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from our viewpoint...

Ceremonies open
new chapter for city

Thursday marked the beginning of anew chapter for Good-
land, withtheribboncuttingat Aircraft Seal and Gasket Corp.’s
new Goodland plant, and the dedication of thebuildinginthe
memory of former Public Works Director Ed Wolak.

AsLt. Gov. John Moore said, the community effort and co-
operation involved in getting the building ready to bring the
Californiacompany hereis an example to show rural towns
what can bedone.

Herb Menold, president of Aircraft Seal and Gasket, said he
waspleased withtheeffort state officialsand peopl ein Good-
land madeto makethemovepossible.

At the dedication of the building in memory of Wolak ear-
lier on Thursday, Menold said he could always count onwhat
Edtold him, andthey wereabl eto solveany situationthat came
up.

“Hewasgreattowork with,” Menold said, “ andwasa ways
ready to handlethe next step.”

Therewere two different but good sized crowds at the cer-
emonieson Thursday.

Thefirst ceremony was attended by members of the Wolak
family and many of the city employeeswho had worked with
Ed beforehediedin November. Therewasalot of emotionin
thewordsspokenby City Manager Ron Pickmanasherecalled
thewdlI-liked publicworkschief and how muchhemisseshim.

Wolak’ sfather, Stan, spokeabout how muchworkingfor the
city had meant to Ed.

Mayor Rick Billinger echoed everyone'sthoughtsafter the
plaque dedicating the plant was unveiled: “Ed we will miss
you.”

“Hehasbeencalledtoanewtask,” Pickmansaid.“l amsure
heislooking down on usand keeping an eye on thingsaswe
continueto handlethe tasks he used to do.

“1 amsureheishandling somebigger jobinhisnew assign-
ment.”

For thelast two monthsof hislife, which wascut short by a
heart attack on Nov. 29, Wolak was heading the city crew as
they hel ped get the building cleaned up and ready for remod-
eling. Pickman said he gave the job to Wolak on Sept. 26 In
thenext twomonths, 74 tonsof debriswereremoved fromthe
building. The first load of equipment arrived by truck from
Californiaabout aweek after Wolak died.

Thecrowdat theribbon cuttingincluded many city officials,
aswell asthecounty commissioners, bankers, school officials
and members of the economic development council.

Thefirst piecesof equipment arebeing hooked up, andalarge
mixer was demonstrated for Menold and his partners. Other
machines will be arriving soon, and the plant is expected to
begin manufacturing inamonth to six weeks.

Ittakestimetomoveaplant and put it back in operation, but
we know that Wolak is watching Plant Manager Chuck L ut-
tersand hishel persasthey bring thepiecesof theplant online.

The Ed Wolak Building and Aircraft Seal and Gasket are
openinganew lineof opportunity for Goodland and Sherman
County.

Now if it would snow or rain, thingswill really be looking
up. MaybeEd can putinawordwith hisnew boss.— TomBetz
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I USED TO KNOW
HOW TO GET THERE.
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Sales tax simplification

Kansashasover 750 salestax jurisdictions.

Thecommunity wherel live (Oakley) hasa
population of 2,000, but the city limits cover
parts of three counties and the post office de-
livers mail to four. Until last July all salesto
Kansas citizens were charged sales tax based
on thelocation of my businessand all out-of -
state salesweretax exempt.

| have been the owner of asmall photogra-
phy studio for the past 29 years. When | take
picturesof thelocal highschool track team, the
running events are in Logan County and the
fieldeventsarein ThomasCounty. When| take
picturesat ahigh school alumni reunion, | can
haveseveral hundred peopleorder picturesthat
evening, andl amnow supposedtochargesaes
tax based on wherethe person lives because |
mail their picture.

Theseordersvary from$6to $10andthelo-
cal salestax amountisnever morethan 15cents.
Now | am supposed to check each person’sad-
dress, verify theamount of salestax andrecord
theamount dueineach of thepossible 753K an-
sassalestax jurisdictionsmonthly.

If this* destination sourcing” isallowed na-
tionwide, | will berequiredto collect salestax
for every salestax jurisdictionin our country.
The potential existsthat | will have to write
countless checks for less than $5 monthly or
authorizean electronic fundstransfer in simi-
lar amountsto anumber of states. A common
examplewould be photographs at awedding.

TotheEditor:

Mac McGinley passed away on Jan. 24.

| understanditisnatural for acceptance, be-
lief, thereality of ital, totaketimein coming,
sometimesinbitsand piecesand at unexpected
moments.

At hisfuneral, Jack Burr and Perry Warren
did agreat job of describing an entertaining
aspect of thisman’slife.

Theywereall truly dear friends. But that was
notasidethat | knewwell. | didn'tgotoVegas
withhimor play cards(unlessyou count Uno).
| did not call thisman “Macky.”

Afew of uscalled him Daddy, then Dad. To
somehewasGrandpa, or abrother, son, friend,
lawyer, judge, etc.

There are so many people with memories
fromall kindsof different placesandtimesin
hislife. Thank you to all of youwho shared a
thoughtful memory.

My Dadwasthestrongest man | ever knew.
He set and achieved so many goalsin hislife,
and not all werewithout obstacles.

| have spent much of my adult lifeinaweof
hisstrength and determination, timeswhenhe
found it in himself to push on through where
many might have given up.

Dad’s heart transplant gave us another 10-
plusyearswithhim. My children,Amandaand
Justin, werethen 5 and 2 years old. They had
theopportunity over thosenext 10yearstobuild
arelationship filled with solid memoriesthey
will never forget, afew of which bring abig
smiletotheir facesand anarchtomy eyebrow.

My childhood memories, that vividly rush
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Most of thetime, 10to 12 people(family mem-
bersand membersof thebridal party) ordertwo
tofive pictures each. Theretail saleswould
befrom $10to $100anditislikely theorders
arefromthreeor four states. Noone, evenwith
ademented mind, can claim thisis sales tax
simplification.

Salestax should be based on thel ocation of
the business, not on the location where the
purchaser first recelvespossession of theprod-
uct or service. Aslegidlators, we should en-
couragebusinessestolocateinour districtsto
provideemployment, increasetheproperty tax
base, and strengthen our communities. One
reward should be that the sales taxes will re-
main in the city, county and state whereit is
collected.

When | voted last year for the Streamlined
Sales Tax proposal, | had an explanation re-
corded. It stated:

MR.VICE PRESIDENT: My “yes’ voteis
withtheunderstanding and assurancefromthe
Senate Assessment and Taxation Chairman
that an anticipated minimum gross sales
threshold of $5millionwill beadopted before

Remembering Dad
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back at me as a parent myself, are of awon-
derful manwho loved usunconditionally and
are to numerous to tell. Through the years,
therewas much laughter. A couple of useven
inherited Dad’suncanny ability to cry so eas-
ily whenwelaugh.

He coached Jim's little league team, built
fortswith Bill and I, camped and fished with
usin Coloradoand at thecabinin Parks, Neb.,
tonameonly afew.

Hewasthekind of DadwhomadeEaster egg
huntsfun and scary movieseven scarier!

where to write

It 1S not!

the January 1, 2006, effective date of thisact.
Without this assurance, this act places an un-
due compliance burden on beginning small
retail businessesin our state.

IntheK ansas Senate, someof usareattempt-
ing to either delay or repeal this onerous law
until Congressacts. Torenew our local econo-
mies, we haveto encourage our youth to open
busi nesses and many of these busi nesses will
have to market their products outside the im-
mediate community.

A community growsand prosperswhenthe
capital, management and labor are all three
generated within the community. Absence of
any one of these three elementsincreasesthe
hurdlesthat haveto be overcome.

The current law and the regul ations being
advanced by the multi-state compact favor
largebusinessesthat canafford thecompliance
costs. At the sametime, thislaw and the pro-
posedregul ationsdi scourageothersfromstart-
ing abusiness.

I will continuetowork to create abusiness
climate that encourages the development of
more busi nessesthroughout our state.

Pleasefeel freeto contact meonthisor any
issue. | canbereached bywritingto Sen. Stan
Clark, State Capitol-Room 449-N, Topeka,
Kan 66612; by calling 1-800-432-3924 or 785-
296-7399; by FAX at 801-457-9064; or by e-
mail at <mailto:sclark@ink.org> sclark-

@ink.org.

| remember that not everything was always
funny; we saw amore seriousside of Dad. He
wasagood listener, alwayswillingto givead-
vice honestly, and understood that sometimes
you'vejust got to let kids maketheir mistakes
and let them learn from theminthe process.

We are proud of al he accomplished in his
lifeandthat helivedittheway hedid. If | coulc
have chosen the two songs for my Dad, they
would have been “ The Wind Beneath My
Wings' and TiaSillers “1 Hope You Dance.”
To me, those songs describe my dad.

My brothers, Bill and Jim and | would like
tothank everyonefor their support andthought-
fulnessduring our time of loss.

DeAnn (McGinley) Rose
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