

¢ Goodland Star News Service Directory
/85-899-2338
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Your KEY to business success. /

Combined ratesare

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

—

availableto feature your servicesin the
Star-News and The Country Advocate.

/3

Schedule your Spring
Cleaning Now!

Commercial - Residential
Free Estimates

NEW SYSTEM

Pretfessicual

WINDOW
CLEANING

Chris & Beth Lewon

650 N. Grant
Colby, Kan.
785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Your ad could
be here! Call Doug,
Jennifer or Anne
at 899-2338.

Madd Hatters Music
Emporium -

Custom

Tailoring

by Marie

Open Mon. - Fri. 10 - 6
120 W. 11th Goodland, Kan.
785-890-3510

“ Seek Shelter Today!”
LIFE - HOME + CAR * FARM * BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
SL138AY [ Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® www.shelterinsurance.com

INSURANCE

B’'s Pump and Well Service

s

" —— .

Rex Smith, owner

eIrrigation or domestic drilling or pump service

*Pressure tanks
eIrrigation well acid

*Gearhead (new or used)

785-899-6302

Goodland Sinclair
Stage Stop Towing

)

*Quality fuels, clean restrooms, well-stocked convenience store
*Greyhound Bus Service » Tourist information service

Full service: 8 am. - noon, Mon. to Thurs. - Seniors (65+) and
handicapped at everyday prices  Lotto/Lottery

*Open 7 days, Auto repair, 24 hour towing, after hours cell 785-821-1509

oy

2320 Commerce Road
Goodland, Kan. 67735 785-890-6855

p& D B“ﬂdep@

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions ¢

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

PRO FLOOR
CARE

HIGH QUALITY
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
24 HOUR WATER
DAMAGE REMOVAL

452'331 3 18004734138

Dwners:
Shawn & Angela Stinemetz

Truck Lettering
800-886-2423

AWARD WINNING SIGNS AND PINSTRIPING SINCE 1974

Hot Brush

204 W. 4th Box 309
Bird City, Kan. 67731



