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We're proud!
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RURAL ScHOOLS...

FepruArY 13, 2004
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SHD @GR

ON THE BUBBLE

Our staff works well together

Judges at the University of Kansas named Nor’ West
Newspapers for the Burton Marvin Award for News
Enterprise, sponsored by theWilliamAllenWhiteFoun-
dation.

Thisaward, theonly award given by the KU School
of Journalism for news, recognizes reporting effort
whichgoesbeyondtheordinary. Theaward usually goes
to one of the state’s larger newspapers, but the judges
may choose to give two awardsto recognize aworthy
effort by asmaller paper.

Thisyear, thejudgesgaveawardsto TheW chitaEagle
and to Nor’ West Newspapers. Our six small newspa-
pers in northwest Kansas joined to produce a special
edition, “Rural Schools ... onthe Bubble,” which de-
tailedtheconditionand prospectsfor 12 school districts
inour area.

Set agai nst thecontinuing crisisin school budgetsand
callsfor consolidation, thereport outlinesdistrictswhich
arelosing studentsand money, but alsofound causefor
hope. Wefounddistrictsthat arecopingwiththeir prob-
lems, one that had decided to call it quits and another
that may soon throw in the towel. But we also found
districtsthat are growing and prosperous.

“This package of stories represents the newspaper
group’s dedication to coverage of an issue of overrid-
ing publicconcern, representingacommitment toserve
thepublicandinitiativeinacting onthat commitment,”
thejudgesaid.

Our entire staff, from reporters and editorsto press-
men and mailers, ad sal es people and circul ation man-
agers, contributed to this edition. We' re proud of their
achievement, and we' re proud of each of them.
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